
CRMC-Motley1000-Subj-001738

( 

(_ 

.. . 

1,,4'W grru,:cs or 

OLSON ANO OLSON 
..... 011- .. ~·- •vc~uc 

•· o. ao ■ ••• 
,ASCO. WA$ ... INGT0N 

October lS, 1956 

The Saranac Laboratory 
P. C. Eox 551 
Saranac Lake, New York 

Attn: Dr. c. W. H. Schepers 

Re: W. E. Taylor, deeeased 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to you~ letter or July 13, 1956 to us and our 
telephone conversation with you or September 12, 1956, 
we have finally got together mos~ or ei~her the origina: 
artibles presented in evidence or copies thereof ur.d 
wo~l~ like to_r7ques: your as~is:ance in ~iving us you~ 
op1~1on perta1n1~g to the pro:le~ or the claim !or deat~ 
on behalf o! ~-;. E. Tay·lor who aller;e-:l·, d!ed tror.t iisbez-:os:s 
as having been 3 ~~ter!al co~tri'Sut~~~a..~~e. 

I a~ enclosing herein the !c!lowin& ite~s for your perusal: 

- l. Asbes-:os Iden:ification 
2. Work_record of ~ece~ent 

., · 3. Autops~· r~port on decedent 
, 4. A study o! the dus: exposure as s!t up in ates: 
~ conducted at Richland, Washington 

5. Thre!✓-~-Rays admitted in evidence beins da~ed 
10-)/52, 10-67-12 and 12-17-51. 

"' In addition to which we are enclosing tive X-Ra;s not y!t 
adir.it:ed in evidence but which are dated 10-15,:,'B, 6-6-4$: 
9-J.S~;o, 10-21.-t,2, 10-~7-;2. . 
We are also writing this date to Dr. Robe~ D. Johnstor. or 
11520 S.E. Maxon Road, Vancouver, Washington, reou~sti~g t~a~ 
he immediatelv forward to you the slides prepared cy him aw · 
the time o! autQpsy. He has, however, indicated that he ~~~d 
send the slides onlv upon reoues~ of a doctor so ever. tho~Qn 
we have written to him, we would app;ecia:e it i~ y~u~~:u~~ 
forthwith write to him and request t~e slides anc tis~~-
tlocks from him. 

' ' 
. . ·--------·---- -·--- .. 
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The Saranac Laborator7 
Attn: Dr. C. w. H. Schepers 
Re: w. E. Taylor 
Pa6e 2 

We represent. ~ht J as• e"';2lo:zer who er.:Fl01ed ~,:. E. T.iyl:,r • 
prior ~o his death. Sub~eouent to his death his widow has 
applied tor the widow's pension through the Washington S:a:e 
Board of Industrial Insurance. The Oe~artmen~ of !ndu~t~ial 

f ilnsurance_ has tounfl_thB:~ _ ;h~_ ~e~e9j~~~~g.:~2~~_sj.~~;·s wh:.t~ . 

~

~as a material contributing factor of the caus~ o: nis dea-;n 
. \llnd have held that ou:- client, the last employer, is l:.able 

~or payment of the widow's pension. 
. (i 

Our concer~ is twofold, the first being,· did t~e de!enda~: 
cor.k..rJlc: asbestosis wh:le working for our client, or a: leas: 
was it1ncreaseato·ehc point-where his empfoy~er.t with o~r 
client could be held to have contributed to it sufficientl •: 
to be held liable, and secondlyr:ehe question as to whether 
cur sl.le,it woulcLbe .e:1t.it.leg _~0-~n4;ribut.1on from pre•:!c:.is 
employers or the decedent. 

. ... - - . 

We have enclo:;ed the e::::.:-e work :-ecorci of Nr. Taylor o:.:.: 
basically the facts th!Js "'ta:-···c.:.sco•;ered would in:i.!.ca:e :ha: 
he was not en-aged in a~•t "d~stv" occu~at!.on t>rior to 1943 . ---:---.»..- ·-- ------·----- . .. •... ... . .... _ - . • 
at wru.:n time ne wen: t.O2'0r_!t_ in~e .. !5!lipy~rds at~~'}c_o~ver, 
Washingt.on as an as;esto; ··m~e.r. Tne record wou~a. snow 

~'f"' that lroc October of 19~3 to i~y of 1946 Mr. Taylo~ worked 
·_in the asbestQS industry at. Vancouve~, Washing:on. Testi~ony 
/of eo-workers.at that time indicated that Mr. Taylor was 
rworking _1_1!.-~.he. ~c!s __ 9.f_J_h_ips ancL boile:- roorn:1 c! ship:: :ta t 
Lwert...._being built a~ the shipyards the:-e. Tastimo~y is to the 

.. -

effect that""'fne co~di~ionswere-extre~elv dust; and there was 

t
' pQ,_or ventilation, tnat the worKers wor~ecr-s-rx-r:o sever. ciaj•s 
a we.e.k and work~~....,!t:S)m_S_to 12 ho1:!:!_.!J!IY• !!'lTsnavrn"e; been 
in the war time years, there was a :onsidera~le a~oun~ or 
over~ima work available and ~•rfor~ed by the deceden~ an1 
others in hi3 cra!t. _ 

From 1-'.ay or 19'6.6 to approxi:nately Febru-ary of 194.8 Mr •. Ta1lor 
was not ensaged in a place where he h~d ex?osure to asces~~s 

I fibers. From Fe~ruarv o! l~~S to A:r1l 2C l9~!t.b..e-:.ia:~;~~r. 
\_ employed in the -!,3b•~~9! .. !1.eld. 

His first em~loyrnent with our clier.t occu:-red in Oc:.c:er c~ 
l.S..4.Lat which tim• he wo:ked approximat!!~:..)~ ~~~th;....fo:~;r 
employer. He subsequently was e:iplC!:•d 1ror.i 1i1 .. :1e~: ;?=..(~ ... ~ 
Oce·ooer or 19.!i.9 and subse~uently •;;~in worked !ro:n. ~•:-~.e~-:e}, ... 
195uto Octocer 27, 19;2 1or our c.1en:.,. all o. w:u'-n ,.c. 1• •

0 • 

our-client was done.in th~ asbestos :ield. 

' 

-- ~--~~----r----------------
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The Saranac Laborotor~ 
Attn: Dr. C. W. H. Sche~ers 
Re: w. E. Taylor • 
Page J 

.OLSON ANO 0 
Octobe .... , "" -"' 

It has been shown that as early as Cc~ober, l950_tnat M.r. 
Taylor had seen aJt,.octor in.Yane,g.a.ur, Washing:on at which 
time he had advised his doctor that he had been shcrt of 
breath otr and on, -·---
vr.,11e working·!~ the empl07 of our client a3 earl1 as 
the spri.D.,i_Qf io.5l it was discovered that 1-ir. '!'aylo:- r.:acl 
difficulty while working in any -place where he had anj• 
pr.ysi:al exertion because it would c~use him such a s~o .. ~­
n4.ss ot breath an:. his condition wot.:ld turn ~y~not=:,c. iie 
was, therefore, placed in what is kno~m as the cutt:r.g roo~ 
and was engaged part of the time with power saws anc nanc 

, saws in cutting and preparing the asbestos ?,rod~c~ ~or fitting. 

\
·{'Z'h~ as~esto~ u~ed was commonly termed a~ 85:~ ...E,!£;!,q~:.a_. ~~ :h -~ 

.15:..i, ~so'!st.g_s ~cier. :1auch or the time that he wa.3 wor,::.nc in 
·the cutting ~oom, how!ver, he was engaged solely !n the cu::ir.g 
of a for: or paper ~sej ior a covering tor the ~scestc~ ar.d 
also cut.tins cetal ba~ds. ~e attempted to set up a tas: in 
a cutting roo~ as compa~aole to the actual workshop as we 
:o~!c. In f■ ct, even the doors and window~ were ke?t closed 
at the tice o! the test in order to give a maximum cor.c-.r.:ra­
tio~ as far as possible. We have enclosed the results o! tha~ 
test in this letter. 

Fur~her testimony would indicate that some lay people felt 
that he was in ra;rlY. ,ood hulth...J.J~J;il as earl:,:_.!1_s 19..2.2 at 

- whi::h time it ··.became progressively more difficult for him 
to breathe ar.d his c;anotic worsened. He was actuall:: dis­
charged because of a force reduction in October o! 1952 and 
died in June o! 195). 

We have also had te3ted a sample or the asbesto3 that wa3 
being used and.have enclosed a cop; ot the report incicating 
that antho~hyllite was being useJ. How~ver, we do r.ot have 
an accurannise"O~~ni'Ebirthe anthophyllite was the cr.ly 
type that was used or not at this time. However, in our tele­
phone conversation ycu indicat.ed that. you could deterr.-.i~c !':~m 
the slides the type oi asbestos th~t would hav•.~c=~~il:;!~ in 
the asbestosis bodies. We would l:.ke to have tnis in ... o., .. awion 
as well. 

. ~ 
This or cours~ has b4en a conden3ation of a ~rea~ m3 ny w~w­
ness~s and may ~ot be sufficiently elaborate to aic you in 
vour conclusions, particularly as to whether the decedent ~~1 
have had asbestosis at th•'time that he came to wcrk for our 

-----------------------------------------
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The Saranac Laboratory 
A~th: Dr. C. w. H. Schepers 
Re: W. E. Taylbr 
Page 4. 

01.SON AND OLSON 
Oc:ob~r le, 1956 

client, but should you need any turther 1ntor~.tion, please 
!eel tree to eith&r write me at the above address, or call 
me ~ollact at the number stated on the letterhead. 

Insotar as we have been given a limited time in which to 
contact you and secure a report, we would appreciate your 
prompt attention to this matter it at all possible. 

We must, or course, hnve all or the itews which we have 
enclosed herein returned to us as mo~t cf them have either 
been ad:nitted into the cour~ records or will be aci:.it~ed in 
the immed~ate future. 

RLO:HD 
Enc. a/s 

Registered mail--
return receipt r.~quested 

Very :ruly yours, 

.· CL5Qr; & OLSON 

B ... J. 

-----·----·---------------------------- __ ... ·-
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