e ————————— _

DOCUMENT-

THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENT(S) IS
- T ILLEGIBLE OR OF POOR LEGIBILITY
IN THE ORIGINAL. THIS IS THE BEST

——,

COPY AVAILABLE.

T I S ——— I .
“ L
K - it are —,.A.....)J

The Cancer Syndrome (Excerpt) (1980) Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
47 - Page 1 of 17 asbestosclaims.law/library/25447/1


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/25447/1

W-‘ Y

4 11cCANCER

LR TR

s

§ ST DROME

by Ralph W. Moss

What has gone wrone with the
o cancer " =the massive gosern-
ment campaen against the disease
that kills one American in five? This
“war,” waced largely by costly sur-
gerv, radiation therapy, and toxic
chemotherapy, s at best at a stale-
nute, and at worst, lost, The tradi-
tuonal or the orthadox methods of
treatment have arrived at a dead
end.

war

The Cancer Syndrome is a critical
mnvestigation into the treatment of
cancer. [t discloses how the cancer
establishinent of research institu-
_twns, hospitals, medical associations,

__government agencies, foundations,

and large corporations. of ten work in
such a wav that inadequate measures
are taken and important possibilities
are left unexplored.

Wexammme in detail six of the his-
torically most mnevative warthodax
methods ol treannent—Lactede, vit-
min therapy, Coley's Toxis, Burton's
mnelogy the Fivigston vae-
mesand hvdrazime snle~Ralph
Mossalso exposes the imner workings
ol the cancer establishment Vs
arcument s not that a conspiracy
CNISIS T prevent the discovery of a
cure or W suppress pronsing alter-
nate appriviches. but rather that the
sel-imterest of these varons agen-
cresoanstititons and pracuationers is
obten at odds with new discoveries
andd the needs of the vietims them-
selves The book also detatls how the
Linancal mvolvement ol cortun
Liree corporations is in diregt con-
et with the attempt o dentfy and
eliminite cancer-causing agents in
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the CNVirettitent lll(l 'l'l\\ Conney
Crd motives diresct which new s
Aare developed whide excludmg the
commonlv avinlable sabstances that

cannot bee patented or exclusivels
marketed

Camtenaed froom frome thap)

The Caneer Syndrome ofters no pan-
acea nor does it attempt 1o assign
blame: Bt i does disclose the PO
ertul torces that continue o pallute
o enviremment wath cayemogens,
sttte radical nes approachies
treatment. and fead to noasleading
expectinons for cures The book
makes clear that only by understand-
ing how we have reached the present
impitsse can we hegin o redirect the
enarmaous resotirees asailabie o fight
and schiese control over this
dreaded atthiction.

A Dreelinee witer living i New
York Cux. Ralph Moss s former
Assistant Davector of Pablic Alfas at
Memarial Stoan Kettenme Caneet
Center He s the anthor of numerens
articles, many ol hem on ncer
reseateh bor such g zimes s
Scwenee Digest. The Progressive, and
Scitence and Socrety
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The Harvest of Death |
RALPH W, NOSS

T
( I It f.‘. ¢ \ ‘I
»~
. Not long 120, “asbestos’ was a reassuring vord. Literally e ining
f unguen hed™ or meeasiny the ame reters to a famaly ol miner-
als which share the Hmague and g elul qu thity of be mny V-ll‘h(l’l“('ll by
heat or fire. For all practical purposes, asbestos will not burn
Some 4,500 vears ago, Finnish potters incorporated ashestos into
their cooking utensils to nsulate them against heat and fire. By the
twentieth century, ashestos had become a big industry Mined
mamnly in upper Ouebee, Canada, by the giant Johns-Manville Cor-
poration. asbestos s manufactired into over a thousand different )
products, includin { such household items as wprons, Hoor tiles, mit- *
tens, potholders, stove linings and m its, and table padding Around
 percent of ashestos is used i « onstruction. In all, 25 million tons
of 1t surround us in the United States alone
\shestos s remarkable i ather wavs, It is a rock. a mineral
which can be spun ke a fabnice It s relativels Inexpensive and
abundant. It is truly 4 magie mineral,” as the asbestos manufac-
turers have alwavs clanned
There is only one proble whoestos 1s a ne of the most dan
erous environmental pollutants ever vered. Orniginally used to
protect us from a magor hazard e -t 1 W tumed ont to be a
hazard of mightimarsh Proportions on its omw
Ashestos fibers are virtually andestructible. When they are re
leased into the air. they take a long time to settle P ple who work ’
% or live in the viemity of loos wshestos breathe i the mic roscopic )
h fibers. They often do not breathe them out. however tor 50 pereent '
¢ of the fibers e I:wv!wii by the memin Wi I the ngs and the
linmg of the lung ined other prarts of the bl e there, by mechs

236 »
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toy dithicnlty m breathimge Finally he di from a lack of
X 1 rbronn heart Ealoare ansedd by the '!lvn»lpu:l-lnn;\nu-ul
the scarred lunge hissue, 1t Viernhle doeath
Pt bestosis s only ane ol i dangers. The man ;h'[anar‘
P cancer forms withim amd aronnd the s i otissue. An
| rolorm ob cancer 1114‘1, '5.1 ,‘u,mjn ‘vi.-—:‘».l

af the ]\Ii'_ nu
‘1"‘ 15 ¢

mnon among a bestos

led mesothehoma. Once a rare disease, 1t} 15 NOW

" . workers, Other kinds of cancer are
\ *"\liln i oresalts it ashestos exposure

US Ik partment of Health, Education and Welfare statistics es

ite that hetween 4 maillion and 8 million American workers mas
fashest related diseases. In fact, it was once thought that only
shestos workers were i danger of these diseases, 1t is now known
NENET "H!;..'-'-U-L\Mw!w\v worked near asbestos, and even peo

!
who have hved m proximity to it, are also in danger. Since these
ses take along time to reveal themselves, often as long as thirty
f warkers exposed during and after World War

R the nullions
bhevinning to

H oare ondv now shionw Hp n the cancer clinges

The harvest time ol the disease has now rnved,” sad D
Malip Polakolf, a spectalist in ocenpational medicine i Berkeles
cited i Weinstein, 1978 It is a harvest of death for

Fopally fl‘."x!-ynllﬁ s the fact that thinost &I of us have now

WU '|‘-~--!‘-' 1shiestos to some want degree. A hieh pereent
badl arban dwellers have ashe bodies in their lones at an
1 f the never worked near ashestos (Brodenr. 14974
( it officnds now state that 10 to 15 percent of all cancer
| b hestos alone

the n ITOs, government officials and serentists have D
| k . the danger of ashestos a to warn those wh
] It t medheal cheek s Thes thera Eteon add that

“ el learned of this danver. This, however
LR l"\-“r { ashest L|'.l“u'lh‘l|w‘v”!‘1‘\n,‘.vn.l‘ !

poke out on behalf of workers and the public, and
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“*'illlt\\v;u\\\:nnu“,

those who did wer, not listened ta the mstitations which stood to
o ronm ashestos o oo

I 1900 a Loidin

thamvee] e

Vphivsicran hiest ulde utithed 4 new n}l.t"i‘." which

e called “asheston i The ondon dix tor chien 't even see it to |m|\-
lishy his lineings 1 a0 v stinply passed las observg-
commssion, where they Jay buried lor
several decades % ‘h'[n|nuL, 1974 .

The medical protession in the early prart ol this century may have
been agnorant of this disease and the danger of ashestos. But the
In'uf!ll‘ most concerned with the

tiaware of its dangers

b qoarnal at
hons on to a government

production of ashestos were not

The records show that manv warkers (quat
thesyr luhs m Al\in'-.tu\

mming and m.uruf.uhmw_; Soon alter [u=|n1;
|

considered 1t dangerous, In 1918 U § and Cana.
dhan msurance « ompanies stopped selling personal hife insurance pol-

wies to asbestos workers—a clear indication that these companies
were also well aware of the

that the asbestos manuf
1974
I 1924 the medical protession rediscovered asbestosts, when Dr

W E Cooke Tl‘;)lll“'(i n the British Medi ail /m.-rnu{ th
death of an ashestos warker.

ured becanse the

asbestos hazard, 1t is a fair assumption
acturers also knew of the dangers (Brodeur,

e untimely
This thirtyv-three-vear-old woman had
been an ashestos fa tory worker since the age ol thirt

een. On au-
topsy, Cooke found massive amounts of

asbestos in her scarred hungs,
Eleven more cases of ashestosis were reported in (
19208, American doctors at the Mavo Clinic and Yale 1 niversity alsp

teported cases of ashestosis among US. workers. In fact. In 1935,
twentveeirht cases of

sreat Britain in the

asbestosis had been reported in the leading

medical journals of Great Britain and the United States (Kotelchuck,
1974

The British government responded by making
pemsable disease under their workmen's compensation acts and in-
stituted  safety miles American

campanagen o prevent the same
Stitts

,a-"u'\r.nw\ a Corl-

asbestos  manufacturers began a
thing from happening in the United
al documents show how the various
st manatacturers—especially Johns-Manville J-M) and Raviost
Manhattan—colluded to prevent the
known

Re ently rele ed mlern

hazard of ashestos from being

ta the early 19305, for "\.llul‘iir'_ the editor of Ashesto

i t tracle
Matazime, wrote to Siynner Sunpson, the president of Ravhestos,

wking 1l the time might not he ripe tor an article on °
m American factories
he Ravhestos presudent forwarded the letter o

Manvalle Wormeyv swithy the o unment,

dust ¢ ontrol”

o a top Johns.

o think the Tess said about
wshestos, the better olf we are,”

A statement which neatly sumima-

T S T i,
R
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vhich stood to

Ashestos: The Harvest of Death « 239

nzed the strateey and thinking of the entire imdustry in those years
! \

i -
l He adids . however |
thsease, which { -4
e fit "'I““" ; A1 the same e we cannolt lose track of thu fact that there have heen a "
ol his observa i aimber of articles on ashestos dust control and ashestosis in the British -
lay buried for irade macazines. The magazine Ashestos 15 in husiness to publish artic les T"
i fecting the trade and they have been very decent abont not reprinting the .
tury may have H Eaelish articles (Weinstein 1978
'\:f::\ “l!‘_l"'l. :,I,“; ‘. On the speaific reguest of the Raybestos president himself, Johns- g
workers quit ; Manville's lawyer wrote back {
e alter ‘H'HIL: . | “‘nh' wree with von that our interests are hest served by h.l‘-ltn; .;‘
Soand Cana l whestosts recewve the mmimuam ol puiﬂu iy, Even if we should eventually
msurance |H'l- ! decide to rase no objection to the publication of an artic le on asbestosis in
\e companies ! the magazine in question, think we should warn the editors to use Amer- 3
nr assumption ! ican data on the subject rather than English (ibid.) :
vers (Brodeur, E _ d
vmerican data”™ on the subject was far less extensive than that L
wis. when Dr { of the British and. as shall be shown, much of it was paid for by the
the wntinieh s manufacturers and biased in favor of industry’s position that asbestos
Jd woman hal ' was harmless &
toetr. On it : 1 order to connter the anti-asbestos studies, Johns Manville and -
wrred Mangs ! Raybestos-Manhattan sponsored a study-of asbestos workers carned 4
Writain in the ; ut by doctors at a Metropolitan Life Insurance Company and the v
riversity ko t Departiment of Public Health at McGill University, Montreal. Al-
wt. by 1915 thongh the study |pp«'.ur(l to be an objective, academic report it 3
v the leadmg was actnally guided by the ashestos industry 3
Kotelchinek. i vecording to Sonth Carolina Circuit Judge James Price, red ently b
! released internal documents show “written evidence that Ravbestos- E

Rve3e 1 -GN Manhattan and Johns-Manville exercised an editorial ]m'rnu\lh\t'” A
sets awd fn over this Metropolitan Life study. In fact, Price has granted a new !
L trial to the family of a dead asbestos worker alter scemng these docu-
o the Umited ments (1hid ©
e Viiritine | Speaifically, nnnntes of a meeting between a Metropolitan Life b
d Ravheston i o tor—Anthony 1. Lanza—and a Johns-Manville attorney and other )
w from bemg y industry officials on November 28, 1933 revealed that the attendees 3
' felt that Lanza’s study “would be helpful to us, if tavorable, in the | K
oxtos, a trade ; event we shonld ever be involved in litigation " ibnd A
f Ravbeston { Before Lanza finished his study, he dutifully sent it to industry | K
dust contral” ! oficials for their comments before publication | \
! In o letter to Dr. Lanza in December 1934 the juhn\-.\\.m\'lul‘ | H
\ "'1' l"l"‘ } tomey wrote ' ‘:
W sand abont 1 I i e von wnderstand fully that no one in our organization 1s s 1 y
atly sunina H esting for a moment that you alter by one jot or title [sie] any s fentific \ ’
‘
i |
L} L B
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lacts or el I s resealed o justihied b v Iv-'wmnu'.
wrvey. Al we ask that all of the faveralle spercts ol the survey be
e bvedesed el 1 I I the unfavoralile yes unmntentionally mctured in
|LUL-I|-:.-' thian § Honmstanees yoastils

I feel confudont that we

i e pw 111 e son and De Mot onnell 1o
e us thas “hreak und mine and (others

suggestions are presented in ths
spirit (b

IThe M tropolitan Life stivdy w s comducted on lohns-Manville

but was not published watil 1935
S ot trath, of course. bt delay,” savs
David Kotelohuek, stdent of the ashestos controversy [Kotel.
chack, 1974 \ total of 126 workers in ( anada and the United
SMates were exannned for siins ol ashestosis. The anthors did not
conclude that there was ANV Serons l}uv-hh'm of
workers, In fac t, thev chumed that th
and were not at all disalsled

> much for the conclusions If one looks W

tt the actual data in ‘
thear report, however, 1t reveals that of the 126 workers examined,
67 lll"ll]l?l'!\ had ishestosis

15 39 mav have had it and only 20 ap-

peared free of the disease Ihus, 54 pereent seemoed to show signs of
hing scarring (the positives plus the doubtful)

P were definitely clear at the moment they
In addition, out of 121 I

uwlln-[\h'l\\.m. 1929 and 1931

The name of the LT

ashestosyy among |-M
e workers appeared healthy

and onlv 16 percent

were "\.ll“l“"‘l

hysical examinations, 96 workers—or 79

persistent conghing and shortness of hreath,
shestosis. In response to this finding, the

withors of the \Ia’irwlu-llr in Life report state that

jereent ('lfllilldllu‘(l-'!
the classic signs of early
L

too much -'mi'h.l-
15 should not be placed on statements

of subjective symptoms”
cited in b

‘ ITis stody was then fquoted by the Unpted States government as
|
|

proot that ashestosis was not tserions health hazard In fact the U S
Public Health Service published the Metropolitan Life study as an
otheral government  Pablic Health Report. “Few actions more
learly lostrate th mterlock between mdustry and government,”

VT ters l\'..r- le hivi L Ii 1l

The ashestos rompamies were quite concerned that the United !

States wonld follow th example of Britainm and make shestous a

|

|

\ had. m fact, heen proposed in New Jersey, A J-M lawver therefore
‘ wrote to Dr. Lanza

ompensable disegse under the Waorkman's Con pensation Act. This

\s it s the policy of Jolins-NManwille 1

D OPPOse any Fal) 1) it "Tl‘!lw ted to

e hide ashw Tosis s COMm M ihilee 1t wientldd T very i plul 1o have an

hral repwnt 1o o that 1l o stihstanitial olitberencs hetween as
|

i ostosis and stheosis [a sunlar dhisease

cavsed by halation of silica dust|
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Phy the e token, it wanld be tronblesome if an olhical report shonld

ppear froin which the conelusion g

It be deaswn that there s very Little

{ any, difference between the two diseases | Wemnstem, 1974

13 Vanza "'“’"h“l with these [lv!lli“\l\ and never wade any
comparison between ashestosis and sihcosis, which was recognize d
“od l‘llll‘i‘“\.tl'll’ -h-d',hl‘ ”.u) ,l'-l“'\l'l‘-i\ 'u en red 1':'|||/l'<J 5 con
peosabile, the company mieht have been held hable for damages) In
fact whest mIS n||'| not become ---|n|u~|u,|[\h' in New Jrl\r\ until
dter World \War 101.°

Bt the lllul»iv mis of the ashestos warkers were not over. o 1935
two doctors at the Medical College of South Carolina lh-llwlun'd an
antopsy o an ashestos worker and fonnd oo cancer amid the scar
st By 1942 1en such reports had followed i the medical htera
ture and it became known—at least AMONE Sped ralists that asbestos
abvo cansed ling cancer wr workers

With thas reve Lation the industry took o more aLUressive ]n:lu S
They commussioned a study i 1938 from scrientists at Saranac Labo
ratory, an Adirondack taberculosis sanatormom and research center
with a long history of cooperating with industry. The asbestos man
nfacturers paid $15.000 to support the study, and the J-M attomey
wrote to another industry otheral

It would he a good thing to distribuite the information among the medi-

cal fraternaty] | providing it is of the night type and would not injure our

companies [ Wemstein, 1978)

The Saranac stndy, conducted by Drs. Arthur Vorwald and John
Narr, sumply dismissed the asbestos-cancer link by commenting that
the workers fonnd to have lung cancer were not a random sample of
whestos workers. They also had asbestosis. Perhaps, the scientists
igned, there was some Spe 1al rel lllulrl\lp hetween ashestosis vi
tins el )"ll'f caneer
conld be defimitels

The only wav the asbestos-lmg cancer hink
roven was by carrying ont a cancer study among
alarge mimber of ashestos workers, irrespective of any other disease

14t sty -*H(rw\lllll the medhical records of the ashestos

workers, and it was not aboat to open these records to nu‘nlwllnc'
crentists. Thas, the entire matter lay dormant for many years. Kotel
!\nuk [1'V||‘|[L.'

Scientists didd not protest the dustry s denal of access to this imforma

Lon or msist in therr serentihc papers that npl-lrnn ,lnuu al studhies be car

i " W e v ot Metpapmibian D le toshasrosn of (1
f RN [T o Med eoal Sew Yok Uiversts Mol af Sl U e was the anthor of

1 hawriss 0 Qond kv @ ehineasesaned renamed a learding expent s asestos il s
boatt v Proesn hootedo ek, 171
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242 *THE CANCER SYNDROME

ded ont, True to their professional codes, they kept silent. So nothing Yorl

happencd—except 20 more years of growing profits for the asbestos industry sand'

(Kotelchnek, 1974) thar

Afts

and, it might be added, twenty more years of cancer for asbestos app
workers,

In 1956 the Quebee Asbestos Mining Association (QABA) com- of 1
missioned a study from the Industrial Hygiene Foundation (111F= 197
now the Industrial Health Foundation). Based in Pittsburgh, the THF the
performs research for industry and is basically pro-management. dea'

The HIF study examined 6,000 Quebec ashestos miners’ health
records for evidence of lung cancer. They found none. However,

| : ' . ;
| they had ignored one of the cardinal principles of such studies: the the:
twenty-year time lag between first exposure to an agent causing lung of |
: cancer and the clinical appearance of the disease. This is called the bes’

“twenty-year rule” for lung cancer. According to Dr. Irving Selikoff:

For lung cancer the percentage of all deaths that occurred at 10 years or en
. Joss was trivial: it was not until 25 years after onset of employment that cr
deaths [from lung cancer] became common |among shipyard workers| (Se- du

likoff, 1978}

I These facts were certainly known to the anthors of the QAMA s
report, for they themselves cite studies, by Hueper and others, which
contain explicit reference 10 the “twenty-year rule.” But by studying B:
a relatively voung group of workers, two-thirds of whom were be- ay
tween twenty and forty-four years of age, the industry-sponsored
wientists were able to make the report come out favorable to the
companies le
|\\‘ the early 1960s, the asbestos health hazard began to receive
increasing attention. A doctor in Sonth Africa discovered a high a
incidence of mesothelioma among ashestos workers. This disease was o
' once so rare that it was not even listed as a separate cause of death in ]
the International Classification of Causes of Death. The best esti- «
I mates, based on autopsy series, was that only one out of 10,000
v people died of it. !

But amonyg asbestos workers it was soon found that 7 or 8 percent
were dving of this cancer of the lining cells—somewhere around
1000 timnes the number expee ted.

At about the same time, Dr. frving Selikoff and his co-workers at
Monnt Sinai Medical Center in New York broke through industry’s
monopoly ol health data on ashestos workers by going directly to the
' wnons involved

Selikoff's findings were a hombshell. He, too, found that among
young workers there was littie change in their X rays. "In the New

Ize Cancer Syndrome (Excerpt) (1980)
o e Published by AsbestosClaims.La
.Law
asbestosclaims.law/library/25447/9


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/25447/9

silent. Sa n,.r}..y.-‘:

e ashestos industry

wmeer for ashestos

won (OABA) com
mindation (1111

- ———— T — i

\shestos: The Harvest of Death + 243

York area,” he has cud, “when we examined somewhat over a thou
sand asbestos imsulation workers, we found that of the 725 with less
than twenty vears from onset of exposure, most had normal X rays.”
AMter twenty vears, however, extensive disease began Lo appear with
appalling frequency (bad )

In 1943 there were 632 men in a New York pmpehtters umon. All
of them have been “followed™ by Selikoff and his colleagues. By

\
. \ 1977, the ontspoken physician told a medical meeting, “instead of
tsburgh, the HIF s the 330 anticipated deaths (given their ages in 1943) there were 478 )
|II.IIL|\_‘.I'|||-¢'H| doaths ) 8
fos miners” health i A
I none. However, i Why did some 130 |I'1~,|lt' die who were not "'i"'""'! to die? Well,
wnich stadies: the ‘ there should have been 56 deaths from cancer, and there were 210, Instead o
eent cansing lung ol 13 deaths from lung cancer there were 93 One out of every three as . |
Fhis is called the j bestos workers dies of lnng cancer. This is simply a disaster! (ibid.) ;
) : ‘
e e ! Interestingly, too, instead of 15 deaths from cancer of the
wrred at 10 vears or b esaphagus, colon, stomach and rectum there were 43—a modest in-
I employment that ; crease,” Selikoff adds ironically, "Obviously, anvone who inhales
pyard workers| (Se- i dust also tends to ingest it.” !
| Selikoff next followed up this New York studv with a more exten- i
is of the QAMA ! sive report on thousands of .lkl)t‘\l(“f pipefitters across the country.
md others, which - On Jannary 1, 1967 there were 17,500 men in the international union
Bt by studyvang By 1977, there were 2,270 deaths, instead of 1,661 expet ted Once )
fwhom were [ agam, nstead of 320 deaths due to cancer there were 994 (ilnd.) | B¢
chistey sponsored . H
tavorable o the ! Sehikoff and his Mount Sinai colleagues were able to draw some i
: lessons from these studies
ciran To Tecsive Fairst, nntil this time it had been assumed that the main hazard of
overcd a hagh shestos came from asbestosis, In fact, as late as 1968, government
s discase was ollicials shrugged off sugeestions of anv other danger (Brodeur, “
arse of death w 7020 But, savs Selikoff, “the major excess [of deaths] was from !
. The best esh . cancer” (Selikotf, 1978)
ne out of 1O(KK) 5o prey ent was cancer among ashestos \Uuh'l\, their family :
’ members, and even neighbors of ashestos plants that the Mount Sinai ’
Wl 7 or 8 percet ' doctor remarks, ominously, “We're beginning to understand why i
newhere around one out of every four Americans—if things go as they are—will have :
} cancer in his or her lifetime and why 20 percent of all deaths in this |
his coworkers at t country are now due to cancer” (ibad.). 5
mongh mdnstny s Second, not only workers are susceptible to the ravages of as ‘l
ny directly to the bestos and other envicommental hazards, Consumers of these prod- !
vt ane abual danger, and with over 1000 products made of o |
wind that oy ; with ashestos, that meludes almost evervone. In Gact, says Selikoff, i
s Ul the New ' swimetimes conswmers are al greater risk than workers, since in a V)
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Lactory carcinogees mav be totally enclosed Fhere are som, health

Wt consumption is largely un antrolled

revulations for production, |
and vnregulated

\ [hird, other ol HHCas mav o mteract wath ashestios to mcite an

| even greater nsk of disease, For example, ashestos workers who alwa

} moke have an even ereater risk

|

ob contracting lung cancer {Frau-
ment, 975.4685) T hey

e sattimge tareets.” wavs Sehikoff
Fourth, although even a brief « Xpostire

to asbestos can he haz
dardons —even fatal

i general the chances of contra ting the disease
s related to the 1 ngth of time and the extent of exposure. The risk is
obviously higher for those most heavily mvolved in the production of
ashestos, who can inhale up to 8 billion fibers and fibnls submie o

wopie ibers) of asbestos a day, 50 percent of which are retained in
y the lungs

Nor have waorkers generally been told when their health was |
‘ ) threatened by ashestos EXposire

For example, Dr. Kenneth Wallace Sith,

medicul director of |
Johns-Manville uutil 1966, testified i a fawsuit that he could see

varly Xerav changes in a patient perhaps ten,

twelve, or fifteen vears
}N‘l'lf" ’i"

l]r"-"]”in'f} iny chinieal signs of disability |

L But he did not tell the ]
ashestosis or cancer. In a l
HIL’l‘ll

M workers they were comung down with
249 conhdential report Lo management he

s long a8 the man teels well, s happy at home and at work and has
4 1"}

ood he should be permitted to live

Should the man he t ld of his «

phvsic .||¢u|u!;l\4n|rnm‘nn\g and work |
il e

ondition toclav, there is A very
| odid

mite pessiiality that he would ey ore mentalls ilui phiy s allv il sim Jy
I } |

‘Mm!g“n the i\Tu\\\\-'li-f-‘ that he had asbestosis (eited in \\"illl[!‘lh_ 1978

\ Man experts believe, however. that ™ irlv detection of asbes- |

iIsarreversible when fully devele ped and grad- |
inally destrovs the lunes” 1, on the ather hand the 'Il\!'.l\t‘ 15
monttored closely. the patient’s life can be protonged (ibid

sovernment should be a4 watc hdog and honld
prevent such abuses from oce

tosis s enitical sinee i

A Theoretically . the

'
g, In fact, however, covernment

<lentists have been AInong
wsition. Lewis Cralley, a

| P ihenl of the Public Health Service's
I

vision of Oeg n'ullurl,ll Health,

carnied out a studv of health oned
ons in the ashestos industr

He “suppressed s
! vears,” savs Kotelchuck, “until thes were released by other
) olficials over his olyections” (Kotel huck, 1974

. \Il'--un'ln the ashesti
of the asbestos penld, (€

i=
P

rpnen———

\

!

\

|

the maost vocal advocates of industry's |
\

findings for six |

|

sidostey ha !.n;:r Iv Bilive ke vesbig s

ralley told reporter Paul Brodeur, “all | know 4
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< thaat 1

(N e !

pstreal imterest came fromy andostes They asked for on
hedp back e 1964, and they have cooperated with us magmificently
Brodear, 1974

Duyirng Cralley's tenvre as head of O npattonal Health, govern
ment mvestitalors were not Te d to wdentiby imdividual tae tories
nther reports on hazards, forward mterpretations of data to state
wenews, or even ake anv recominendations to factory owners

hd o In fact, savs Brodeur in his award-winning study | xpendable

\mericans,

noorder not to cmbarrass management or make workers apprehensive, the

Jivertnnent engineers who took Al ‘..||npl|‘\ rlnllnq the environmental sur-
ot only were forhidden to discuss the natnre of their activities with
vy workers they enconmtered but were also mstructed not to wear respira

tors which would have atforded them some protection against the hazard of

m\y,l:lu‘-_,’ whieston dnst (1Ind

hrough scientists such as Cralley, industey was alforded an en
tree into the mner circles of the medical establishment, imcluding
wich prestigions universities as New York University, McGill Medi-
cal Schiool, Wavine State, the University of Pittshargh, and Carnegie
Mellon and other groups such as the Awerican Public Health
Assoctation, the International Union Agaimst Cancer, and the Amer-
wan Academy of Occupational Medicine. In fact, Dr. Lee B. Grant,
medical director of Pittsburgh Plate Glass Companv—a major as-
bestos iser—eventually became president of the American College of
Preventive Medicine (ibid

Over the vears, most cancer scientists have shown a lack of inter-
eston the ashestos problem, just as they have failed to deal with
environmental tactors in general, For manvy vears, in fact. Sehkoff
aned his grovp were among the few asbestos labs in the United States

Since the early 19705, the Amencan Cancer Society has given
mancial support to Sehikoff, and a page and a half of its 1974 Annual
fReport i taken up with a 1{0-\l'rlp|u\n of its ot work with the
Mount Sinai tea In that same vear, the Society gave Selikoff about
SI50.000, two-thards of which went for research on ashestos (Gar-

hokel, 1979 While this seems to be a large sum, it represents only a
raction of 1 percent of what ACS garnered from the public that
vear ($108 million). By 1978 support tor the Mount Sinai group had
nsen to $256,000 tor all of Sehikolt's projects, including asbestos re-
warch, whitle public donations to ACS had risceo ba 2l S 140 o540
lon bad ;. ACS, 1978). This increase s a modest recognition of the
growing pubihe awareness of the ashestos |nnl\h‘|n

the record of Memorial Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center s even

iy B o W o, Sy v
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246 * THE CANCER SYNDROME

worse. The 386-page 1976 \nnual Report of the Sloan-Kettenng
. Institnte. which details hundreds of resear h projects, contains no
mention of studies on ashestos
This lack of interest in ashestos (as mn other environmental and
Py : IM(\I‘L\[IUII.I‘ causes of cancer) has had some unfortunate conse-
¢ quences for MSKCC emplovees, as well as for the public, which
s g might benefit from such investigations. In 1976 the Center’s admin-
] istration began renovating two of the older buildings in the complex.
Dust flew in the corridors of the hospital that summer and fall, but
no one outside of the administration knew that these clouds con-
tained asbestos. which had accidentally been freed from old pipe-
coverings by workinen
Jane McGill, the head of the Emplovee Health Service, wrote in
her 1976 annual report that there had been certain “environmental
problems.” One of these, she noted, was that “ashestos-contaiming
pipe-covering had been removed by the contractors by dry tech-
Y nique and not according to OSHA [Occupational Safety and Health
: Administration] precautions.”
“It was determined that one area was contaminated with as-
_ bestos fibers.” she said (McGill, 1976). Later that vear, Second Opin-
i ion, the “underground” mnpln\.(-l-\' newsletter at MSKCC, obtained
a copv of this report and |n|h|1uu-(| it (Second Opinion, June 1977).
No official announcement was made that for several months employ-
SR i ees, visitors, and possibly patients had been exposed to asbestos-
e : laden dust.
’ Apparently, MSKCC did not have an expert sufficiently versed in
: I the lmlhlc'm\ of asbestos to deal with the question, for Dr. Irving
5 X Selikoff and Dr. Arthur Rohl. both from Mount Sinai. and Dr Robert
:_ . Sawver of Yale University were called ‘in and asked to assess the
X . extent of damages (McGill, 1976).
> LAY

flaie s \lthough there is more public awareness ol the ashestos peril
o \ today, real improvement may be slow in coming. The National Can- :
; cor Institute now has literature which it sends to those who fear they
stand a risk of developing ashestos related diseases. It also has de-
signed posters to warn the public of the risks involved. Other gov-
emment agencies have begun to provide information, « hest X rays,
or, occasionally, inspections of possibly contaminated areas

Much effort has been expended in trying to limit the number of
fibers permissible in the air. While such controls are important, 1t s
necessary to pomt out that even il ihers are tightly regulated, the
problem may not end. Each fiber can—and does—break up into a

.
v Hor
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w Sloan- Ketternng ] multinde of smaller fibrils, so simal) that 1 million of them, side by
ects, contains no ‘ wde, measure an inch (Brodear, 1974
: These fibrils can be detected only by electron microscope, which ‘
WYADREaruta) ik ; few wdvstnal hygrene laboratones possess, Lattle research has been |
wlortunate o 1 done on the ibnl problem, but it s known that an asbestos worker in \
"',.“'\ .‘.:"“,"P'“_' I:‘h'"l::l:‘ ! a spposedly safe plant, whose air contains only two fibers per cubic \
- centimeter, can stll inhale from 8500 million to 8 billion fibers and \
Havin the « '.”“N' . \ hibods i an eight-hour day Glad.-30) \
ner aned fall, ban { Foor b l,;'“”m.,‘ the problem of controlling ashestos exposure \
these clonds con ; may be even more difficult. Asbestos is in the environment—millions ~: :
ved from old pipe i ol idestructible tans of 1t |
S : Given the past history of underestimnating the danger of ashestos, : |
R A L] i several important and disturhing questions remain. How much of |
”'" enviromnental 3 this ashestos poses an immediate danger to the public? How muc hois |
‘Hh':rl:“;:\‘:;:'\“:tt‘”;:: \ a “time bombh™ which will explode cach time an old building is \ :
H demolished or Lalls into disrepair? Does the asbestos have to be re-
IiSalety and Health ; moved, or can it be contained? Who is going to pay for this clean- |
vominabed wiih: 4 ’ np? Are there any ways to remove asbestos once it is "nlr;.i.ppm] in ;
- iy { the bady? Are there any really safe substitutes for this “miracle
vear, Sec um‘[ Chynn fibsir ™ " \
MSKCe ”M't“""‘l \nswering such questions will certainly take a great deal more !
wion, Jane: 19 research. But winle the scientists dehiberate, asbestos continues to
th months A iy pour into the environment virtually unchec ked—over 750,000 short
wised to asbustos i tons 1 1976 alone (Standard and Poor’s, 1977) } g
' 1he ashestos industry has snh--»l-'mn-‘l its heavy responsibility for
fliciently verwed w thas stuation, The COmMpres have even Hwinml-'d the government .
‘ m, for 1y I“”“: 1o l‘“ Yor \\);,”n-\rr 'H\\!‘\ l’n'w INCHT 11 OVeT Q.} lnllmn m ].l\\\\lll\ i
| iy and . Rok which asbestos workers have hled against them. This "bhailoat™ was
} ked | BAVERR Ak dwcussed at a meeting of € AngEressnn Ceorge Miller's (D.-Cahlif.)
House Committee on Education and Labor. There is a large Johns .
: Manville plant i Congressman Miller's Martinez district, according
| : to the Cuardion, a New York-based radical newspaper (Guardian,
the ashest i L December 200 1978
'”” Nistional Can Ao even more guestionable plan involved the exporting of as
hose who “'l“ they Pwstos to populations esther vnaware of its danger, desperate for
ses. 1t also has s work, or nnable to do anyvthing about the threat becanse ol "HII“! al
olved “1?\-} " repressient. As regulations have tightened in the Umt d States, the i
tion, chest X rays whestos industry i..(\ began to maove its lactones abroad. 1t has gen }
tted areas vrally chosen POOT COUNLIIES, St h as Taiwan, South Korea, Brazil, ‘
it the nmber ol and ekt fiid ) '
e mnport tnd, s

Htly regalated, th

s=heeak up into g

This sueration of socalled mimaway hazardons \hullk began in
e Late 19008 Tarwan, South Korea, and Brazs) are now all farge

exporters ol asbestos lnnulm (s to the United States; actually, they
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themselves amport the raw ashestos from Nimerican COMPANIeS such
wo Jolins Manville, and ship thesr tinshed products back to the
United States and other imdustiahized countries, The tavorite spot
I\I'I S 'I l"ll'l altion \M‘\ !‘l'l'll \‘,.-\]- ()

In 1967, for example, Amatex, a Pennsyviviona asbestos finm,
cloved ity MNailloed Sejrare iv!.m!‘ although 1t was qutte new, and
0w ned an asbestos varm smll i Avoa Proeta, a small town across the
border from El Paso, Texas: [t also operates a plant in Juarez, Mex-
o, According to Barey Castleman, a consultant to the Environmen-
tal Defense Fund and an expert on ashestos

In December 1974 Amatex began to import ashestos textiles into the
US. from the Jnarez plant. Amatex “imported” about 2 million pounds of
ashestos textiles from its Mexican horder plants in 1975, about one-fourth of
US. tmports from the entire world that year (iind)

US. journalists who visited the two Amates plants in 1977 found
“clomps of asbestos clinging to nearby bushes and fences where
newehiborhood children plav. Inside the plants, the air was filled with
the deadly white fibers™ (1)

The US. government has aided the ashestos industry in moving
its hazardous plants out of the countrv—=mn effect, v\lmrllnu .M)e\-
towis and caicer to [Hllt'u:n workers. For l'\.illll)ll'. most of the im-
ports come from so<called beneficiary countries. These countries are
allowed to expart their goads dutv-free to the United States

Some foreign ashestos lll.mls are even subsidhized directlv by the
United States. According to Castleman, a plant in Madras, India,
“was covered by 81 million pnlsTu al risk msurance by the Over-
was Private Investment Corporation,” a US. government agency

i)

As knowledee of the ashostos ‘u'u! »ilrl'.h{\ hiowever, foreign
workers are hghtig back agaunst the threat, In Cork, Treland, for
ey tllllvh' ashestos workers and the commumity delaved the o pening
of 4 newly -wmplvtm! ashestos mannfie turing l)l.m', owned and op-
erated by Ravbestos- Manhattan, The 88 nullion 1" it was unable to

pen for many months, and did so only at reduced « apacity after the
trishi people imiposed safety regatations on the owners (bid

In the Umted States a senies of strageles has been waged over
whestos i schools and other public bwldings. This began i Apnl
1972 when an elementary school i Lander, Wyomnng, was ordered
closed alter it was found that childeen were breathing, ace ording to
veavenmment report, Can anhealthy mixture of e and asbestos
cliist Bourne, 1978

Necopeh tooa Pabilie Laterest Besear )rl.uzmiw tudy, the sehool

Ili»l e ||.|~| ln Lo \IIK’]I! 1S ol |.l\l‘l H| 1111\1 vovenng 1|ll|lllll|‘ﬂ

The Cancer Syndrome (Excerpt) (1980)
ACL Doc 25447 - Page 15 of 17

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
asbestosclaims.law/library/25447/15



https://asbestosclaims.law/library/25447/15

{ npanies, s h
1wty back to the
The l-l\l!llh‘ \l\n(

1a ashestos hrm
fuite new ,uul
N town acrons the
tin nares, Mex
the Environmen-

os fextiles into the
million pounds of
about one-fourth of

nts i 1977 formnd
nd lences where
air was filled with

(]H“!\. HE inovng
s Exportinge ashies
most of the n
sy countries are
Red States
d chirectly by the
I Madras, Lidia
noe by the 0O

PV(,‘THIHI-H! 1

hr:'.‘ Ve { f 1
l:ml» I'll‘l\w] Poar
h\""ll'lf Openng

mt, owned and 1
[nl wits unable to
Apacity alter the
rers had

been waged over
Bs hegan m \pril
mng, was ondered

"”L: .I(rul.’vvuj tir
alr and ashestos

Fstuicde, the s bl

overmg lartare

— e —

-

——

shestos: The Harvest of Death < 2449

thronghont the sehool The dust turned mt to be ashestos, Talling
from detenorating cethimes which had been praved with an ashestos
wibition eleven vears before. Snch spravedon wsulation was com
ountry brom the 19508 to the 1970 The school
hadl to he closed antil the hazardous material conld be replaced

In January 1977 six elementary schools in Howell Tn\\n\hlp.
\"\ ]-!\-'\ were tiuuﬂl wWhite'n CNUUSSIvVe h'\v'l\ n| .|-\|\r'\||)\ wWere

fovnd there. One child 1ppears o to be sick from an asbestos-relatedd

tnease, and dozens of other children omplamned of =nu'\]>|.un.||ii-'
headaches, sore throats, and respiratory congestion. The problems of
Howell Township mav have been ageravated by children who
«raped the cerlings wath sticks and vrabbed at the insulation. Chil-
dren plaved with preces of the insnlation, which looked to them like
olton candy, and threw it in each others” faces (New York I'imes,
].um.u\ IO

In late 1978 Harlem parents shut down two adjacent New York
City schools, P.S. 208 and P.S. 185, when they discovered ashestos
flaking from a fourth-foor ceiling. The Board of Education at-
tempted a “cosmetic cover up.” Helene Brathwaite, head of the Par-
ents” Association, has said (Second Opinion, December 1978). They
tied to put up a new ceiling and leave the asbestos in place. In
domg o, they raised such a storm of asbestos that the children,
teachers, and parents could hardly see their hands in front of their

f

i H [BAN M § '!n‘ {

aces. So the parents shut the schools down, In some places, such as
the anditorinm, the asbestos had been exposed, behind a grill, since
the schionl w{n‘nl‘ll in 1967

The Flardem parents demanded—and got—a secret Board of Fdu
cation report which showed that at least 189 of the Citv's 1.000
public schools were contaminated with asbestos, This figure was

Later revised to about 300, although no one knows for sure how had

wositmabion really is, Even some sehool officials seem to think the
taard of Education is underestimating the numbers involved (ihid
Mthough using asbestos to insulate buildings has been hanned
sice the mid 19705, millions of office workers still work in ashestos-
Laden nnddings, including Madison Stpuare Garden, the World Trade
Center, and about hall of the conntrv's skva rapers. Fresh-air svs
s olten circalate right over the spraved-on ashestos, lmkm'_: up
wrs and fibrils mto the air enrrent. In the furor that followed the
Harlem CXPOSREeS, IRy warkers in New York SUspe ted that they,

i1

too, were working or living i ashestos-contamimated Dbantdings, 1t is
very ditficult for them to find out if they are in danger. Mount Sinai

srtbains the only electron mi roscope e all of New York Cay
which can detect ashestos i the ar, st s achime, it Lakes a
full day 1o test one bulding. When the head of the laboratory was
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wked what was bemng done to uncover the asbestos hazard. he re-
phed —with pnustal direc tness—""Nothing™" (New York Post, Novem-
ber 17, 1978

In an interview at the school Helene Brathwaite voiced her trus-
tration over this situation

Industry has bombarded us with different kinds of substances that are

harmiful to our health, wiathout asking usaf we w anted them or not, withowt

testing ]lruprliy i then telling us we have a |uul-|r||| This has to do with

capitalism and the Almighty Dollar. That's the basic problem (Second
Oypnnidon, December 1978)
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