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In the political arena, the competition 
for top spot as the strongest supporter of 
environmental reform is fierce. In his 
State of the Union message, President 
Nixon said that we must “make our 
peace with nature and begin to make 
reparations for the damage we have 
done to our air, to our land and to our 
water”—and there are many other 
politicians equally as concerned and 
equally as vociferous. 

At the grassrootslevel, April 22nd, 
less than two weeks from today, has 
been designated “Earth Day”’ by various 
groups—mostly high school and college 
students who are concerned about the 
serious air and water pollution problems 
facing the nation. Plans for 
environmental “teach-ins”, the 
picketing of pollution sources, and other 
activities are being formulated for this 
day of national environmental 
involvement. Industry, as you might 
suspect, is the chief target of “Earth 
Day. 

True Concern or Faddism? 

Some cynical observers believe that all 
this concern with the state of the 
environment may be nothing more than 
amid-winter fad, and that when the 
ecological craze begins to wane in the 
spring sunshine, we’ll toss the subject of 
environment onto our ever-mounting 
garbage heap along with the Davy 
Crockett hats and the hula hoops and the 
Nehru jackets. 
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Personally, I don’t think that this is 
going to happen. Certainly, there is an 
element of faddism in all this 
enthusiasm, but there also is a solid 
foundation of public concern about this 
issue which will see to it that the present 
torrent of words is followed by action. 

This is of special importance to those 
of usin industry. If we think for a 
minute that the so-called conservation 
kick is going to die of its own accord and 
that we can mark time until its demise, 
we are going to be in for a very large and 
very expensive surprise. This is a 
problem and an issue that is not going to 
go away —the politicians are not going to 
forget about it, the people are not going 
to forget about it, and it would be to our 
great advantage if we don’t try to forget 
about it. 

Knowing that there is something 
wrong with our environment and that 
people on every level are concerned 
about it is really not much help when it 
comes to answering the question of what 
should be done about it. 

If, as many experts estimate, we are 
facing a decade-long struggle that may 
ultimately cost one or two hundred 
billion dollars, it would seem to me to be 
of the utmost importance to place the 
problem in some sort of perspective and 
to search for a system of priorities that 
will show us the way to get the job done. 

2 

Faustin J. Solon, Jr., Our Shrinking Environment, Speech to the Savannah Industrial Management Club (1970)
ACL Doc 25126 · Page 5 of 26

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/25126/5

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/25126/5


Faustin J. Solon, Jr., Our Shrinking Environment, Speech to the Savannah Industrial Management Club (1970)
ACL Doc 25126 · Page 6 of 26

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/25126/6

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/25126/6


Faustin J. Solon, Jr., Our Shrinking Environment, Speech to the Savannah Industrial Management Club (1970)
ACL Doc 25126 · Page 7 of 26

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/25126/7

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/25126/7


A Lifetime of Demands 

Every eight seconds a new American is 
born, and on the average he will live for 
about 70 years. During his lifetime the 
demands he will make of his 
environment will be enormous. He will 
use 56 million gallons of water; 21 
thousand gallons of gasoline; 10,150 
pounds of meat; 28 thousand pounds of 
milk and dairy products; 9 thousand 
pounds of wheat and great storehouses 
of all other varieties of food and drink. 
Collectively, the annual crop of 4 million 
or so babies will, in their lifetime, buy 
more than one billion pair of shoes, 
demand 200 million pounds of steel and 
consume enough lumber to construct a 
ten-foot wide boardwalk 42 times 
around the earth at the Equator. 

While their demands are not as great as 
our own, the population of the rest of 
the world is growing at an even faster 
pace. 

Of all the people who ever lived since 
man first appeared on this planet, 
approximately half are alive today. 
World population, on the whole, is 
doubling every 35 or so years. We all 
know the rate of malnutrition and 
starvation in the underdeveloped 
countries of the globe. Imagine what 
conditions will be like in another 35 
years. The idea of 2%2 billion starving 
Chinese, with the Bomb,isnot avery 
pretty thought to contemplate. 
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Fortunately, population control is 
being worked on with increasing vigor 
and some success in all sections of the 
globe, and there is considerable hope 
that the world growth rate can be 
arrested to the point where we can 
establish some sort of working balance 
with the environment. If not, we will 
reproduce ourselves out of house and 
planet before our great grandchildren 
will have reached middle age. 

The second major factor in the 
crippling of our environment has been 
industrialization and the struggle for the 
better life for all of us. This may sound 
strange that the very elements that made 
this country prosper should now be 
contributing so heavily to its problems, 
but it is a fact that must be accepted. 

To supply the demands of a growing, 
affluent population, industry must 
produce more and more goods. Most of 
it, either in production or in finished 
form, will add to our growing pollution 
problems. The more industry expands, 
the more people and machines it needs 
to get the job done and the more people 
that work, the more goods are needed to 
supply their needs and wants. 

“The environment is not limitless.” 

The basic problem with this simple 
economic theory is that it works in 
reverse when applied to the 
environment. The more demands that 
are made of the environment, the less it 
can supply. The environment is not 
limitless. It is finite. D 
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That these fumes and dusts are 
extremely lethal is unquestioned: For 
example, an inversion layer blanketed 
New York on Thanksgiving Day in 1966, 
trapping all the choking, gagging fumes 
that would otherwise have risen up out 
of the city. 168 people died, most of 
them elderly folks with a history of 
respiratory troubles. 

Fortunately, the vast majority of the 
country, if not its people, still enjoys 
clean, crisp, breathable air. And our still 
abundant trees and plant life, as you 
know, constitute a continuing source of 
fresh oxygen for the atmosphere. 

The solution, from an ecological point 
of view, is therefore relatively simple. 
Stop polluting the air and nature’s own 
mechanism will soon restore it to its 
natural, healthy state. Unlike water 
pollution, air pollution when stopped, 
leaves no lasting residue. We have 
categorized most of the contaminants to 
be found in city air. We know where they 
come from. The question of eliminating 
them, therefore, is one of simple 
technology—something we as Americans 
are very good at. The automobile 
manufacturers, for example, are working 
on their share of the problem. So are 
many other industrial firms. 

Given sufficient push and financial 
backing, I believe that most major 
sources of air pollution can be 
eliminated within five years and 
certainly by the end of the decade. We 
can achieve Mr. Nixon’s pledge in this 
area. 

10 

Faustin J. Solon, Jr., Our Shrinking Environment, Speech to the Savannah Industrial Management Club (1970)
ACL Doc 25126 · Page 12 of 26

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/25126/12

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/25126/12


F 

Water pollution, on the other hand, is 
amuch more difficult problem and, I 
fear, is going to require a good deal more 
time, if not money, to control. 

That the problem is reaching alarming 
proportions is without question. Let me 
give you a few statistics. In 1965 we used 
in the United States on the average, 359 
billion gallons of water a day. This 
worked out to 1,900 gallons a day per 
person, of which 1,750 gallons were used 
by industry and government. By 1980, 
instead of 359 billion, we will be using an 
estimated 600 billion gallons of water a 
day, an increase of two-thirds in a 
quarter century. 

Where is this vast increase going to 
come from? Certainly not from the 
horribly polluted rivers and streams that 
flow through our major urban centers. 
Most of these waters are so foul that they 
can not even be used for industrial 
purposes, let alone for human 
consumption or recreation. 

The Great Lakes—Ecological Disasters 
Take the Great Lakes. They used to be a 
common source of fresh water for the 
heavily industrialized Northeast, but the 
dumping of untreated industrial and 
sanitary wastes into their waters has 
reduced them to ecological disasters. 
Lake Erie—I spent my boyhood near its 
shores—was once the world’s 12th 
largest lake; clear, beautiful water, 
abundant w1th many kinds of fish. Now, 
it’sa 10,000 square mile septic tank. The 
only species of fish thriving in its waters 
is a mutant of the carp that has adapted 
itself to living off poison, 
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Politicians are therefore not 
particularly keen on allocating huge 
sums of taxpayers’ money for projects 
that may not show results for ten or 
twenty years. They like projects that will 
show results in time for the next 
election. For these reasons, politicians 
are more inclined to passlaws and 
impose regulations than spend money on 
environmental projects. Of course, there 
are exceptional politicians—and you 
may very well have some in your area 
and in your state. But generally 
speaking, I believe I’m right—that most 
politicians like to spend money only for 
rather immediate, conclusive results. 

For that reason, the argument for 
industry to pay the lion’s share of 
cleaning up the environment strikes a 
warm note in the heart of the average 
American politician. It also appeals to 
our avowed sense of justice. If industry 
messed up the nation’s air and water, it is 
only right that it should pay to put 
things right. I might point out, before 
proceeding, that nobody is pressing state 
and city governments to pay for cleaning 
up their problems. Most of them are flat 
broke as it is, and besides, the politicians 
that run them are susceptible to the same 
pressures as their brethren at the Federal 
level. Which leaves us with 
industry—good old rich, corrupt 
industry, they would have you 
believe—already convicted by the 
nation’s press as being chiefly 
responsible for the environmental 
problems facing us. 
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Industry’s Problems 
There are, of course, enormous problems 
that industry will have to face and 
conquer in its position of environmental 
whipping-boy. For example, while most 
large corporations have the money and 
technical resources to undertake a 
thorough clean-up of their own facilities, 
what of the small or medium-sized 
company or plant working on so narrow 
a profit margin that waste-treatment 
costs would force it under, throwing 
perhaps thousands of men out of work? 
One solution suggested for companies 
facing this sort of dilemma is a series of 
tax benefits or rebates for the 
non-pollution of air and water, but I fear 
that we are going to see strict control 
regulations enacted long before anyone 
takes a serious look at the problems of 
the companies being regulated. 

Another problem is that most 
ecologists and politicians, responding to 
the present popular clamor, demand 
immediate action from industrial 
polluters, but this immediate action is 
more often than not beyond the 
capabilities of even the largest 
corporations. 
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These are only a few of the many 
different types of situations that 
industry is going to have to face in its 
efforts to clean up its own pollution 
problems. I’'m sure that most of you 
could add additional items to the list, 
many of which would, I'm positive, be 
even more difficult to solve than the 
ones I’ve touched upon. One thing is 
sure. We in industry are going to be 
expected to get these things done. 
Perhaps we will receive some assistance 
in the form of understanding legislation 
from politicians who realize the 
problems that industry is faced with. 

At a press conference held last month 
in Atlanta at the time of our annual 
meeting, Clinton Burnett, the President 
of our company, suggested that one way 
legislators could assist industry in its 
clean-up activities would be to decide 
once and for all on hard-and-fast, 
realistic pollution standards for industry 
to shoot at, rather than changing the 
standards every few months or years as 
they do now. He said that state and local 
governments should also refuse to issue 
building permits for new factories until a 
company has proven that the new 
facility it wants to put up is not going to 
be a source of air or water pollution. 
Then, at least, we wouldn’t be adding to 
our problems, and we could apply those 
standards to cleaning up existing plants. 

1 would hope that legislators across 
the country would take comments like 
these to heart and act on them, but I 
wouldn’t depend on it too strongly—not 
in the very immediate future at least. 
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No Credit for Industry 

Another thing I wouldn’t depend on too 
strongly is receiving any credit for what 
we do accomplish. We are in the 
unenviable position of the man who has 
been ordered to stop beating his wife. No 
matter what we do, we just can’t win. 

It’s true. You wouldn’t know it from 
what you read and what you see on 
television, but many companies are 
working hard on their pollution 
problems today and are in fact making 
enormous progress. 

I’'m not suggesting mountains of 
praise for our efforts. I would however 
hope at least for the understanding and 
support of the people, the politicians 
and the news media in our plant 
communities and across the country. 

As for getting the job done . . . I think 
that in the long run the most feasible 
plan is to have industry as rapidly asit 
can, stop doing what it has been 
doing—polluting our air and water—and 
work with federal, state and local 
government to clean up the mess that’s 
already been made. Stopping our present 
pollution is the most important first step 
to be taken. And industry is on the firing 
line—or in front of it, depending on your 
point of view. 
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Let’s accept this initial responsibility 
as being ours. . . and let’sdo it now. On 
the negative side, if we do not accept, 
then we will be regulated to such an 
extent that some companies could be 
forced out of business and others so 
restricted in their operations that the 
free enterprise system could suffer 
serious harm. T 
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This is the point of view that I believe 
the young people in our country today 
are adopting; the sincere ones who’ll be 
involved with Earth Day on April 22nd. 
Young men like my friend, Matt 
Swetonic here, who already has this 
viewpoint. It was Matt who put together 
much of the statistical material and gave 
me the benefit of his thinking in 
preparing this talk. His heart was in 
it—he said he never enjoyed a piece of 
speech research quite as much as this one 
because he knows it’s an important 
cause. 

Young men like Matt, and hopefully 
older men like me, believe another thing 
. . . that man as a species, despite all the 
excesses that he himself has wrought on 
his environment, is not yet in danger of 
extinction. However, if he persists in his 
unthinking ways—if he continues to 
reproduce his own kind in massive 
numbers, if he does not cease his endless 
despoilment of his own air and water, if 
he continually takes from nature 
without a thought for the future, then he 
will in time throttle the ability of our 
already shrinking environment to 
support his species, and he will perish 
from the earth. 
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I don’t think this will happen, though. 
If man has throughout the ages 
demonstrated one outstanding quality, 
it is his ability to surmount any obstacle, 
however difficult, that has stood in the 
way of his unending search for a better 
life. If this resiliency and determination 
is applied to the problem of the 
environment, and I believe it is going to 
be, then [ have no fear that our futures 
and our children’s futures will be as filled 
with clean air and sparkling waters as 
were our grandparents’ yesterdays. 

I have great faith and belief in the 
things to come. Like one of my favorite 
people—Charlie Brown—of the Peanuts 
comic strip. Asked to name his favorite 
day of the year, Charlie paused only a 
moment and then answered, “Well, I’'ve 
always been kinda fond of tomorrow.” 

To ensure a good tomMOIrow, we’ve got 
to work together to begin to get thisjob 
done today. ' 

Thank you. 
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