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THE LABOUR GAZETTE
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Frowcary, 1912 Zadeot (Caade) 761
A to unions providing unemployment
gents other than travelling pay.
it s proposed that the Ball he put o
i oporation onTuly 15, 1912, but a sub-

1913, may be substituted for the comn
ing into effect of the IMTealth Insurance
seheme, and not later than October 1,
1012 for the Unemployment ln\umnce
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f/ CRERECT OF ASBESTOS DUST ON WORKERS' HEALTH 1N
ASHESTOS MINES AND FACTORIES.
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“ ¢ ASION haviug arisen for an ens

ey into the dusty processes con-
pectedd with the manufacture of ashestos,
an inveshigation into the matler was
pade during the mouth of January by
a officer of the Department, having
peforence particulacly to the effect of
the proeesses concerned on the health
of those employed in the asbestos indus-
try.  The report on this subject 15 in
the following terins:

“The only factory in Canada for
the manufacture of ashestos goods is
situated at Lachine, Que. The opera-
tions of this factory are contined to
the making of asbestos card hoards,
piaper, slate for roofing and corrugat-
ed sheeting. In this factory about
1 hands ave employed (all males),
andd no complaints have ever been re-
voived of the existence of any dusty
The establishment is un-
o’ v the Inspection of Industrial Es-

Ulishments Act of the Provinece of
','H- bee, a copy of which is forward-
el herewith, There are no provisions
u this Act or regulations speeially

JIrocesses,

|,-,n|xe able to ashestos factories as
{ I
“The Bell Asbestos Mines and
Mills, sitnated at Thetfard Mines in

the Eastern Townships of Quebec
and employing about 425 hands, are
sqid to he among the largest ashestos

rapertics  in operation  anywhere,
'l Le processes in the Bell Mines and
\ills oy e regarded as typical of
#ll the others.  This being the dull
season, n much  reduced staff of
workers is employed at present in
lhﬂ different departments, and also

ing to the eold weather the win-
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dows in the mills are closed aud the
conditions with respect to dust are
consequently now at their worst. In
the mills | found 16 women and girls
and abaut 20 boys from 14 to 20 years
of age employed in the hand picking
of the asbestos.  In this room the at-
mosphere is kept moist from the
evaporation of the raw fibre placed
on steam pipes laid on a portion of
the floor for the drying of the fibre.
All the women found here looked
strong and healthy. and none of them
had any serions objeetions due to the
presence of dust, which is carvied off
by means of strong aspirators con-
nected with large galvanized iron
pipes into special sheds to be used in
the preparation of eoverings and for
other purposes, a small proportion
heing ejected through the roof. On
examining the surface of the new-
fallen snow avound the building 1
noticad that it was not discolored by
any dust  Other processes are erush-
ing. sereening, and carrying the fibre
in bags to be picked and separvated
inta different grades aecording to the
length of the fibre

“In brief, I obhserved in the ditfer
ent departinents of the mills less dust
than is generally found in four mills,
cotton mills. junk shops, bhakeries,
and in a large number of other n-
dustrind establishments,

“Work ig enrried on in the mills
day and vight. The number of hours
for ench shift is 10 hours during the
day and 13 hours durieg the night,
while in quarries 10 hours per day is
the rule. The shifts are clhanged
avery week from day into night work.
I was informed that a few years ago
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warkteopls in Jhe mills were sup-
plived seith 1 ospirators, but since the
adoption ard  Le installation of fans
and dust conveyors the employees
Bave ol ieetod 1o their usage,

“The owners of the mills are now
dudyiog o new method by which all
e alfersive dust will be eollected
br moani of electric magucts, and if
s is found satisfactory the system
coferred to will be introduced in the
mills.

“The work of extracting the min-
eral 14 done in open quarries and in
undargeonnd tuncels with an incline
sufiicient to draw out all offensive
duat.

“One of the oldest medical practi-
tioners in Thetford exprossed the
view that the asbestos dust tloating
in the atwosphere of the cobbing

]
INTERVIEW OF TRADES AND LABOUR CONGRESS WITH
DOMINION GOVERNMENT. y

li' bas been the practice for many

for a depntation from the
exeentive committee of the Trades and
Labour Coagress of Canada to wait an-
nually on wemhbers of the Dominion
Government  to  present resolutions
adopted at the last preceding conven-
tion of the Congress. The convention
of 1911 was held in Calgury in Septem-
ber last, the proceedines of the same
heing roported in the issue of the Lu-
lawr GGazette for Octoher

years

A deputation which desired to place
hafore the Government certain of the
resnintions adopted at the congress
waited on memhers of the Government
on Mondav, January 8th.  The inter-
view with the Government took place
in the Prime Minister's oftice, there be-
ing present the Right Tlonourable R, T.
Dorden, Prime Minister, the Honour-
able T W. Crothers. Mintiter of La
hour, and the Honourable .. P. Pellet-
ier, Postmastor Genoral,  The deputa-
tian comprised the majority of the
the executive committes
0 'Donoghue, the Parlia-

members of
and Mr. 1. G
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room had a weakoning effect

luogs of thase employed, Ile had
said, several cases of tuberenlosis y
der (reatment, but recognized
conditions in the mills had basy dag
clared greatly improved since the iy
troduction of the new apparatas fo
allaying the dust. Another medig
practitioner of long standing staf
that the employees of the Ashestg
Company affected with lung troubleg
had been so affected previous to the
employment in the mills. [t -
stated geuerally that the records
deaths from lung diseases is
higher in the centres of the ashe
industry than elsewhere,

“The number of workpeopls
gaged in the ashestos industry in an
around Thetford is between 3,00
and 4,000, -

mentary Solicitor of the Trades and
Labour Congress. Various resolutions -
passed were placed hefore the Prime
Minister and his eolleagues, and ex
planatory statements having relation to-
the same were made by the various.
members of the deputation. The Prime
Minister promised that all matters.
placed before him should receive care<
ful consideration. 4

The deputation was introduced by,
Mr. P. M. Draper, the secretary of theg
Congress. The first topic discussed was ;
the advisability of coatinuing publie
grants to the Grand Trunk Pacific Rail-
way Company in view of the dispute 3
between that Company and eertain of
its employees in western Canada. Mro
Baneroft and Mr. Somerville presented 88
the views of the Congress in this con- %8
nection.  The second resolution had =%
reference to alleged misrepresentation v
of labour conditions in Canada in the &
advertisements of certain employers;:
the administeation of the Tmmigration 5§
Act was also diseussed in this conpee- |
tion. Mr., James Simpson then intro-

proxvaiy, 1912 THE
1ol resolutions with referenc
Vl’s Day Act, tha exten-ion
e wage clanse to apply 11 casy
jovernment funds are gran o
of the eonstruction of pablic ty
o the amendinent of the Al
e enactment of a new law
iapeed by the Tmmigration br
the Interior Department. On b
the lettee earriers in the emplo
government Mr. ‘.\lellordio a
Guy presented petitions for suj
ation, improvement in nniform
crense in provincial allowanees,
proved classification. Mr. Lo
swented a resolution requesting i
Iv statement as to unemploy
the Labour Gazelte.  The que
Asiatic immigration was disey

ANNUAL MEETING OF

HAT tke Commission of (
tion has just closed a year ol
usefulness, was evideneed hy th
presented by the officials of th
committees at the Annual! Me
Ottawa on tiue Gth of January.
The Ion. Clifford Sirton, Cha
the Commission, presided. I
ductory address was brief, bu
the course of the meeting he |
some length on the great promi
peat industry in Canada. He
oo, to the work of the Comn
eonnection with the establishz
Nutional Health Laboratory, a
resull of the Commission's en
make railway companies respo
forest fires stavted by their k
Instead of himseli ontlining
of the Commission in detail,
man called on the officials in
the work to present reports.
A Hodgetts outlined the wor
taken by the Commitiee o
Health duving 1011, e Jde
steps that had heen taken to in
Federal Government in tn
sauntoria, and in the establi
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