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visited the pipe cover and insulation shop when he was 

at Mare Island Shipyard. 

A. I wouldn't know. 

/ Q. When you made your trips with Gerlach, did 

either vou or Mr. Gerlach drop off any literature at 

Mare Island Naval Shipyard? 

\_\Nmf’ A. Yes. ) 
Q. Where would yocu drop c¢££ the literature? 

A, To those that requested it. 

Q. Do you recall what areas those persons 

workea in? 

P
R

 

2, Engineering and 01
1 ; 

L ] LR ] vrchasing, [1
p]

 

Q. When you made your trips to Mare Island 

" + 

ag a technical oervice repregsentative, >
 

o
] faval Shipyar 

with other Manville salesmen or Western Asbestos 

salesmen, was one of the purpocses, in those trips, to 

promote the sale of Jchns-Manville products? 

MR. JARVIS: Could he gead the question, the 
court reporter, I'm asking? 

[Pending question read] 

MR. JARVIS: Could I just ask whose purpose? 

Are we talking about Western MacArthur's, the Johns- 

lanville people who he accompanied or himself? 

MR. AUSTIN: Let me rephrase it and make it 

clear. 
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selling? 

MR. JARVIS: Are you asking him, did he meet 

‘with people to talk about Thermobestcs? Because I 

thought that he had already asked and answered that. 

MR, AUSTIN: Well, this is in regard to -- 

Q. Your purpose for speaking with the 

engineers was to promote the sale, one of the purposes, 

was to promote sale of Johns-Manville products. 

A. Yes, 

Q. Was one of products that you would meet 

with them for the purpose of promoting the sale of 

Thermobestos? 

A, VYes. 

Q. Was one of your purposes for meeting with 

people from Purchasingmto promote the sale of 

Jonns-Manville products? 

A, Yes, 

é. Was one of the produEts that you would be 
promoting the sale of Thermobestos while meeting with 

Purchasing? 

A. Yes.,’ 

//—__——__— Q. Would you drop off any literature with 
Purchasing or with the engineers? 

‘ A. Yes. 
Q. With both or just one? 
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A. Yes, both. 

Q. Did you drop off any literature that 

related to Thermobestos during this period? 

A. I can't recall specifically, but I would 

obvicusly say "yes." 

MR. JARVIS: Well, let me just interject. He 

is asking you to recall specifically. If you don't 

know, if you don't have a specific recollection, that's 

a legitimate answer, We don't want you to guess about 

what vou did or didn't do. If you do have a 

recollection, then testify about your recoliection, but 

3
 

den't O
p]

 uess that you micht have dene scmething., Go 

ahead with your questions and answers. 

THE WITNESE: I denit know. 

MR. AUSTIN: Q. You don't recall specifically 

Q. Was it your normal practice, while ycu 

were at Mare Island Naval Shipyard, to drop off 

literature regarding your products wiéh Purchasing and 
with the engineers? 

MR. JARVIS: Again, that's a bit of a double 

question. Make sure you understand before you ansver 

it as such. 

THE WITNESS: - I think you really have to 
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redefine that question for me because it is a double. 

k//// MR. AUSTIN: Q. Was it your normal practice 
| 

to drop off literature while you were at Mare Island. 

Naval Shipyard? 

A, Yes. I have to correct that. It woculd be 

relative more to engineering than it would have been to 

Purchasing. You said is it a "normal practice," and I 

don't know what normal is. 

Q. Is it something you would normally do? 

When you would go Mare Island Naval Shipyard -- and 

let's say the engineers =-- when you would visit with 

ja
 1
 

the engineers, was it nermal for you to drop off £ 

literature? 

> 
A. Yes. 

D
 

Q. And would it be normal for you to drop off 

/ literature that dealt with Thermobestos? 
MR. JARVIS: 1Is this not the same qguestion he 

just answered a little while ago? 

MR. AUSTIN: No. The other question was: Did 

he specifically recall dropping offiliterature with 
regard to Thermobestos, 

\\ MR. JARVIS: Okay. 

THE WITNESS: Yes. \ 

MR. AUSTIN: Q. Do you recall, while you were 

a2 salesman with Manville, any pamphlets or any 

TEVAUASA NOTADM T IS { AT R\, A0 N2AEN_. 
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literature that you had in your possession that dealt 

with Thermobestos? 

A, Yes. 

Q. What was in that literature? What did it 

talk about with regard to Thermobestos? 

A. Talked about the product information 

sheets. These were sizes, types. 

Q. Did it talk about how the product would be 

used by the consumer? 

A, Yes. 

Q. Did this liceracure contain any healtn 

warninge, that vou can recall? 

MR. JARVIS: What time period are we talking 

avbout? 

MR. AUBSTIN: While he was a salesman, up until 

September of 1970. 

THE WITNESS: I don't recall. 

MR. AUSTIN: Q. Would the purpose for 

dropping off literature with people at Mare Island 

Naval Shipyard include, as one of p;rposes for dropping 
it off, be to promote the sale of_the product, whatever 

product the literature dealt with? 

MR. JARVIS: Again, when you say people at 

Mare Island, I believe his testimony has been that some 

engineers, he recalls .it was more, he corrected himself 

. e m e A
T T AT r av A2 N2AEN 

Deposition of James F. Gilkinson in Johns-Manville v. United States, Excerpts (1984)
ACL Doc 24456 · Page 6 of 7

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/24456/6

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/24456/6


15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

74 

and indicated it was generally the engineers that dealt 

with and -- 

MR. AUSTIN: Well, I think his testimony 

speaks for itself, as toc where he dropped it off. This 

guestion is all inclusive as to what literature Mr. 

Gilkinson would drop at Mare Island Naval Shipyard. 

Q. Was one of the .purposes of dropping off 
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iterature to promote sale ¢f a product that the o
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literature described? 

A, Yes, I guecss so. 

Q. You were a salesman. That was yocur job, 
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A. VYes. 

Q. ©Now, Mr. Gilkinson, are you aware, as we 

sit here todav, that there are certain health hazards 

associated with the inh%lation of asbestos fiberg? 
A. VYes. 

Q. What diseases or problems are you aware of 

as we sit hear today? 

A. Mesothelioma, cancer. 

Q. Asbestosis. 

A. Asbestosis. 

Q. When did you first become aware that 

inhalation of asbestos fibers could cause asbestosis? 

A, 1975, 
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