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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1969 No. 690 -~
FACTORIES -
The Asbestos Regulations 1969 S,

Made - . e - 13th May 1969
Laid before Parliament 22nd May 1969
Coming inte Operation 14th May 1970

ARRANGEMENT OF REGULATIONS
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PART 11 Exhaust Ventilation and Protective Equipment ... Tand 8
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PART V Accommodation for and Cleaning of Protective A —
Equipment .. I8 and 19
PART Vi Young Persons " 20
SCHEDULE Processes specified for the purposes of Regulation 13 U
REGULATIONS | e "k
The Secretary of State— i
(@) by virtue of her powers under sections 62, 76 and 180(6) and (7) of the [t
Factories Act 1961(a) and of all other powers enabling her in that behalf; T »
and PR YL
(n (b) after publishing. pursuant to Schedule 4 10 the said Act of 1961, notice
A of the proposal to make the Regulations and not having received any e e
" objection to the draft in regard to which she is required by the said
i Schedule to direct an inquiry to be held,
: hercby makes the following special Regulations:—
‘Z Part [
t APPLICATION, INTERPRETATION AND GENERAL
! Citation, commencement and revocation W Y

I.—(1) These Regulations may be cited ss the Asbestos Regulations 1969
and shall come into operation on 14th May 1970, [ VN

(2) The Ashestos Industry Regulations 1931(b) are hereby revoked.
(3) The Shipbuilding and Ship-repairing Rcgulations 1960(c) <hall have

' effcct as if the following provisions were omitted.-- g
- . e “w. . ' L
1 (a) in Regulation 3(2), the definition of the word “asbestos™;
i (b) in Regulation 76(1), sub-paragraphs (a) to (d); and i“ BT
i (¢) in Regulation 77, paragraphs (a) to (/). ot N
Interpretation ) . ;-!-',-- e
2.—(1) The Interpretation Act 1889(d) shall apply to the interpretation of B ae |
these Regulations as it applies to the interpretation of an Act of Parliament, i : ‘
and as if these Regulations and the Regulations hereby revoked were Acts of LT \
| Parliament. b ¥ |
i () 1961 ¢ 34 M) SR & O, 131140 (Rev. VI p. 15121931 p. 410), Lol ‘
] te) S0 19601932 (1960 11, p. 1127) (d) 1839 c. 63. B
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to say- -

Inspector;

the said minerals;

will when worn exclude asbestos dust;

“the principal Act” means the Factories Act 1961 as
any other Act,

Application of Regulations

with which asbestos dust cannot be given off,

requirements imposed by or under the prncipal Act.

Certificates of exemption

ulations—

(a) any factory or part of any luciory: ot

(2) In these Regulations, unless the context otherwise requires, the following
expressions have the meanings hercby assigned to them rc pectively, that is

“approved™ means approved for the time being by cerlificate of the Chicl

“asbestos™ means any of the following minerals, that is to sav. crocidolite,
amosite, chrysotile, fibrous anthophylliie and any mixture

“factory” includes any premises and place to which these Regulations apply;
“protective clothing™ means overalls and headgear, which (in either case)

amended by or under

(3) References in these Regulations to asbestos dust shall be taken to be
references to dust consisting of or containing asbestos to such an extent as is
liable to cause danger to the health of employed persons.

3.—(1) These Regulations shall apply to the following premises and places in
which any process to which these Regulations apply is carried on, that 1s to say,
factories and all premises and places to which the provisions of Part [V of the
principal Act with respect to special regulations for safety and health are applied
by the following provisions of that Act, namely, section 123 (which relates to
clectrical stations), section 124 (which relates to institutions), so much of

section 125 as relates to warehouses other than warehouses within any dock or MV S
forming part of any wharf or quay, section 126 (which relates to shing) and :

section 127 (which relates to building operations and works of engiucering [ e S g
construction),

(2) These Regulations apply to every process involy

ing asbestos or any
article composed wholly or partly of asbestos. except a process in connection

(3) The provisions of these Regulations are in substitution fr the provi-

sions of so much of section 1(2) of the principal Act as relates o the cleaning -

of parts of factories, being purts in which any process to which the e Regulations -

apply is carried on or into which any asbestos dust from any such process carried oI ITE L ey v
on in the factory is liable to escape, and of so much of section 63(1) of that

Act as relates to the measuies to be tiahen against ashestos dust, but save as P ——
aforesaid are in addition to and not in substitution for or in diminnt;on ol other oo -

4. The Chief Inspector may (subject to such conditions, if any, as may be
specified therein) by certificate in writing (which he may i his discretion
revoke at any time) exempt from all or any ol the requirements of these Rey-

() any class or description of factories or of parts thereol; or

containing any of

(c) any machine, plant, apparatus or process or any class or deseription
of machines, plant, apparatus or processes; or
2
e . |
|
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(d) the employment of any person or class or description ol persons,

il he is satisfied that the requirements in respect of which the exemption is

granted e not necessary lor the protection of persons employed or are
impracticable.

Obligations under Regulations

5.—(1) Exceptin the case of any place where building aperations or works of
engineering construction are earried on it shall be the duty—

(a) of every employer (whethier or not an occupier) who is undertaking in
a factory any process to which these Regulations apply to comply with
the requirements of these Regulations in relation to any person employed
by him, any plant or material under his control. and any part of the
factory in wiuch he is careving on the process or into which asbestos
dust in connection with that process is hiable to escape;

(h) of every occupier of any factory (whether or not such an employer as
aforesaid) where any such process is being carried on to comply with
the requircments of Regulations 8, 18 and 19 in relation to any person
employed in the factory (other than anv person employed by an employer
who is undertaking in the factory any process to which these Regulations
apply) and with the requirements of Part ifl of these Regulations; and

(c) of every person who is undertaking in a factory any process to which
these Regulations apply and who employs no other person in the carrying
on of that process to comply, for the protection of employed persons
working there, with the requirements of these Reaufations (other than
Regulations 8, 14 and 18 to 20) with which he would have to comply it
he were the employer of a person doing there the work which he does
himself.

(2) In the case of places where building operations or works of engincering
construction are carried on it shall be the duty of every contractor and of every
employer who is undertaking any process to which these Regulations apply 10
comply with the requirements ol these Repulations in relation to any person
employed by him and any person employed there who is linble to be exposed
10 ashestos dust in connechion with any peocess carried on by the contractor
or employer (as the case may be), and in relation to any plant or material under
his control and any part of the site where he is carrying on the process or where
asbestos dust in connection with that process is liable to escape.

(3) 1t shall be the duty of everv person employed to comply with the require-
ments of such of these Regulations as relate to the performance of or refraining
from an act by him.

Nutifications

6.—(1) Where at the date of the coming into operation of these Reeulations a
person is undertaking in a factory any process involving crocidnlite (including
the removal from any surface of lugging consisting of or contaming erovidolite),
he shall within 28 duays of that date give written notice to the inspector for
the district that he is undertaking such a process and of the address of the factory
at which he is doing so.

(2) Before a person first begins after the coming into operation of these
Regulations to undertake in o factory any such process as atoreaaid, he shall
give not less than 28 days written notice ta the inspecior for the district, or such
shorter notice as the inspector may agree to aceept, of the date on which and of
the address of the factory at which he will begin to do so.
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Part 11
EXHAUST VENTILATION AND PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT

Exhaust ventilation

7.—(1) Subject 1o the provisions of the next following Regulation, no process
1o which these Regulations apply shall be carried on in anv factory unless
equipment is provided, maintained and uscd which produces an exhaust draught
which prevents the entry into the air of any workplace of asbestos dust:

Provided that the foregoing requirements of this Regulation shall not apply
where any such process is carried on in such a manner as to be as safe as it
would be if the said requirements were complicd with.

(2) Exhaust ventilation equipment provided in accordance with this Reg-
ulation shall while ainy work of maintenance or repair Lo the machinery, appa-
ratus or other plant or equipment in connection with which it is provided is
being carried on, be kept in use so as lo produce an exhaust draught which
prevents the entry into the air of any workplace of ashestos dust.

(3) Exhaust ventilation equipment provided in accordance with this Reg-
ulation shall be inspected at leust once in every seven days and shall be thoroughly
examined and tested by a competent person at least once in svery period of
fourteen months, and a report of the results of every such examination and test
containing approved particulars and signed by the person making or respon-
sible for the carrying out of the examnation and test shall be made within
fourteen days after the examination and iest.

(4) Every such report as aforesaid shall be attached to the egencral register
and be presersed and kept available for inspection by any inspector for a period
of two years after it is made.

Protective equipment

$.—(1) Where in any factory the requirements of paragraph (1) or (2) of the
last foregoing Regulation apply, but it is impracticable to comply with those
requircments, there shall be proy ided for the use ol each person employed in any
part of the factory, being a part nto which asbestos dust from a process to

which these Regulations apply is liable to escape—
(a) approved respiratory protective equipment; and
(b) protective clothing.

(2) All respiratory protective equipment and protective clothing provided
in pursuance of the foregoing paragraph of this Regulation <hall be mamtained

(3) All respiratory protective cquipmient and protective clothing so provided
shall be used by the persons for whom they are provided while eraployed in any
such part of the factory as aloresaid.

(4) No respiratory prolective equipment so provided which has been worn
by a person shall be provided for the use of another person unless it has been
thoroughly cleaned and disinfected since Jast being worn.

(5) No person shall be employed to perform any work for which respiratory
protective equipment 1s prov Wed in pursuance of this Regulation unless he has
been fully instructed in the proper use of that equipment.
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Part 111

ClLEANLINESS OF PrEmises anp PLANT

Duty to keep clean

9. Al machinery, apparatus, work benches and other plant and equipment

used in any factory for the purposes of any process to which these Regulations

L apply, all external surfaces of cxhaust ventilation equipment provided in pur-
1. suance of these Regulations and all floors, inside walls, ceilings, ledges and other
internal surfaces of any part of a building or of any ship, being a part in which any
process to which these Regulations apply is carried on or into which asbestos
K dust from any such process carried on in the factory is liable to escape, shall,
e RN g ¢o far as is practicable, be kept in a clean state and free from asbestos waste

o T e and dust in accordance with the provisions of this Part of these Regulations.

Cleaning by dustless method
.
! 10. The cleaning required by the last foregoing Regulation shall, so fur as is
. - 3 practicable, be carried ont—
1 (@) by means of vacuum cleaning equipment so designed and constructed
i ' and so used; or .

PS—- (b) by some other suitable method such,
that asbestos dust neither escapes nor is discharged into the air of any work-

. oy lace. ~ 1
R e plac -‘,ci-n,-.'.-'.‘i\'..w_ =

: -Cleaning where cieaning by dustless method is impracticable g

11.-—(1) Inso faras itis impracticable to carry oul the cleaning _rcquired by
Regulation 9 in accordance with the provisions of the last foregoing Regula-

t lation, such cleaning shall be carried outin accordance with the provisions of this
. Regulation.

(2) Protective clothing and approved respiratory protective equipment shall

. be provided for and used by every person present in any part of a factory while
POV, TS such cleaning is being carried out in that part otherwise than in accordance ' -
‘ ATl Y. ; g 8 P PSR PNPP..
‘ ‘ with Regulation 10. = YR
1 e (3) No respiratory protective equipment so provided which has been worn
R by a person shall be provided for the use of another person unless it has been St
. thoroughly cleaned and disinfected since last being worn. [ ———
- (4) No person shall be employed to perform any work for which respiratory ’ R
i protective equipment is provided in pursuance of this Regulation unless he has Lyl %, i
et been fully instructed in the proper use of that equipment. A <‘.‘f‘_%
e (5) Any surface on which asbestos waste or dust is depusited as a result of TR ——
< the carrying out of cleaning in pursuance of this Regulation, not being a surface . ik g ‘“’:' X
o | of the cleaning equipment used, shall be cleaned forthwith. R e S P o S
S ¥ LN, -
... r - } b e g
T | Vacuum cleaning equipment Mk N i
12. Vacuum cleaning equipment used for cleaning in accordance with the } e ey
s, . provisions of this Part of these Repulations shall be maintined and have all ;: " LI
- .. .- external surfaces kept in a clean state and free from asbestos waste and dust, Fram
. b~ o iy
5
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Requirements as to constryction of buildings before first use for certain processes
13, After the date of the coming mto operation of these Regulations no

e process specified in the Schedule to these Regulations shall be carried on in
i building by the occupierof the building unless any part of such building where

E.Bl¢, any such process is carried omand has not previously heen carried on
| 'MA (a) is so constructed that all its intevior surfaces are smooth and im-
| ' pervious and is so designed and constructed as o live in o as few sir-

faces as is practicable on which asbestos dust can settle; and

(b) has a vacuum cleaning system which has filters and a source of suction
located at a fixed central point with pipes throughout the building
fitted with suitably placed inlets to which portable cleaning implements

o can be attached and is a system which is so designed and constructed

: that asbestos dust cannot escape or be discharged from it into the air

of any workplace:

Provided that the requirements of this Reguiation <hall not apply where a
process or processes so specified are carried on in a factory for a total number
of hours not exceeding eight in any week.

| Cleanliness of accommodation for clothing

{ 3 14. Where there is provided for the use of employed persons under section 59

(accommodation for clothing) of the principal Act or under any regulations
made under that Act accommodation for clothing not worn during working
hours. the accommodation so provided shall be such or shall be so situated that
ashestos dust is not deposited on any such clothing in the said accommodation.

_...
gt
i Al

L e PART IV ‘-:#"'ry‘.u"_‘;w'..'
t STORAGE AND DISTRIBUTION
Storage P ———
15. All loose asbestos in a factory shall when not in use be kept in suitable
closed receptacles which prevent the escape of asbestos dust therefrom, and all
asbestos waste in a factory shall, when storest, he kept in such receptacles.

Distribution, ete.

16. No loose asbestos or asbestos waste shall be despatehed from or as fur as

- is practicable received into a factory except in suitable clused receptiacles which
oA, d g R : - al o distributed witl 3
o A prevent the escape of asbestos dust therefrom or shall be distributed within a
factory except in such receptacles or in a totally enclosed system of conveyance.

1 " _
$ -0 Marking of receptacles
‘ . 17. All such receptacles as aforesaid shall, where they contain crocidolite, be
g L clearly and boldly marked with the words “Blue asbestos—do not inhale dust™.
F 1
¢ s Part V
g ACCOMMODATION FOR AND CLEANING OF PROTECTIVE FQUIPMENT
3 Accomodation, etc. for protective clothing and respiratory protective equipment
oSl 18.—(1) Suitable accomodation in a conveniently accessible position shall S
* e be promlcd for the use ol persons emplayed when putting on or taking ofl e s ST
j respiratory protective equipment and protective clothing providesd in pursuance %
! - of these Regulations and for the storage of such clothing and equipment when ; .
t it is not in use, 4 ; it
R . 6 k- - ...-J._,,
1
[ —
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wAAD p A ETE M = Vl
e = —— o I I . . L e ————
T —— ~— e ,
. - T e R T S SN e - <
P Lot It A ST T W Lk S TT RN TINE » S 8 B b e RRTAL LU LS

The Asbestos Regulations 1969

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
ACL Doc 25492 - Page 6 of 8

asbestosclaims.law/library/25492/6


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/25492/6

e S R

(2) All proteetive clothing and respiratory protective equipment which has
heen provided in pursuance of these Regulations for the use of persons employed
<hall when not required for usc be kept in the accommodation for storage
provided in pursuance of paragraph (1) of this Repulation, exeept when it is
necessary for it 1o be removed for cleamng or replaccment.

¢ came protective clothing shall (until it hecomes

lable for use by a parson employed on each
ce of these Regulations.

(3) So far as practicable, th
necessary 1o replace it) he avai
occasion on which he requires (o wear it in pursuan

Cleaning of protective clothing

19.—(1) All protective clothing prov
<hall at suitable intervals be cleaned.

(2) The said cleaning shall be carried out within the |

is provided

Provided that this requirement <hall not apply in the case of protective
clothing which before despatch from the factory for cleaning is properly packed
in suitable containers which prevent the escape of ashestos dust therefrom
and the containers in which it 1s packed are clearly and boldly marked with the

words “Asbestos contaminated clothing".

ided in pursuance of these Regulations

actory where the cloihing

ParT VI
Younc PERSONS

Employment of young pérsens
20. No young person shall be employed—

(a) in any process (o which these Regulations apply or in any part of a

factory into which asbestos dust from any such process carried en in
the factory would otharwise be lable to escape unless the requirements
of Regnlation 7 are comphicd with in respect ol that process: of

(k) in carrying out any cleaning in accordance with Part 111 of these
Regulations otherwise than by micans of vacuum cleaning equipment
or other suitable method in accordance with the provisions of Reg-
ulation 10.
13th May 1969.
Barbara Castle,

First Secretary of State and Secretary

of State for Employment and Productivity.

il SCHEDULE

Regulation 13

Processes specified for the purposes of Regulation 13
1. Breaking, crushing, disintegrating, opening and

sieving of asbestos, and all processes involving mar

thereto,

2. All processes n the manuiacture of yarn or clothcom

2
b, nchding preparatory

mixed with any other mater | finislung processes.
1

grinding of ashestos, and the
mixing of asbestos (including the mixing of asbestos with any other material) or the
vipulation of asbestos incidental

posed of asbestos of asbestos
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3. The making of insulation slabs or sections. composes] wholly or partly of ashestos,
and processes incidental thereto,

4. The making and repairing of insulating matiresses, composed wholly or partly
of asbestos, and processes meidental thereto,

S Any other process in the manufacture of articles composed wholly or partly
of ashestos in connection with which ashestos dust is given ofl,

EXPLANATORY NOTE
(This Note is not part of the Regulations.)

These Regulations impose requirements for the safety and welfare of persons
employed in factories and in other premises and places 10 which the Faclories
Act 1961 applies, where processes are carried on which involve asbestos or any
article composed wholly or partly of ashestos and are capable of giving rise to
asbestos dust.  The Regulations require that the processes be carried on under
an exhaust dranght or in some other equally safe way, or that protective clothing
and respiratory protective equipment be provided for the use of personsemployed.
The Regulations also impese requirements as to the cleaning of premises and
plant, the construction of buildings newly used fur the processes, the storage and
distribution of asbestos, the accommodation to be provided for protective
equipment and the dﬂm* of protective clothing.  The employment of young
persens in connection with processes to which the Regulations apply and in
cleaning work is prohibited except in speeified circumstances, The Regulations
also reguire that potification of processes involving crocidolite be sent to the
inspector for the district,

The Asbestos Industry Regulations 1931 and certmin provisions corcerning
asbestos of the Shipbuilding and Ship-repairing Regulations 1960 are revoked.
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