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October 13, 1356

The Saranac Laboratory
P. C. Box 551
Saranac lake, New York

Attn: Dr. G. W. H. Schepers
Re: W. E. Taylor, deceased
Dear 3Sir:

Pursuant to your letter of July 13, 1356 to us and our
telephone conversation with you of September 12, 1656,
we have finally got together most of either the original
artitles presented in evidence or copies thereof anc
‘ would like to request your assistance in giving us your

<E< opinion pertaining to the protlem of the claim for deata
on behalf of V. &. Tarlor who allegedly died from ast23%0sis
as having been a material consrivutinZ cagse.

I am enclosing herein the fcllowing items for your perusal:

— 1., Asbestos Idenzification
2. Vork record of dececent
* 3. Autopsy regort on decedent
I L., A study of the dust exposure as set up in a test
! conducted at Richland, Washington )
. 5. Three X-Rays admitted in evidence being dated
N\, 10-3/52, 10-642 and 12-17-51.
N .
A\

In addition to which we are enclosing five X-Rays not yet
o, & admitted in evidence but which are dated 10-15¢«8, 6-6-42,
v 0-19+50, 10-27-2}. 10-27-52. :

. . . '

/ . We are also writiag this date to Dr. Robert D. Jonnstfn of

v 7™ 11520 S.E. Maxon Rgad, Vancouver, Washington, regugstagg t?at

X he immediately forward to you the slides prepare oy &m ?yuld

the time of autopsy. He has, however, indicated t?a; €: fgh
send the slides only upon reguest of a doctor sofe:en wég%ﬁ
we bave written to him, we would appreciate it if zg:_uﬂ is

(; forthwith write to him and request tas slides and sue

tlocks from him.
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We represent the lass employer whc ermployed ¥W. 3. Taylor -
prior to his death. Subsequent to his death his widow has
applied for the widow's pension through the Washington State
Board of Industrial Insurance. The [lepartmenr of industrial
|iInsurance has found that the dececert had—asbésiosis wnicn
tas a materizl contrivuting factor of the cause ol nis dea:n
\land have held that our client, the last employer, is liatle
for payment of the widow's pension.

Our concern is twofold, the first beingp did the defenzant
corngract astestosis while working for our client, or at least
was it Increased to the point~where his employment with our
client could be neld to have contributed to it sufficiently
to be held liatle, and secondly,-the question as to whether
ocur slient would.be.eatitlied to_gontribution from previcus
empioyers of the decedant.
AL ASIR SISl v
- We have enclosed the ensire work recoré of Mr. Taylor bus
QL basically the facts thus 1ar discovered would indicase that
he was not engaged in anv "dusty" occupation prior to 1943
at #nizh time fie went to work in th2 shipyards at Vancoiver,
Washington as an ascesios worker. 1he record wou.d show
~' ' that Irom October of 1543 to HMay of 1946 Mr. Taylor workad
* in the asbestos industry at Vancouver, washington. Testimony
!of eo-workers .at that time indicated that Mr. Tarlor was
iworking in thne holds of ships and.boiler rooms c¢i ships trhat
were being built at the shipyards taere. Testimony is to the
effect ne conditions were extremelw dusty and there was
poor ventilation, that tfhie workers worked Six to seven cays
a yeex wrJ worked from_8 to 12 hours & day. .uis naving veen
in the war time years, there was a consideradle amount of
overtime work availatle and performed by the decedent ani
otkers in his crafc. .

From May of 19.6 to approximately February of 194€ Mr. Taylor
was not engaged in a place where he had exposure to astesios
( fibers. From February of 16i8 to Acril of 1948 he waz_agzlin
L employed in the asbestos Iield. :

. His first employment with our cliert occurred in Octcter cf
. 1648 at which time he worked approximately 32 moatas :or our

L emplover. He subsequently was emplcged'Tfib'?ﬁﬁé‘:@‘}?é?:gg
(_ k3 Octdter of 1GL5 and subsequently again worked from Septemtes

]
—— = Sene £ wai zscri for

1650 to Uctooer 27, 19532 for our ciient,-all ol whicn werx 210
et o> c————— - -

~in our client was done in the asbestos Iield.
’! , ) :  }
l Vv . .
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‘ 8 Re: W, E. Taylor
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OLSCN AND O

Jetober 12,

It has been shown that as early as Cctober, 1G50 that i4r,
Taylor had seen a _doctor in Vancouver, Washingion at which
time he had advised his doctor that ne had teean shcrt of

breath off and

e ——-

Wnile working in the employ of our client as early as

. the spripnz of 195]1 it was discovered thet Mr. Taylor nad
difficulty while working in any place where he had any
physi:il exertion because it wculd cause him such a szazs-
ness ol breath and his condition would turn cyanotic. iie
was, therefore, placed in what is known as the cuctting room
and was engaged part of the time with power saws anc nanc

saws in cutting and preparing the asbestos product for fitting.

: “The asbestos used was commonly termed_as 85% magnesiz with 3

\15% wsbestos hinder. Much of the time that he was worxing in
the cutting room, nowever, he was engaged solely in the cutt
of a form of paper used for a covering for the astestcs and

-

also cutting metal bands. (/e attempted to set up a tcst in
a cutting room as comparable to the actual workshop as we
Q; could. In fac:, even the doors and windows were kept closed
: at the time of the test in order to give a maximum concenira=-
tion as far as possivie. Ve have enclosed the resulits of thas

test in this letter.

Further tesiiﬁony would indicate that some lay people felt

that he was in fairly good kealth until as early as 19352 at
- whizh time it became progressively more dITficuit for nim

tc breathe and his cyanotic worsened.

He was actually dis-

charged because of a force reduction in Cctober of 1552 and

died in June of 1952:

We have also had tested a sample of the asbestos that was
being used and .have enclosed a copy of the report incicatin
that anthophyllite was being usel. However, we do nct nave
an accUrPNte NIsStory ol whether the anthopryllite was the orly

type that was used or not at this time.

However, in our tele-

phone conversation ycu indicated that you.c:uld de:erm}nf'grgg
the slides the tvype of asbestos that would ave'gc:gmu‘izf.
the asbestosis bodies. We would like to have tais information

as well,

i g i reas many wit-

This, of course, has been a condensation of a greac .

. neisés and may not be sufficiently elaborate to aic yqnnénmay

(L vour conclusions, particularly as to whether the de;es:: o
have had asbestosis at the'time that he came to werk so:
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OLEON AMD OLSON
October 18, 195¢

The Saranac Laboratory

sth: Dr. G. W. H. Schepers
Re: W. E. Tayldr

Page 4L

client, but should you need any further information, plea:ze
feel free to either vrite me at the above address, or call
me tollect at the number stated on the letterhead.

Insofar as we have been given a limited time in which to
contact you and secure a report, we would appreciate your
prompt attention to this matter if at all possibile.

We must, of course, have all of the items which we have

enclosed herein returned to us as most ¢f them have either

been admitted into the court records or will be admitsed in
the immediate future.

Very ¢ruly yours,

" OL30K & OL3ON

oo

RLO:HD
Enc, a/s

Registered maii--
return receipt requested

(%)

- v - S oo
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