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PROPOSED REGULATIONS

ubaabladn o 8.

ON ASBESTOS

b didad

OTTAWA - Consumer and Corporate Affairs Minister André Ouellet
and Health and Welfare Minister Marc Lalonde toduy alerted

el

industries and consumers to impending regulations thuat would
ban the importeticon of blue asbestos (crocidolite) and the siale
of consumer products containing free asbestos fibres, such as
some humidifier plates, certain types of modelling clay and
joint cement. The sale of non-consumer products containing
asbestos would also be regulated so that they would bear labels
which give information on their contents and safe usc,

Asbestos is the generic name f{or scveral related mincruls
{ that diffcr in their chemical and physical properties, All are

regarded us potentially dangerods.

Rescarch has revealed that inhalation of free asbestos
fibres is a potential health hazard, which can result in cancer.
. The danger exists for those living in the vicinity of plants
% which use asbestos as well as those working within the plants.
Experience outside of Canada shows that the hazard mav bhe creater
with blue ashestos. Although blue asbestus in not minet -
Canada, it is imported in srall amounts frem South Afrrca tor

use in the manufacture of a:bestos-cement sewcr and water pipes.
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} No danger cexists for consumors, however, [rom the

] presence of hlue ashestos in water pipes, since these fibres
] are not rcleased from the solidificd ashestos-cement mixture,
b ~The hazard is primarily associated with inhalation of thesc

fibres during the handling or manufacturing process. for

this reason, the Ministers asked industry to make changes in
their processing which will eliminate the use of bluc asbestos
as soon as possible without depleting the supply of asbestos-
cement pipe to municipalities where it is essential and to

accelerate current efforts to introduce control procedures
during the manufacturing process to prevent the circulution
of free asbestos fibres in the atmosphere.

The labelling of other forms of ashestos and non-consumer
products containing asbestos would alert workers, unions, managce-
ment and the public., Proper preccautions could be taken to uvoid
inhalation of dust from these sources,

The Ministcrs indicated that the new Hazardous Products
Act regulations would be announced shortly,
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Direclorato then NOIMes
Product Dirvcetion de
Safety I1 sécarité
Branch des produits

ASBESTOS TN Tuys AND
MODELLING MAILRIALS
ISSUE Nv |

December 10, 1975,

In line with the policy stated in
the attached relcase frowm the Minister
of Consumecr and Corporate Affalrs and
the Minister of Health and Welfare it
is proposed to ban modc¢liing materials
containing ash.:tos and toys which may
release asbestes. Tho fillowing 1is
the proposed {:<= far furlusion 1In
Part I of the Schedule to the Hazardous
Products Act.

24, Products that coataln asbestos of
any type, and itheat lir-iting the
generality of the foriysning, that con-

tain actinolite, amosite, anthophyllite,

chrysotile, creridultite, cummingtonite
or tremolite and that arce for use

a) in modelling or sculpture, or

b) by a child In lcarning or in
play and that are =ade in
such a way that asl. stos may
be relcased from the product.

It is propcued that the cffective
date will be tihv date of proclamation.
After that date j: wonld he an offence
to advertise, 'V 1+ fup~re into
Canada the above rdescribuod products.,

Asbustos hre bheen usod to make
modclling materlials. Mrborne flibres
are genernted ot tve U %crent stages,
during mixing ¢! the modelling materlal
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COMMUNTQUE AUX ENTRLPRISES

AMIANTYE DANS LES JOUETS
ET PATES A MODILLR
PUBLICATION N© |

Le 10 décembre 1975,

Conformément 3 la politique énonc’
par le Ministre de la Consonmat.on et
des Corporaticns et celul de la Santd
nationale et du Blen-Gtre soctlai dans
communiqué cl-joint, il est prorose
d'interdire la pite 3 modeler qui cor:
de l'amiante ¢t les joucts qul en dé.:
Conséquenment, on propose d'ajouter
ticle suivant 3 la partic I de i'anne.
la Lol sur les prodults dangereux.

24, Les produflts contenant de 1'amian:
de tout genre et, sans pour autant res
treindre ia portée de ce qul pricedn,
renfermant de llactinolite, de i'am»s.:
de l'anthophy!llite, du chrysotlle, du
crocidolite, du cummingtonite ou du t
lite et qui sont destinds

a) au modelage ou a la sculpture, ou

b) 3 1'éducation ou A la récréation
des enfants ¢t qui sont congus de
telle sorte gque de l'amiante peut
se dégager du prodult.

I1 est proposé que la date d'entvd:
en vigueur solt celle de la pro-ulgpar.:
Aprés cette date, annoncer, venire on
fmporter au Copada les produfts susme -
tionnés constituerait une infracticn.

L'amfante mert 4 la fabrigatton do.
pates A modeler.  Des (fhres acropoert..
e Jogngent au cours de deux dtaes
tinctes, wolt lo pétrissage deota pat.
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and from abrasion of the dried article,
for example, filing or sandlng. In one
instance commercially avallable model-
ling clay was found to centain asbestos.
Moreover, it came with Instructions that
the finlshed articles could be sanded,
filed and drilled to achicve the desired
shape. Ashestos dust could be released
during such operations.

Also affcected by the proposed
schedule [tem are rubber ftems where
the surface was dusted with tale vsed
ag a mold relevase agent. Sudcl o sur-
face 18 the intcrior of rubber balloons.
Some talcs contaln ashestos, particu-
larly tremolite, as a naturatly occurring
impurity. Asbestos frue braunds of talc
are avallable. Balloons manufactured in
Canada so far submitted to the Product
Safety Branch have becen found to be made
using an asbestos frec talc. Steps should
be taken to ensure the purity of talc used
in the manufacture of balleens.

If you have a dircct intere-t in
these proposed items, 1 weuld appreciate
receiving your views prior to lanuary 20,
1976 . Communicat!ons should he
directed to Dr. M. Brownstein of the
Product Safety Brauch.

Directoeur

Al s A e oa

modeler ct l'abrasion du produft sdéché,
par limage ou poncage par exemple. tlous
avons ¢u connaissance d'un cas on lfar-
pile 3 modeler dans le commerce renfer-
mait de l'amifante; en outre, le mode
d'emploil stipulalt gque les articles
achevés pouvaient Ctre poncés, llimés et
creusCs, pour obhtenir la forme désirée.
De tels procédis peuvent liveérer de la
poussiére d'amiantc.

L'article proposd visce anas{ les
objets de caoutchoue dont Ta surface a
été saupoudrée de tale pour les sortlr
plus facilement du moule, vomme 1'inte-
ricur d'un ballon de cooutehouc. Certalns
tales renferment des inmpuretés naturclles
d'amiante, surtout de la tremolite. 11
existe des marques dJd¢ talce sans amlante.
Jusqu'd présent, la bircction de la
sécurité des produits a constaté que les
ballons, fabriqués au Canada, qul lui ont
été soumls sont fait« aveo un tale sans
amiante. Il faudra prendre los mesures
pour s'assurer que le tale utilisé dans
la fabrication des ballons est pur,

Si{ ces modificat!ons a 1o lof vous
concerncnt directement, }Je vous <auratis
5té de falre parvenir vos obscrvations
avant le 20 janvicr 197¢ , & Dro M.
Brownsteln de¢ la Scévuritd des prodults.,

Direction de la
s€curité des produits

. ¢
¢ y// S (ﬂ [4 /(
. JoW, Blark
( Mrector
'roduct Safety Branch '
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Recommended Action

-
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Asbestos fiber is ubiquitous, appearing naturally in air and water

1 from erosion of hydrated crystalline silicate minerals such as serpentine

{ (rock). Asbestos also enters the environment through man's activities,
general earth-disturbing construction activities, mining, milling, and
fabrication of asbestos and asbestos-containing products; and the use

and disposal of these products. Use and disposal of these industrial

and consumer products will inevitably release asbestos into the environment,
how much will depend on how firmly the fiber is "locked-in" by other
constituents of the product, such as cements, binders, resins, plastics,
etc.

e " detntanthadh nits amsdf 2 K

BBS believes that exposure to consumer products containing freely
available asbestiform fibers poses an unnecessary, unreasonable and
completely avoidable potential risk to consumers that cannot be adequately
controlled by warning labeling.

The fact that great numbers of reports of free asbestos in consumer
. products are not known to the Commission does not lessen the severity of
exposure to such sources of free asbestos.

o O s IOl s $ -t el i

A’ BBS believes the reports of free asbestos-containing products have
been limited due to:

/ . Lack of label identification of free asbestos as a component
3 of certain consumer products.

. Lack of immediate symptoms, or perception of injury, following
: consumer exposure to free asbestos-containing products.

RS ¥

General lack of awareness of the hazards of non-occupational
exposure Lo asbestos.

NN R VR SPIPTENTY

Lack of chronic hazard data collection and identification

systems.

{ Therefore, because of the long latency period (widely recognized as
approximately 20 years) between exposure to asbestos and clinical
recognition of asbestos-related diseases, including cancer, and due to

the fact that the effects of asbestos inhalation are cumulative, BBS
believes the Commission must act to prevent unnecessary exposure to free

’ asbestos in consumer products from occurring. As an immediate course of
action, BBS recommends that Section 1500.17(A)(7) of the Federal Hazardous
Substances Act Regulations be amended to include a ban on free asbestos

as a component in consumer products which is not bound or "locked-in' by
other constituents of the product such as cements, binders, resins, or

plastics, etc. _ \
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