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MINERAL IND'JSTRY SURVEYS

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF MINES

- MMS NO. 1L05
JUN13 b
2B ASBESTOS LIDUSTRY IN 195,
Agbegtos production in the United States in 19iS ienced a substontial

gain over 1944, according to the Buresu of iines, U. S. t. of the Interior. As
in previous years mst of the domeetic output consisted of the sharter gradss of
chrysotile mined in Vermont, Production in 1945 totaled 13,605 short tons com-
vared with 7,558 tons:in 1944, a gain of 80 percent. Domestic sales reached
22,252 short tons, a gain of 84 percent over 154k, The domestic producing inductry
furnished only 3 percent of total conmumption in the United States &mring 1945,

Tanada furniehed a large part of the United States requirements of shingle
stock, psper stock snd other of the non-spinning grades., Africa supplied a sut-
stantial part of longer grades that were of greoat importance in the milit pro-

ad, and that will cont in strong under peacetims cnditions. Wove-
riction mater‘'als particularly for a:tomotive rwmu.factuw. >, and pack!nge end ¢gr
13;- exployvd in power-gesnerating plents are amor - the irportent uses . the =
ers.

Amogite asbestos, used extmsively in making 85-percent asia md ch
high-temperature molded insulation, is ob‘ained only in South ica. Blue asbos-
tos crocidolite), ir cn*~.,ied chiefly in South Africa slthov-h small quantities
wmotimes originate in australia.

Tremlite asbestos which is of value for filtering chemicals was mined in
Maryland for meny years until the dsposit was exhsusted. Production has now
shifted to California snd Alaska.

Salient statistics for asbestos in 15Uk and 1945 are summarized in the follow-
ing table.

Propared “y Oliver Bowles, Chicf, Nonmetal Ecornomice Divieicn, Econort :c and
Statistics Branch,
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Salient statistics

of the asbestos industry in the United States, 19uL-U5
(compiled by D.1. Mersh)

14 1945
' —_—
Short tom_L Valuo Short tons| Valuo
Domastic asbostos-- , ! , g
Produced: | ‘
Chrysotile .................. 1/7.166 (2) L 13,0 (2)
Aphidole ............ e 92 (2) | %5 {2
Total produced ... ...... .. 7,556 (2) | 13,605 @ (2
Sold or used by producers: )
Caryentile .................. /6. 215 1/$373,112 | 11,987 | $513,734
Amphibole .................. . M 392 | ) 7.2 25 8.98Y
Total sold or usd ty rs 6,657 | 380,33 | 12,252 Noo, L
imports (unmanufactured) ....... 1/383,049 '1/18,542,940 | 3,199 | 16,284,915
Ycports (unmamufactured) ....... u75 58,983 8,550 ' 837,175
arent consumptiond/ ......... '1/389.21‘1 1. '18,864,291 | 377,901 15,877 463
< w0~ vw of asbestos products ... | (2) 1/ 5,614,243 (2) 7 26,087
1/-evieed figures, ’
2/Figires not availeble.
J/uentity ~ . or uged by producers, plus import:, minus . Dorts.
The following table shows domostic procuc.ton of orwe-t . duri-  cu b vears

according to varietios.

Ags. ostos 80l1d or utold

oroducers in the Unitod States, 19u1-L5, by varictice

(compiled by D.1. Marsh)

Chuvuotile ! Acphidoie Total
S oo | Value Short tona; Valuo Short ~.:J."8L Vor.

Ly . , L ‘
TS R .. 2,439 | 707,589 | 1,952 T 18,164 | 24,351 1T o)
T2 L. .1 1271 kg0, k5, 2,108 | 18,612 15,481 Ly, Y
13 . 3900 | 302,89 2,11k 32,526 6.01% | 3% .o
e ... ... Mems /35112 92 1)/ 7,222, 6.607 138 0%
1Ms L0 L. | 11,987 1 Li3,734 25 | C,9%9| 12,052 W27
1L/ devisod figuras. o - B

2
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REVIEW BY STATES

- Trezolite asbestos was egain shipped from the Dahl "reex arce, "

Qie deposits of both varieties were worked by the Arctic Circle Explorstior o

Arizons - The Arisona Chrysotile Asbestos Co. of Globe continued to te tne
largest producer in the State, Arthur Inders produced both spinnirg and an:rt

fiber e at the Reynolds Falle Mine about 50 miles from Globe, Gila

County. The

3icts Tos Angeles Mining Co. (address 724 So. Spring St., los Angeles 1+, Cal:f °
recovered short fiber from the waste dumps of the Cenadian Mine in Gils On -t
Ouy Phillips of 7lobe and John A. Bacn of Loosevelt, aleo produced ir 3ila - .
The ent.re proiuction of ...zon: wes of the choysotile variety. Sales werc cor.-

siderably greater than in 12' ‘.

‘ The mill of Pine Top Asbestos lMines, fimanced hy the Defense Plant Corp.. :..
~een acquired by the Gl'+ Asbestos Company, and is said to have tegun produc’.-:.

in Jenuary 1946,

California - The Powhatan Mining Co. (Woodlawn, Faltimore, Md.) prodi.:?
< v Lite asbestos near Castella and Hazel Creek (Sims) Shasta County - enippir.-
yoint Dunemuir. Homer E, Fenn also reported sales of tremplite from a deposi-
necar Hasel Creek. Kohler & Cr.ase shipped short-f:“er chrysotile from the ~:-..
s fonticello, Jepa County, but did not produce. Sales in 1945 were consider

¢0l, snaller than in 154k,

9
from ite ampnitole asbostos properiy 1 or Dillard, Rehur. Co 1ty

Jillard which is over the 1ine in Georgla, was «-.od by ..» °r '
;7 Woodlawn, Bal timore, Md.

Var

<]

¥

3

%

Alasca :

River district. A small quantity of long alip-fiber chrysotile also wes prodice1
candle, Alaska. '

wil|

¥

eorgig - Tne only producer in Goorgla in 1945 was the Powhatm: }ining o

Nooth Carolina - A deposit of amphibole asbest.s in Ma-on County =n'
Lan v -

3t - The Verwvnt Ash2gtos Minei Divieion of the Ruboroid Co. 50C - 5*:-

)
A Yow York 18, N, Y.) 1a operating both the new quarry one milo from the :1l1,

onths, but production was limited by a sorious shortege of labor.

(reater than in 194k,

MARKET CONDITIQNS

.4 oo old quarry close to the mill site, Woth mill end quarrics worc operaoted
mest of the time throughout the winter of 194546, as well as during tho summer

Tho long fite:

obtained in the new quarry has nct yet been adapted to spinning purposes, Lut 1s
teing nrepared -3 a high grade shingle fiber. Most of the output is short-fiter
chrysotile. Praduction was far below plant cepacity, but was, neverthe --:, .

Although the Canedia. mines were operating vi:tuclly at capacity and i:ijor
-rom Africe wcre unint:rrunted market demends threatenced ‘o exceed su 5ly. h LIS

o * r spinning fibers vased somewhat during the early mucths of 1945 but bec, e
P stronger toward i1te closs. Decreased requirements because of cancelled war ordeve
o vre moro thean compencated by dsmands from liderated countries for crudes, spin

e ard shingle fibers. Also there was san increasing demand for fibers of ‘i.c
»T at2.rry to osupply the noeds of new agbestos cement industrive r . '
~verel  oontriecs, A definite shortage nf both spinning ' .

are i lovalone . &t ne end of tho yuar.
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FUTURE OUTLOOK

The largest tonnages of asbestos are used in the building tredes. Asbestoc
cemont products in the form of flat and corrugated sheeting, wallboar?d, r.1llbomrd,
lumber end roofing shingles arc finding wider spplication at this time becausc nf
e lumber shortage. As the building program enlarges during 1546 the demands f-r
such preducts will so increase that a shortage of cement stock fibers is forecast.
Irmportent sccessories to the building trades are heat-insulation materiels suc: as
pipe and boiler covering. Eighty-five percent megnesia pipecovering and dlock in-
sulation, air-cell pipeccvering mede of asbestos paper, cements and other irsulating
products will doubtless be in heavy dsmand to spply the needs of new industriel
units as well as mamy new pudli- and private duilding projects.

A strong dss.and ie .u progpe.t zlss for the longer fiters spplied to textiie
use. The revivified mitome ile industry will demsnd large quantities of wover
braike linings and clutcr facings, snd meny woven packings and gasketu will te roi>.
to satisfy the requirecents of industrial and power plants. There will of co.rs
be a trepmndous d8cline .n demend for cable coverings, other iJdavy uses, and :r.:
tion materials for arrv robile equipzent snd aircraft, but it is believed ra .:.-
dustrial end construction needs wiii core then compensate for these losses.

The rehsbilitation of asbegtos vroducts industries in foreign countries ie an
irportent factor in the raw materials situation. In most of the countries wucic
- ~4 plants exist there gre no asbestos-producir. - industries. The supplies ..f
r. me.irislg must originate in the long-established centers of production, nam iy
Cavada, Africa snd Soviet Rugsie. This condition threatens to increase furtcr * .
darer of a shortage of supply of certain gradcs. The U.S.S.R. .8 & large agt -t
producer b1t with growing industrielization it seoms unlikely that largs qur.t:'. -
of musgien fihr - will be made availa lo to world me-ite‘s.

FOREIGN TRADE

The following table shows ioports of unmamfacturcd a. Ov .78 in.o the . it
States in 1944 and 1945. Total imports de:lined 2 percent in quantity and .< 1 '
cent 11 vaiue, The .rrs~- - oportior:l docline in value is &ue to a talling !t
in ioports of crudes and high-grado mill fido.,s, end an incronee in irports »f
low-priced short fidbers. Imports from Afr_.ca doclinod greestly. Imports fro~ the
U.S.S.R. wore about the sme in 1945 as in 1944, but the fiber received in 15L5
was of higher grads.
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Asbestos (w..enufectured) i
United States, 15uk-US,

cowmntrics and clas

rted fcr consagption in the

Trude
( including

g i

M1) fiders fhort fivors

Thort |

Yalus Yalue

.-
113, 39("

'39 %, 627‘ 05, 98!“0 720,939

7.966 81,522,202

19, 1

353, 24
14|
2, 610‘

1,859,982
1,905
15,063,111
1,118
113.390

1| 9

Rwdoata 2,545
Unicn of 1
South

Arica.. o, Lo/
Muctrelia . 2
Conada. .. 720

Cuba.....
2,525

U.S.8.R.
Kingdon.. - 1

l
!
s
1
!
i

Unitod

-
33, Qﬁg.‘ iy, 7’4:
17“ 183' ---;

6.

> wd .
9.105.1::;:'7.:.9“ “.2
"'i -

383,049 18,542,940

: l

P 13,47 1,3¢

e

U355 Thd
1!

2,625|

|

17u le?

1' 61u

2,363, 1 9,105

AT o5k V813,867, T, 199 16,266 915

P.N. 132519
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