
- ILLEGIBLE 
~ DOCUMENT> 
| 

THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENT(S) IS 
~ " ILLEGIBLE OR OF POOR LEGIBILITY 

IN THE ORIGINAL. THIS IS THE BEST 
COPY AVAILABLE. 

I S—————— .. 

The Cancer Syndrome (Excerpt) (1980)
ACL Doc 25447 · Page 1 of 17

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/25447/1

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/25447/1


“ided SYNDROM 
4 DbyRalph W. Moss 

Wit has gone wronge with the “war 
on cancer “=the massive govern- 
ment campaten against the disease 
that kills one American in five? This 
“war,” waced largely by costly sur- 
gery. radiation therapy, and toxic 
chematherapy, s at best at a stale- 
mate, and at worst, lost, The tradi- 
tonal or the orthodox methods of 
treatment have arrived at a dead 
end. 

The Cancer Syndrome is a critical 
investigaton into the treatment of 
cancer. [t discloses how the cancer 
establishinent of rescarch nstitu- 
tons, hospitals, medical associations, 

__government agencies, foundations, 
and large corporations. often work in 
such a way that inadequate measures 
are taken and important possibilities 
are left unexplored. 

Woexamunng in detail six of the his- 
toncally most imnevauve unorthodox 
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the emvironmment and fosw «ompue 
Cral motives direct whic i new s 
we developed whide excludime the 
commonlv available substances that 
cannot e patented or exclusivels 
marketed 

The Caneer Syndrome ofters no pan- 
aceas nor does it atempt 10 assign 
blame: But it does disclose the PO - 
ertul torces that continue o pallute 
o enviromment with carcinogens, 
sufle radieal new approachies 1o 
treatment. and fead o nusleading 
expectinons for cures: The book 
makes clear that only by understand- 
g how we have reached the present 
tmpisse Gy we begin to redirect the 
enormous resonrces available o fight 
and achieve control over this 
dreaded atthiction 
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methods of treannent—Lactrile, vit- 
min therapy, Coley's Toxms. Burton's 

=
 

nnmunology the Livingston yvae- 
e, and hydrazine sullate=Ralph 

Moss alvo exposes the inner workings 
ol the cancer establishment s 
Aarcumentas not that a conspiracy 
CNISIN T prevent the discovery of a 
CHIC 01 Lo SUppress pronysing alter- 

nate appriviches. but rather that the 
sel-imterest ol these varnons agen- 
clesaansutitions and pracutioners is 
olten at odds with new discoveries 
and the needs of the victims them- 
selves The book also detatls how the 
Biancal mvolvement ol certan 
Lirge corporations s in diregt con- 
et withy the atempt todentfy and 
climinate cancer-causing agents in 
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A Treelhnee witer living i New 
York City, Ralph Moss as tormer 
Assistant Divector of Pubhic Alfars at 
Memoral Stoan Ketterme Cancer 
Center Heis the anthor of naimerons 
arteles, many of them on cincer 
research tor such magazimes as 
Scwence Dwgest. The Progressive, and 
Science and Socicty 
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The Harvest of Death 
RALPH W, NOSS 

4 

TM~ 

. Not long ago, “asbestosTM was a re wsurning word. Literally me ining Ungen hedTM or moeasingye the name refers to a famly ol miner- als which share the maue and usetul quahity of being unharmed by heat or fire. For all practical purposes, ashestos will not burn 
Some 4,500 vears ago, Finnsh potters incorporated ashestos into their cooking utensils to sl ite them against heat and fire. By the twentieth centurny ishest had bee e 1 ?\v',[ mdustry \1“."‘] mainly in upper OQuebee, Canada, by the giant Johns-Manville Cor- poration, ashestos s manufactured into over a thousand different : products, incl iding such household items 15 aprons, Hoor tiles, mit tens, |»wl|m|¢1rl~. stove linmgs and mat ind table pmMH.:i Around 0 percent of ashestos is wsed in wstraction. Inall, 25 maillion tons of it surround us in the United St ites alone 
\sbestos is remarkable in other w ivs. It is a rock. a mineral which can be Spun ke a tabne It s relatively ine pensive and abundant It tralv a “magie mimeral,” as the ashe tos manufac- turers have alway nined 

There is nly one problem: ashesto ne of the most dan 
CToNs environment.a Huatants ever ) vered. Or nally used to 

protect vs from a nugor ha ird-hre<at ha W tumed out to be a hazard of mghtinarish proportions on it \ 
Ashestos fibers are virt IV aindestructible. When the ATe 1 leased into the air, they take v long time to settle. Pe ple who work . . 

or hve in the vicimity of loosw inhest breathe m the micr copic N % hbers. They nten do not breathe them ont, howeyer tor 50 percent : ’ of the fibers are 1 ipped by the membrarne I the ne's and the hong of the lung imnd ather parts of the bod nee there, by mech- 

w 
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it une tisse The victunm pr esses from: persistent 

Bithonlty i breathing. Finally e dies=from a lack of 
robrom hieart Balore wnsed by the stran of pumping blood 

carred tang tbissue. it 1 tlernithle death 

! st only one ol the danger Fhe man problem 
e cancer fonms wathin and aronnd the sear tissie. An 

wm ol cancer attacks the hinmges of the liungs tmesothetial 
s as called mesothelioma. Once a rare disease. it has now 

ccommon among asbestos workers, Other kinds of cancer are 
typrcal results of ashestos exposure 

US. Department of Health, Education and Welfare statistics es 
e that hetween 4 million and 8 million American workers mas 

t ashiest related diseases. In fact, it was once thought that only 
t vorkers were i danger of these diseases. 1 is now known 

vever, that people who have worked near ashest ind even peo 

Who fiave hived mproximity to if, are also i danger. Since these 
es take o long time to reveal themselves, often as long as thirty 

s, the millions of workers « wposed during and after World War 
e only now begimning to show up i the cancer clinmes 

The harvest tune of the disease has now unved ud D 
pecalist in ocenpational medicine i Berkeles 

form (aited in- Weinstein, 1975). It is a harvest of death for 

Fopa trightenmg s the fact that almost M1 of s have now 
e exposed to ashestos to some significant de gree. A hieh percent 

I I arthan dwellers have ashestos bodies in thew nus at an 
fthey never worked near ashest Brodewr, 1 

nt ofhowls now state that 10 1o 15 percent ot all cancer 
i re due to ashestos alone 

the )7 0N vernment othoals and senm ts have 

t ko s the danger of ashestos a to wiarn tl \ 

)t tmedical checkups. The fic tten add that 
| veent fearmed of thas dancer. This, however 

ttrie V"‘-‘ f f ashestos have heen known for iy vears. Bat 
Wosaientists spoke out on behalf of workers and the public, and 
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those who did were not liste ned to by the i tintions which stood to . rom ashestos o ¢ nhimied o 
Toe 1K) o Loomned Mophvsician hest identified a4 new disease, which e called “ashestosis TM The London doctor didn’t even see it to pub- hish his lnnllm‘n moa saentld | 

wamn 

bt '\lmlll\ Preasse d has obse wa- hons on to a L0 vernment comnission, where they lay buried for several decades (Kotelole k. 1974 
The medical prof esston an the carly part of this century mav have been wgnorant of this disease and the danger of ashestos. But the ’u--‘»lr‘ most concerned with the |mn|l|. tion of ashestos were not taware of its dune 5. The records show that many workers quit their jobs in asbestos mining and manutacturing soon after !'u'mq hired becanse thes considered it dangerous, In 1918 US. and Cana- dan wnsurance « ompanies stopped selling personal life insurance pol- teies to asbestos workers—a clear indication that these companies were also well aware of the asbestos hazard. 1t is a fair assumption that the ashestos manufacturers also knew of the dangers (Brodeur, 1974 

In 1924 the medical profession rediscovered ashestosis when Dr W. E. Cooke reported in the British Medical Journal the untimely death of an asbestos worker This thirty-three-year-old woman had been an ashestos fac tory worker since the wge of thirteen. On au- topsy, Cooke found massive amounts of asbestos in her scarre d hungs Eleven more cases of asbestosis were reported in ( 19205 American doctors at the Mavo Clinic and Yale niversity also reported cases of ashestosis among US. workers, In fact twentveeight ciases of asbestosis had been 

sreat Britain in the 

by 1935, 
reported in the leading medical journals of Great Britain and the United States Kotelchuck, 1974 

e British government responded by making asbestosis a com- pensable disease under their workmen's compensiation wts and in- situted safety rles American ashestos manufacturers began a 
same thing from happening in the | mited Recently released mternal documents show how the various ant manwfacturers especrally Johns-Manville J-M) and Ravbestos Manhattan—colluded to prevent the 

L|A"\‘ n 

campaign to prevent the 

Stat 

hazard of asbestos from being 

Ia the early 19308, for « \,unplr, the editor of Ashy toy, a trade i Hatazime, wrote to Suimner \mrlrwn, the president of Ravbestos, ¢ 

wking if the time might not be ripe for an article on “dust control” m American factories 
The Ravbestos president forwarded the letter 1o a top Johns- Manville attorney with the comment, “1 think the less sand about 

3 wshestos, the better off we are,” a statement which neatly sumina- 
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nzed the strateey and thinking of the entire ndustry in those years 
He added, however 

e e wee cannot lose track of the fact that there have heen a 
bor of articles on ashestos dust control and ashestosis in the British 

e mavazines. The magazine Ashestos 1s in husiness to pnl-lrh irticles 
Whectng the trade and they have been very decent about not reprinting the 
Eaglsh articles (Weinstemn 1978 

On the speailic request of the Raybestos pn-xnl«'hl himself, Johns- 
Manwille's lawyer wrote bac k 

1 auite agree with vou that our interests are hest served by having 
whestoss receive the minimum of pubhicity Even if we shonld eventually 
decide to raise no objection to the publication of an article on asbestosis in 
the magazme n question, | think we should warn the editors to use Amer- 
ican data on the subject rather than English (ibd 

vmenican dataTM on the subject was far less extensive than that 
of the British and. as shall be shown, much of it was p.wl for by the 
manufacturers and biased in favor of industry’s position that asbestos 

| was harmless 
1l order to connter the anti-asbestos studies, Johns-Manville and 

Lavbestos-Manhattan \ptm\nrwl a study-of asbestos workers ¢ arned 
it by doctors at a Metropolitan Life Insurance Company and the 

Departiment of Public Health at McGill University Montreal. Al 
\ hongh the study \Hw.nml to be an objective, ac ademic report it 
wits actially goided by the asbestos industry 

vccording to Sonth Carolina Circuit Judge James Price, rec ently 
released internal documents show “written evidence that Rayvbestos- 
Manhattan and Johns-Manville exerc ised an editorial pn'ruu.lll\t"' 
over this Metropolitan Life study. In fact, Price has granted a new 
tral to the family of a dead asbestos worker alter sceing these docu- 
ment ind 

Specific dlv. monntes of a meeting between a \lr'IH"hfllH.nl Life 
o tor—Anthony |. Lanza—and a Johns-M wville attorney and other 
ndistry officrals on November 28, 19 13, revealed that the attendees 
felt that Lanza's study “would be helpful to us, if favorable, in the 
event we shonld ever be involved in hitigation ihnd 

Before Lanza finished his study, he dutifully sent it to industry 
officials for their comments before pulvlu ation 

In a letter to Dr. Lanza in December 1934 the Johns Manville 
tomey wrote 

1 am sure son understand flly that no one i our organization is sug 

esting for a4 moment that you alter by one jot or title [sc] any s fentific 
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lacts or evtal ' s resealed o postiied by vons preliminary nrvey Al ik that all of the favorable wpects of the ey be neluded o i ne of 1l nnbworable be unmtentionally mctured in hrker tones thay prstify 
1 the rcumstan 

I feel thdent that we can depend wpon son and De Moo nnell 1o s Chreak” and mine aind (others) sug 
preat (b 

} Ve st 

stions are presented in ths 

The Metropolitan Life tdy was conducted on Johns Manville 
I 

workers between 1929 md 1931, but was not published wntil 1935 The nanm [ the game s not truth, of course but delay David Kotelehuck vstudent of the ashestos chuck, 1974 \ ot 
Mates were exanined | 

Savs 

ontroversy _Kv)l:‘|< 
i 126 workers in ( anada and the United 

sins of asbestosis. The anthors did not conclude that there Was.any senons problem of workers. In fact, they clavmed that the 
and were not at all disabled 

So much for the conclusions. 1f one looks a their report, however, 1t reveals that of the 67 defimitely had wshestosis, 39 mav have had it, and only 20 ap- 
I'hus, 54 percent seemed to show signs of lng scarr ng (the positives plus the doubtful) and onlv 16 percent were definitely clear at the moment they were examined In addition, out of 121 I 

ashestosis among |-M 
workers appeared healthy 

t the actual data in 
126 workers examined, 

peared free of the disease 

hvsical examinations, 96 workers—or 79 
sstent conghing and shortness of breath, the classic signs of early ashe 

percent—complained of per 

tosis. In response to this finding withors of the \lrlvw‘\-rh! in Lt e report state that “too muc h ¢ mi is should not be placed on statements of subyjective symptoms” cited in ilad 
This study was the noquoted by the United States covernment as 

tserions health hazard. In fact the US Public Health Service published the Mety pohitan Life study theal government Public Health Re 

proot that ashestosis was not 

15 an 

rt Few actions more carly llustrate the mterlock between 
tes Kotelchvek (il 
The ashestos companties were quite 

mdustry and governme nt,"” 

mcerned that the United es wonld follow the exdmple of Britain and make ashestoss a mpensable disease under the Workiman's Con pensation Act. Tlas | had, i fact, been proposed in New Jersey, A J-M lawver therefore wrote to Dr. Lanza 

\ V.\r),n‘-niwxut] hns-Manwille to oppose any | that attempted to nelude ashestoss as compensable, o wonld 1w ey helptul 1o have an ol repent o show 1 e s substanitial ditlerenecs hetween as ostosis and stheosis [a simalar disease cansed by dadation of silica Jdust| 

The Cancer Syndrome (Excerpt) (1980)
ACL Doc 25447 · Page 7 of 17

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/25447/7

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/25447/7


TR o e B 

wr prelinman 

I the siurvey e 

slly prctured m 

McConnell 10 

presented in th 

Tahins Manvill 
wd vl 1915 

it delay,” savs 
oversy [ Kotel 

nd the United 
uthors did not 
wis among | M 

peared healthy 

actual data 
Lers exammed, 
wl only 20 ap- 

show signs of 
v 16 percent 

vl 
vorkers—or 79 

wess of breath, 
s ading. the 

much crplia 
sV Lo 

wern Woas 

fact thee 17N 

Ly s an 

whions more 

governent, 

it the Upited 
e ashestoss a 

thion Aot This 

vyver therefore 

attempted to 

il to have an 

o hetween as 

ool sihca duw) 

"
 
—

—
 

—
—

—
—

 
.
 
—

—
—

—
—

—
 

e
 

—
 

o
 
—

—
—

—
 

o
y
 

A
 

—
 
-
 
—

—
 

Wwhestos: The Harvest of Death « 241 

Py the waene token, it wanld be teonbilesome i an olficial report shonld 

ppear from whiach the conclusion mught be deaswn that there s very little 
{ v difference between the two diseases (Wenstem, 1978 

Dy Lanza comphed with these requests and never made any 
miparison between ashestosis and sihicosis, which was recogmized 
e '|'V‘-'(l\.|"ll' 'h'"'4(‘\l' ".U) l'\l"‘\l‘l\l\ ,’4 onored l‘;"l(/"'l s com 
peosable, the company might have been held hable for damages) In 

fact, wshestosis dud not become compensable in New Jersey until 
dter World \War 11.° 

But the problems of the ashestos workers were not over In 1935 
two doctors at the Medical College of South Carolina performed an 
il AN onan .|~1-.-\(n\ worker and fonnd \\m;: cancer ||||||l lllt' SCAr 
st By 1942 1en such reports had followed m the medical hitera 
ture and it became known—at least among speciabists—that ashestos 

n‘l"“ cdn "' ,'1[1: cancer \‘UIIAI'I‘\ 
With this revelation the industey took o more aggressive pohicy 

They commssioned a study i T8 from sorentists at Saranace Labo 
ratory, an Adirondack tuberculosis sanatorinm and research center 

with a long history of cooperating with industry. The asbestos man 
nfacturers paid $15.000 to support the study, and the J-M attomey 
wrote to another industry otficial 

It would he a good thing to distribute the information among the medi 
cal fraternty providing it is of the night type and would not injure our 

compantes (Wemstein, 1978) 

The Savanac study, conducted by Drs. Arthur Vorwald and John 
Karr, simply dismissed the ashestos-cancer link by commenting that 
the workers fonnd to have lung cancer were not a random sample of 
whestos workers. They also had asbestosis. Perhaps, the scientists 
igned, there was some e 1al relation hip hetween ashestosis vie 
tens aned June cancer. The only wav the asbestos<lung cancer hink 

conld be definttely proven was by carrving ont a cancer study among 
a large mumber of ashestos workers, irrespective of any other disease 

Bt industry controlled the medical records of the ashestos 
vorkers, and it was not about to open thes records to mguisitive 

entists. Thas, the entire matter lay dormant for many vears. Kotel 
chuek remark 

Scientists dud not protest the idustey's denal of access to s imforma 

ton of st in their scientific papers that epidemiological studies be car 

it I ot Motpagmidetan 1de b clasrnsan of 

{ Lo R i Sew Yok Cmverany Modieal Sl Hhe was (he anthor of 

bl ok hotetchk, 1Tt 
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242 * TME CANCER SYNDROME 

ried ont. True to their professional codes, they kept silent. So nothing 
happened—except 20 more years of growing profits for the asbestos industry 
(Kotelchuek, 1974) 

And, it might be added, twenty more years of cancer for asbestos 
workers, 

In 1956 the Quebee Asbestos Mining Association (QABA) com- 
missioned a study from the Industrial Hygiene Foundation (1THF- 
now the Industrial Health Foundation), Based in Pittsburgh, the IHF 
performs research for industry and is basically pro-management. 

The THF study examined 6,000 Quebec asbestos miners’ health 
records for evidence of lung cancer. They found none. However, 
they had ignored one of the cardinal principles of such studies: the 
twenty-year time lag between first exposure to an agent causing hm(: 
cancer and the clinical appearance of the disease. This is called the 
“twenty-year rule” for lung cancer. According to Dr. Irving Selikoff: 

For lung, cancer the percentage of all deaths that occurred at 10 years or 
Joss was trivial; it was not until 25 years after onset of employment that 
deaths [from lung cancer] became common |among shipyard workers| (Se- 
likoff, 1978). 

These facts were certainly known to the authors of the QAMA 
report, for they themselves cite studies, by Hueper and others, which 
contain explicit reference to the “twenty-year rule.” But by studying 
a relatively voung group of workers, two-thirds of whom were be- 
tween twenty and forty-four years of age, the industry-sponsored 
ientists were able to make the report come out favorable to the 
companies 

d\ the early 1960s, the asbestos health hazard began to receive 
increasing attention. A doctor in South Africa discovered a high 
incidence of mesothelioma among ashestos workers. This disease was 
once so rare that it was not even listed asa separate cause of death in 
the Internationa) Classification of Causes of Death. The best esti- 
mates, based on autopsy series, was that only one out of 10,000 
lruph' died of it 

But among asbestos workers it was soon found that 7 or 8 percent 
were dying of this cancer of the lining cells—somewhere around 
1,000 timnes the number expec ted. 

At about the same time, Dr. frving Selikoff and his co-workers at 
Monnt Sinai Medical Center in New York broke through industry’s 
monopoly of health data on ashestos workers by going directly to the 
antons involved 

Selikoff's findings were a hombshell. te, too, found that among 
young workers there was httie change in their X rays. “In the New 
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York area” he has wad, “when we examined somewhat over a thou 
sand ashestos insulation workers, we found that of the 725 with less 

than twenty vears from onset of exposure, most had normal X rays.” 
\ter twenty vears, however, extensive disease began to appear with 

appalling frequency (ibad 
In 1943 there were 632 men in a New York pipefitters union. All 

of them have been “followedTM by Selikoff and his colleagues. By 

1977, the ontspoken physician told a medical meeting, “instead of 
the 330 anticipated deaths (given their ages in 1943) there were 478 
deaths 

Why did some 150 people die who were not expected to die? Well, 
there should have been 56 deaths from cancer, and there were 210, Instead 

ol 13 deaths from lung cancer there were 93 One out of every three as 

hestos workers dies of lung cancer. This is simply a disaster! (ibnd.) 

Interestingly, too, instead of 15 deaths from cancer of the 
esaphagus, colon, stomach and rectum there were 43—a modest in- 

crease,” Selikoff adds ironic ally. “Obviously, anyone who inhales 
dust also tends to ingest it.” 

Selikoff next followed up this New York study with a more exten- 
sive report on thonsands of asbestos pipefitters across the country 

On Januwary 1, 1967 there were 17,8500 men in the international union 

By 1977, there were 2270 deaths, instead of 1,661 expected Once 

un, instead of 320 deaths due to cancer there were 994 (ilnd.) 

Sehkoff and his Mount Sinai colleagues were able to draw some 
lessons from these studies 

Fiest, untal this time it had been assumed that the main hazard of 
whestos came from asbestosis, In fact, as late as 1968, government 
hoals shmgged off suggestions of any other danger (Brodeur, 

1974020, But, savs Selikoff, “the major excess [of deaths] was from 
cancer (Selikolf, 1978) 

So prevalent was cancer among asbestos workers, their family 
members, and even neighbors of ashestos plants that the Mount Sina 
doctor remarks, ominonsly, “We're beginning to understand why 
one out of every four Americans—if things go as they are~will have 

cancer o his or her lifetime and why 20 percent of all deaths in this 
country are now due to cancer” (ibad.). 

Second, not only workers are susceptible to the ravages of as 
sios andd other environmental hazards. Consumers of these prod 

win are abu at danger, and with over 1,000 |l|‘u|m!‘- made of or 

e 

with ashestos, that mcludes almost evervone. In fact, savs Selikoff, 
wimetimes consumers are al greater sk than workers, since in a 

| 
| 
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Lctory carciog: may be totally enclosed. There are ame health regulations for production, bt Consumption s largely uncontrolled and unregulated 
[hird, other chemicals mav oanteract with ashestos t 

reater isk of disease. For example, as 
moke have an even wreater sk of contrac ting lung cancer (Frau ment, [975:468). “They are uttin Ctargets,” says Sehikoff 

Fourth, although even a hrief exposure to 
irdous—even fatal—in general the 
s related to the length of time 
obvionsly hngher f 

0 mncite an 

tos workers who also 

wshestos can be haz 
chances of contrac ting the disease 

and the extent of exposure The risk is 
or those most heavily involved in the production of ashestos, who can inhale up to 8 billion fibers and fibnils wapie fibers) of asbestos a day, 

the lungs 
Nor have waorkers generally been told when their health threatened hy ishestos 

submicro 
3 percent of which are retamed in 

was 
‘ \I".\II“. 

For example, Dr. Kenneth Wallace Stnth medical director of Johns-Manville until 1966 testified i a lawsuit that he could see carly Nerav changes in a patient perhaps ten, twelve, or fifteen vears before he tl:-'-r-lmiu‘ti tny clinical signs of disability 
But he did not tell the J-M workers they were ashestosis or cancer. In a 1949 conhidential re 

|I|';"l"1l 

coming down with 
port to management he 

\s fong as the man feels well. is happy at home and at work aind his phyvsical condition remains good he shonld be permitted to live and work m prace Should the man be told of his condition 1 wlav, there is a very feinite possibulity that he would D me mentally and physically il sinply theough the know ledpe that he had ashestosis cited in Weinstein, 1978 

Many experts believe, however, that “earls detection of asbes tosis s entical sinee it is irreversible whe n fully devel ped and grad uallyv destrovs the lun H, on the other hand the disease is monttored closely patient s life « m)n'gm longed (ibid ”n'-vu'(n ally the government should bhe a Walc hll e and shonld present such abuses from o g In fact, however, covernment wientists have heen unong the most vocal advocates of mdustry's position. Lewis Cralley, a t p official of the Publi Health Service's Division of Qe upational Health, carried ot a studs f health condi t 
He “suppressed s findings for six vears, savs Kotelehuck, “until they were released by other officials over his objections” (Kotel hack, 1974 

Although the ashest 
of the asbestos penl, (€ 

ons in the ashestos industry 

mdastey has Ly tely Bl ko) i vee Ligations 
ralley told re porter Paul Brodewr, “all 1 know 
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b the fust real mterest came fromy idustes They ashed dor o 
| clp back m 1964, and they have cooperated with us magmificently 
Broddenr, 1971 

Durmg Cralley's tennre as head of O npattonal Health, govern 
ment mvestigatons were not RN T d o dentity individual tactones 

v thewr reports on hazards, torward mterpretations of data to state 
ruces, or even ke any recommendations to factory owners 

i1 o fact, says Brodeur in hus award-winning study Expendable 
\mericans, 

rder not to esbarrass management or make workers ipprehensive, the 

ment engmeers who took air samples durnng the environmental sur 
[ torhidden to discuss the natire of their activities with ni ATt 

uv workers thes enconntered bhut were also structed not to wear respira 

tors which wonld have afforded them some protection against the hazard of 
mhalmg ashestos dost (1lnd 

Through scientists such as Cralley, industry was alforded an en 
tree into the mner circles of the medical establishment, melud ng 
sich prestigions universities as New York Umiversity, McGill Medi- 
cal Schiool, Wavne State, the University of Pittshargh, and Carnegie 
Mellon and other groups such as the American Public Health 
Assocmation, the International Union Against Cancer, and the Amer- 
wan Academy of Occupational Medicine. In fact, Dr. Lee B. Grant, 
medical director of Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company—a major as 
bestos wser—eventually became president of the American College of 
Preventive Medicine (ibid 

Over the vears, most cancer scientists have shown a lack of inter 
estn the ashestos problem, just as they have failed to deal with 
eovironmental tactors i general. For many vears, in fact, Selikoff 
and has group were among the few ashestos labs in the United States 

Since the early 19705, the American Cancer Society has given 
nancial support to Selikoff, and a page and a half of its 1974 Annual 

Beport 4y taken up with a description of its joint work with the 
Mount Sinan tea In that same vear, the Society gave Selikoff about 
$150.000, two-thirds of which went for research on asbestos (Gar- 
kel 1979 While this seems to be a large sum, 1t re presents only a 
fraction of 1 percent of what ACS garnered from the public that 
vear ($1085 milhion). By 1978 support for the Mount Sinai group had 

nsen to $256.000 for all of Selikolf's projecis, including asbestos re 
warch, while public donations to ACS had risen ta almoat 140 75 
on dbid s ACS, 1978). This increase 15 a modest recognition of the 
LTOW g |u|l-lu wareness of the ashestos \nn}'lq'm 

the tecord of Memorfal Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center s even 
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26 * THE CANCER SYNDROME 

worse. The 386-paue 1976 Annual Report ol the Sloan-Kettenng 
Institute, which details hundreds of research projects, contains no 
mention of studies on asbestos 

This lack of interest in ashestos (as m other environmental and 
ocenpational causes of cancer) has had some unfortunate conse- 
quences for MSKCC employees, as well as for the pnl»lu. which 
might benefit from such investigations In 1976 the Center’s admin- 
istration began renovating two of the older buildings in the complex. 
Dust flew in the corridors of the hospital that summer and fall, but 
no one outside of the administration knew that these clouds con- 
tained asbestos, which had accidentally been freed from old pipe- 
coverings by workmen 

Jane McGill, the head of the l’,lnplmm- Health Service, wrote in 
her 1976 annual report that there had been certain “environmental 
problems.” One of these, she noted, was that “ashestos-containing 
‘)Il\l‘lv)\l‘llllu had been removed by the contractors '\), drv tech- 
nique and not according to OSHA [Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration] precautions " 

“It was determined that one area was contaminated with as- 
bestos fibers,” she said (McGill, 1976). Later that vear Second Opin- 
ion, the “underground” mnpln\m*\' newsletter at MSKCC, obtained 
a copv of this report and publicized it (Second Opinion, June 1977). 
No official annonncement was made that for several months employ- 
ces, visitors, and possibly patients had been exposed to asbestos- 
laden dust. 

Apparently, MSKCC did not have an expert suffic iently versed in 
the problems of .|\|u'\!t)\‘ln deal with the question, for Dr. lrving 
Selikoff and Dr. Arthur Rohl. both from Mount Sinai, and Dr. Robert 
Sawver of Yale University were called -in and asked to assess the 
extent of damages (McGill, 1976) 

Althongh there is more public awareness of the asbestos peril 
today, real improvement may be slow in coming. The National Can- 
cer Institute now has literature which it sends to those who fear they 
stand a risk of developing asbestos related diseases. It also has de- 
signed posters to warn the public of the risks involved. Other gov- 
emment agencies have begun to pnwnle information, chest X rays, 
or, occasionally, inspections of possibly contaminated areas 

Much effort has been expended in trying to limit the number of 
fibers permussible in the air. While such controls are important, it s 
necessary to pomt out that even il tihers are tightly regulated, the 
problem may not end. Each fiber can—and does=break up into a 
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wultitde of smaller ibrils, so small that 1 milhion of them, side by 
sde, measare an inch (Brodeur, 1974 

These Bibrids can be detected only by electron microscope, whic h 
few mdistnal hygene laboratones possess. Lattle research has been 
done on the hhind Wul»l--m, but 1t s known that an asbestos worker in 
a sapposedly safe plant, whose air contains only two fibers per cubi 
centimeter, can still inhale from 800 million to 8 billion fibers and 
fibeds i an eight-hour day (ibid. 30 

For the consmmer, the problem of controlling asbestos exposure 
may be even more difficult. Asbestos is in the environment—millions 
ol wdestructible tons of 1t 

Given the past history of underestimating the danger of ashestos, 
several important and disturbing questions remain. How much of 

this ashestos poses an immediate danger to the pan(’ ffow much is 
v “time bombTM which will explode cach time an old building is 
demolished or falls into disrepair? Does the ashestos have to be re- 
moved, or can it be contained? Who is going to pay for this clean- 
np? Ane there anv ways to remove asbestos once it is t'mr;lpln-(l n 
the body? Are there any really safe substitutes for this “miracle 
tiber 

Answering such questions will certainly take a great deal more 
research, But winle the seientists deliberate, asbestos continues to 
pour mto the environment virtually unchecked—=over 750,000 short 
tons in 1976 alone (Standard and Poor’s, 1977) 

he ashestos industry has sidestepped its heavy responsibility for 
thas situation. The companies have even Imlm'\ll'(l the government 
1o pay for whatever losses they incur in over $2 billion in Jawsmts 
slich ashestos warkers have filed agamst them. This "bailoutTM was 

ducussed at 4 meeting of Congressman George Millee's (D -Calif 
Howse Committee on Education and Labor. There is a large ]wlm\ 
Manvalle plant i Congressman Miller's Martinez district, according 
to the Guardian, a New York-based radical newspaper (Guardian, 
December 200 1978 

A\ even more guestic nable plan involved the exporting of as 
hestos 1o populations esther vnaware of ity danger, desperate for 

vork., or nnable to do anvthing abont the threat becanse ol pnll!h al 
repressian. As regalations have tightened in the Umted States, the 
ehestos industry has began to move its factornies abiroad. 1t has gen 
erally chosen poor countries, such as Taiwan, South Korea, Brazl, 
andd T aadd 

This sneration of socalled mmaway hazardons \lu:p\ began in 
e Late 1960s Tarwan, South Korea, and Brazd are now all Targe 
exporters of asbestos products to the Umited States: actually, they 
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2IN*THE CANCER SYNDRONMY 

themselves wport the raw ashestos from Nmerican companies, such 

o Johns Manville, and ship their fiished products back to the 

United States and other imdustiahized countries. The tavorite spot 

for such relocation has heen Mexico 

In 1967, for :\.unl»ir Vinatex, a Penosvivana asbestos firm, 
closed ats Nalloed Sequare plant, although 1t was qutte new, and 

opened an asbestos varn ol i Agoa Prieta, a small town across the 
border from El Paso, Texas: Tt also operates a plant i Juarez, Mex 

wo. Accordimg to Barry Castleman, a consultant to the Environmen- 
tal Defense Fund and an expert on ashestos 

In December 1974 Amatex b 

US. from the Juarez plant. Amate 

to import ashestos textiles into the 

x "imported”TM about 2 million pounds of 
ashestos textiles from its Mexican border plants in 1975, about one-fourth of 

US. imports from the entire world that year (ilnd 

US journalists who visited the two Amatesplants in 1977 found 

“clomps of asbestos clinging to nearby bushes and fences where 

neehborhood children pl.n\ lnside the plants, the air was filled with 
the deadly white fibers’TM (ibid.) 

The US. government has aided the ashestos industry in moving 
its hazardous plants ont of the countrv—=in effect, exporting ashes- 
tosis and cancer to foreign workers. For example, most of the . 

ports come from so<alled beneficiary countries. These countries are 

allowed to export their goods dutv-free to the United States 
Some foreign asbestos plants are even subsidized directly by the 

United States. According to Castleman, a plant in Madras, India, 
was covered by 81 million political risk msurance by the Over- 

swas Private Investiment Corporation,” a US. government ¢ 
1hud ) 

As knowledge of the ashestos peril spreads, however, foreign 
workers are hghting back against the threat. In Cork, lreland, for 

wmple, ashestos workers imd the community delaved the opening 

ne V 

of A newly complete d ashestos manufactuning pl int, owned and op- 
erated by Ravbestos Manhattan. The $8 malhion plant was unable to 

pen for many months, and did so only at reduced capacity after the 
trish people miposed safety regatations on the owners (ibid 

In the Uted States a senies of strageles has been waged over 
hestos i schools and other public bnldings. This began in Apnl 

1972 when an elementary school in Lander, Wyoming, was ordered 

closed alter it was found that children were hreathing, according to 
coovermment report, “an unhiealthy mixture of ar and asbestos 

dust (Bourne, 1978 

Neeopdit o a Pabhe Titerest Besearch G mp stuedy, the sehool 

hhranan had become susproions of o laver of dust covernmg furmiture 
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thronghout the sehool The dust turned out ta he ashestos, falling 
h m detenorating ceilimes which had been spraved with an ashestos 

wabation eleven vears betore. Snch spravedon st lation was com 
nonall over the conntey from the 19308 to the 1970« The school 

had to hie closed natil the ) .I"l‘”l\ mater I| L 'l|||" ‘N' ,"‘)l.l( "ll 
In Janvary 1977 six elementary schools in Howell Tn\\l\\'llp 

New Jerev, were closed when excessive levels of ashestos were 
found there, One child ippeared to be sick from an asbestos-related 
tnease, and dozens of other clildren complamed of mexplanable 
leadaches, sore throats, and respiratory congestion. The problems of 
Howell Township mav have been woeravated by children who 
«raped the cerlings with sticks and grabbed at the insulation. Chil- 
dien plaved with pieces of the insnlation, which looked to them like 
otton candy, and threw it i each others’ faces (New York Times, 
juuuu\ § 1977 

In late 1978 Harlem parents shut down two adjacent New York 
City schools, P.S. 208 and P.S 185, when they discovered ashestos 
flaking from a fourth-floor ceiling. The Board of Education at- 
tempted a “cosmetic cover-up,” Helene Brathwaite, head of the Par- 
ents Association, has said (Second Opinion, December 1978) They 
tied to put up a new ceiling and leave the asbestos in place. In 
dome so, they raised such a storm of asbestos that the children, 
teachers, and parents conld hardly see their hands in front of their 
laces. So the parents shut the schools down. In some places, such as 
the anditorivm, the asbestos had been exposed, behind a grill, since 
the school opened in 1967 

1he Harlem parents demanded—and got—a secret Board of Fdu 
Gition report which showed that at least 189 of the Cityv's 1.000 
prblic schools were contaminated with asbestos. This figure was 
Liter revised to about 500, although no one knows for sure how had 

¢ simation really is en some school officials seem to think the 
bard of Eduacation is underestimating the numbers involved (ibid 

Mthongh using asbestos to insulate buildings has been banned 
miee the mid 19705, millions of office workers still work in ashestos 
wlen banldings. including Madison Square Garden, the World Trade 
enter, and about half of the conntry's skvse rapers. Fresh-air svs 

( 

moolten arrenlate right over the spraved-on ashestos, picking up 
fihers and fibrils into the air current. In the furor that followed the 
Harlem exposures, many workers in New York stspected that they, 
oo, were working or living i asbestos-contammated hnldings. 1t is 
very dithicult for them to find out if they e in danger. Mount Sinai 

m all of New York Caty 
which can detect ashestos i the ar, st this machime, it takes a 

wibans the only electron IICTOSCOP 

il dlay 1o test one bnlding. When the head of the laboratory was 
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wked what was being done to uncover the asbestos hazard. he re- 
phed —with dnustal directness=""NothingTM (New York Post, Novem- 
ber 17, 1978 

In an interview at the school Helene Brathwaite voiced her frus- 
tration over this situation 

Industry has hombarded us with different kinds of substances that are 
harmful to our health, wathout asking us if we wanted them or not, without 
testing properly, and then telling us we have a problem This has to do with 
capitalism and the Almighty Dollar. That's the basic problem (Second 
Opnion, December 1978) 

The Cancer Syndrome (Excerpt) (1980)
ACL Doc 25447 · Page 17 of 17

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/25447/17

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/25447/17



