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JOMIS- # ,5?3? HEALTH, SAFL. 

ONE of the elements in offoctive 2un- 
trel of silicosis in foundey vperations 
{s the malntenance ol tha hiphest 
standards of housekeaping. Une phase 
of the hcusekeeping progran should in 
clude pericvdic remcval, un a schedinled 
pacis, of the dust which has gettlad 
on cverhead bstructions, plrde=s, cun- 
duits, catwalks, and ther ixed b 
jects where dust in the general atmus- 
phere nay settle and come to rest 
geveral of the shure establishnents, 
realizing the importuince of geod huuse- 
keeping conditicns in keeping down con- 
centrations of dust Iin the general 
feundry atmosphere, make use of indus- 
trial vacuum-cleaning systems for the 
periudic removal of dust which has 
gettled on cverhcad structural members 
and 2quipment. 

The importance of develuping and main- 
taining such a huusekeeping program is 
ezphasized in the folloving report sub- 
nitted recently by the Boston Naval 
shipyard: 

nperscanel working in the foundry 
have complained of the material 

L is depusited overhead and 
are in the foundry and drops 

down when the building vibrates; 
a laboratcry analysis of a sample 
¢f this depusit f:llows: 

Tin (as SpU2) vreeee 9.04 
Lead (as PB ) ..00.. 2.09 
Copper (a8 €a )ovvere 208 
Silica (a8 S1U2)eevnns 2.64 
Sulphur (as S ;. ..... 4.50 
Zing Uxide ...... The remainder, 

with the lead, copper und part of 
the zinc prasent as sulfides in 
tne sample. 

. "In that the inhalation of heavy 
metal dusts is considered a con 
tributing factor tu metal-fume 
fever, the need frr pr:tective 

\ measures is cbvivus and again 
urged."” 

gAPUCURE to asbrstos dust 1s a health 
hazard which cann t be overlooked in 
gaintaining an effoctive cecupational- 
hyglene program. Adeguate locallzed 
yentilution to malntaln dust concen 
tratiuns helow the safe ‘hresh 1d 1lim- 
yrs must Le utilized wherever pussible, 
gnd, if eircumstances warrant these 
should be supplemented by peneral-roon 
yentilation, Antivities engaged in 
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the handling of asbestcs installatlion 
and plpe covering should thorougily 
investignte tha environmental c:rndl- 
ti.na unter which thesc ouperation: are o0 
p-rformed, tuking the necessary (.ot 
ccunts and cleciking exlsting ven'ila- O 3 
ting facilities to ipsure that b c> hazard 1s bein, effeetively and n L+ 
ttpuously controlled. ITa these in 
itanses where meshanieal exhaus! ven- "5 
tilaticn must be cupplenented 1y he 
wearing of perscnal prctective equlp- 74, 
ment, personnel expused to such [ra- 
ards should be furnished the Nav, hulf 823 
misk, confourming to BuShips Ad In'. 
Specification, Masks (for Protection 
of Respiratory Organs from Toxic fumes 
and Dust), dated 16 September L1i4h, 
3IMTMM3, Type C, Clacs 1, Filter-I'ad 
Masks. 

The following repcrt from the M oval 
Shipyard,Portsmouth, New Hampshiire, 
recurds tne results of an invest.ga- 
tion conducted at that activit): 

nThere were two investigations of 
occupational-health exposures ‘ur- 
ing the munth of October. 

I (a) Condltions in the Asbestr:o 
Insulation and Pipe-Cover Section 
of Nlde. 174 were investigat.t 'nd 
it was found that the dust ccint 
in this section was upward .f 
5 m./cu.ft. 

(b) Fecommendations were ma'le as 
follows: 

1. That the asbestos covering 
process bte confined to as smill a 
secticn of the shoup as possibioe, 
2. That pruper ventilation te 
securerd. 
3. That apprupria‘e respirator:s 
be wecrn by the workers. 
4. That instruction be ¢iven 
workers in tho use of respirst rs." /// 
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FLAMEPROOFING_OF TEXTILES 
THE National Turesu of Stundards e 
¢rmtly onnounced "Clircular C 455, 
Flamoeproofing of Textiles," which ots 
forth nost rocent results of rvesensch 
to develop treatments which roduce the 
flammability of textiles nnd moke them 
rensonably resistant to effecte <O wa- 
tap, It also gilves a nev method for 
determining the rvelative flammability 
of untrested textiles, Reguerts DTor 
this publication should be eent to the 
Safety Branch,0ff1ce of Tntustrinl Re- 
lations, Putlding K-1004, Navy l'epart- 
ment, Washington 25, D. C. 
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