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il Pinon: Department of the AFL-GIO in 1972, 08\ 
adapred s fust Gincersrelated work standand i 
beston exposure. 

Ashestos. Filty years ago, who would have believed tha tha 
so-called nineral of i thousind uses would one clay prove tales 
vancerscausing agent with enormous destructive potential? s 
hestos s brous silicate mineral that is remarkably elfecme 4 
msubation i fne-resistance. These qualities have led 1 e 
witlespread use in shiphbuilding, construction work, sne m maes 
other industries. Fach year, over two billion perttniels oof aslu stea 
find thew wav into everyday products, A partial list inelordes 
floor nies, shingles, voofing, wallboard, pipes, poihofdens 
roning-hoad covers, elevirical insulation ape, hilters wm o 
masks, hiliers Tor processing frait, wine, and pharntacemm s 
plasties, brake Tinmgs, clutch facings, crpets, plasier, stien 
cement, cond automaolnle undercomtings. In the words of the 
weier Puul Bradeur, “There is not an automobile, it pelane. 
e, ship, missile or engine of any sort that does not el 
ashestos i some form or another, and i hay Tomd its wany inte 
literally every bunkding, factory, home, and Lam acrms v 
Ll 

OF vonrse, this cormcopia of ashesios products wonld pot be 
possible without workers. Millions of workers — peshiape 
iy as bve million — are in intimate o upational contact e 
asheston. 10is not only those who mine, load, tack, and nll e 
asheston who breathe and swallow e yeds ol mullions ol e 
Croncopie anbestos ibers gach workday. Those wha work with 
the milled product are also inhaling and mgesting the hlwrs -« 
carpeatens, insultion workers, heating-cquipmient worken, 
rubiber workers, ashestos cement makers, puiy nunbacnes, 
heake g producers, roolimg and tile manulaciunes - 1he 
It abinost endless. These sre the men and women wlhio, kios 
gl o unknowis sy, visk their lives with their Libor becie, o 
it am, ashestos is every bit s lethal as it is useled. 
Bt studlies clting back to the 1930's established antenee 

shwesion Gihers as g inghly dangerons substance. But the sk 
condudcied w the 19607 by Dr, Irving Scelikoll of New Vs 
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Ve Saa Medial Canter established e vons avaeiy . the 
P et e atent ool tlhe Lt Wen Biongr voatle News Yoooi s vmant 12 

Rl ROAE T PR DT T T TRTTPITT HONE CCOURPRRRpRI | popes 
w o bt tisulators smd Ashestos Wonkers, m a2 Dy, 
el began i njor epudemologie stnls, one of e great 
bl derertive stonies ol tecent times. Selibod ! o 
serebes el throngeh the s’ 1econds, ol 
s b btines oy g sammpde ol 632 e whes were o 1! 
el Devembier 31, 1912 T hen they see wied the deash oer- 
“reates b e who had died and cenvpuared the waienr ol 
Fo b il the Gases with those of the geoeral male 1" 
“ et Unined Sunes, Acco ching to st mentafing L e, 200 Yo arhe ol have been expedted among the 632 wonaers. 
P mere 200, an excess of more oy 2% percent. 't he reasan f o the exe e g er. Insteam] of an expwecied toll of sy o seven 
T ath g tespitory cancers, there wore Tonty-five. Dastead 
e o e gastiomtestinal cancer s there were taw S ditferent 1erms, Dr. Selikaol |t 11 
ol Popilavon, sl 18 percent of all Awencan die of cancer., Vrocang abweston insulation workers, the wl! approas s 50 per- 
vava § ol o typicad lang cancer rate of S or 4 peroent, maore e B percent of all Jomg-tern ashesion workers dic sof re 
By ieer, Instead of an average stonuch aad colon 
Peeecdead vate of 2or % pereent, alout 6 percent of all g- 
et ashiesios workers sucommnl to these cancers, Sull more dae 
T plean gl mesathelioni, an always Gual smor tat aticks e bt membnane — the plenra — encasing the lungs: o etk oy pertoneal mesathelionna, an equally el malig- 
Sy it ks the pertoneim — the membnase g the 
ek ommnnal Gavity. Meseticlionss nsed te e A exeeptg 
Bern f e, 
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e RTTRC P “"R"l'—" 

~ohd Bl execnhive 
ronputal v 

oty i 1l malig 

% on e 

The Cancer Connection: Job-Caused Cancer (1977)
ACL Doc 25446 · Page 1 of 5

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/25446/1

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/25446/1


— 
32 1 Ve Cancer Connection 

exposne, the nan and his wile used the wonths belore b 
death o seard Tus backgronnd Tor the origins of the disease 1 
sadiv, they Tt ppon something. In 19HL when be was mineteen 

Al the man had worked in a West Coast shipyand Ton 2 
perisd of three months. s job was 1o pack landluls of ashestes 
it cloth casings and then pound the casings hat so that they 
contlel T wrapped aromsd the miles and miles of steam pipe 
warships. Working ma sherd, the ashestos dust and fibers hilledd 
the With cach breath he ok, milhons of Iin)’, indestrucniie 
ashestos Bibers Todged i and aronnd his lungs and sio aeh 
Healthy cells, vider the stress of this relentless attack, were we 
reversibly aliered and set on a cncerons course. Twenty-sesen 
vears alter tus celanvely brel exposure, the mesothelioma o 
iu-;un-d i the ma's body. Seventeen months later he was dead 

This was 1 Ireak inadent. Tt was parnt of an emergmg p 
tern. Many of those who worked in the shipyards during Wikl 
War 11 = vouig men, housewives, and college cocds who were 
out ol school tor the summer — laer developed nwulwfimnuf 
Trons ashestos exposures that were of no more than a lew werks 

ol these veports, and mindful ol the hard! 
el developed, Dr. Selikol§ was so alanmed at 

bonily elleat of decudes-old ashestos expes 
uted e shiapyard exposures alone, m the 

Tl conmnt, would be seen as the source of many thowsands o 
lis. Ashestos, it appears, is wnvivaled s the 

hazs 

NCATS 

stres gt he o 

UNCOSS 

vl Laced by Amenam won kers 
whelming arvay of evidence, m the sprng 

of 1972, Selikoltand a number of Labor union leaders asked the 
Depaniment of Labor's Oceupational Salety and Health Adunn 

st the oaly pradent policy Tor dealing with 2 

Avmed withan ov 

cinogen of st demonstrated potency: they urged the ado 
of st d it would progressively cut the permissable v 
ol wirhor e ashestos Gibers so that, within a few years' time, thee 
wanld e “no detectable levelTM of exposure. For thewr pmt. 
duntiy spohesmen proposed o standard 1o manmntain the st 
ll\l‘! 

In the end, on June 6, 1972, OSHA adopted an ashestn 

e Camness s aner 135 

eebaned thiat v Both e i s comsinm B e sesasiions 

compact. The pew staoard sequaed comployes toont te 

st temnee iber connts by about one hall, das suli sdowcng win k- 
o inhiade maany thorsands of ashestos Blwers with el neath 

oo W the reduced exposure level, inadegmate as i was, 
srnled ot Lake elleat Tor four yean! 

CNHAL anagency onginally created 1o proteet e bealih of 

sernrs laed coved in o mdustry pressane. Tieffecn, the OSNITA 
setesti stdard shunted asede what i pechaps the st tun- 

sSamental Gt of preventive cancer policy: There i wo Luovwn “afe 

Inel"of ey 
woexplosn 

e o i cancer-caning agent. A canenmgenos i ba 
10 4s o bomb with o delayed Tuse capabile of cans 

Comeer vens Liter among those who were onee oo war Lo ton 

n the kval ool Fne 
s, @ government-appoimied commintee 
ong the nation’s meost respecied cancer 
g belore the Congress i the plainest teseandchers, band this 

teemn In the committee’s words: 

Nelevel ol exposie o eh 
s sendoagieally § 

fovel b 
srembedpe, 

el e 
nsigiiliant for wan. F AEE AU 

1" cannot be establnhed by applicaion ol o presest 

Low commn ce called fin S peresgeesa 
stegens lram the envinonment, invisting i 
viaple must be that buman bheings have 

. 

ration ol Gars 

1t the comtralling 
cramee” o 

| crdinogens. 
Py aly, OSHA of fevals were goded by nenhier soien- 

Sl o himamitinian 
e bl in watare, thein g 
el s Bt there can be o 

vles, Tostead, o llib.l\\ was 

' - 
i e ' 

yeompronise with Giraneenn ex- 

e Kol ol o Mooy 

srrmnes, The ashestos standind o in cllect 18 so weas moon- 
ot that it will lave only mioginal nopact upon the caneer raies 
sremg exposed workers. In Lo, a macalne w 

Yer lead 1 
’ 

ay. it w 
an merease in the cancer 1ol N Wit ar oz ashest 

woveans, ashestos workens have heen dying by the 

sram achestosis — a noncancerons librous or scuring of the 

wnsaneds 

nogen shondd Yo consndered 
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34 1 The Cancer Connection 

fangs. In L the Bihosis cripples the oxygen-excange cipae 
v ol the Tungs, eventally leading 1o heart Gilere or death b 
what caneunts 1o iologic stiangulation. To some extent, the 
reduced exposure levels adapted by OSHA will cut the ashestiss 
toll Thintv-vear-old ashestos workers, who would have profubh 
died Trom ashestoss in their Gilties, will perhaps escipe thar dis 
caseand Tive 1 he sixty or sixty-live, long enoughi 1o dic mstea 
from ashestosanduced cancer, 

Having diposed of the ashestos issue in June 1972, lethag 
onceagam became the top-level policy at OSHA. Months pasaed 
without aoy signs of movement o establish stndards for o 
whaole series ol known workplice carcinogens. Tmpatient oo 
the Luk of scnon, in carly 19738, the Oil, Chemical, and At 
Workers Union and Ralph Nader's Washington-hased Healv 
Rescareh Gronp filed a petition with OSHA reguesting that ex 
posure lesels for ten recognized workplace carcinogens (ou ol 
perhaps 100 ar more) be set at “zero wleranceTM; in other wouls, 
there should be no human exposure whatsoever., Even nue 
sigaitaanty. the petinon incladed a request thar OSHA addepr 
precedent-setting permin systens that would har the nse of thes 
caremogens unless a b st sought and received @ govern 
mentassued use penmit Tnohis way, a company could non legally 
wse speahed Gincer-ciusing substances until OSHA had s 
sorveyed the work eovironment and certified it 1o he exposue: 
frec. 

A government-ssued use permit. A vadical concept? 1l 
b pramcaple, o permit sysiem is simply a hicensing procedure, the 
same ki of heensing procedare than has hecome a lised fea- 
ture ol American bife. Vietally every motor vehide driver in the 
Unnted States mnst secure i license before beimg allowved v i 
anatomaobile, s anaceepred venty that the govermment las a 
legitimate mierest m assuring at least a minimum level of e 
tenee belore allowimg an individual 1o operate an automolle 
aporentdhy lethal instroment. 1, inhe mterest ol pubilic saten. 
vean v 100 ullion Americans mnst first secure adiver’s ieewse, 
thes sy o is ot s easonable 1o requine the heensing of m 
dividual compasies i which potent cancer-crusing substineoes 
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o e mannbacined o used, Tt s e esenil s 
e permin Lo carcnogens; it provades ihe deverage of o 
e help assure stict adherence 1o standands desigined o 
stevent obeGrosed cancer. 

B ellent, the O, Chiemical, and Atomie Wonbrs Ussiesss il 
e Healih Researehy Group proposed than thes Dst ol 1o cai- 
rmeiens be treated i a wary akin 1o the s i ensong ane cone 
ek provisions placed upon the ansporiatin, s e, 
sl wse of vadivactive paerials. Amd with wemnl veason: the 

N ding pubilic health Tazand is e same — oo 
ol these ten cavcinmogens was Dis(Cldoroanetin hether, 

simply as BUNME, BOGNME is achension wsend s nnnalagce 
or water puriication and other mdusioad o 

e RoNg s Thias, o ngor compuany, fnss hegan wsing the 
Is Philadelphin plane e e 19000 Ta 1962, (e 

cal o pattern ol Ilmg CHMET CINES Iong Sonng 
v their il had workedd i one of the buddings. 

Srepeonmg than s \Nhemical used ondy in i batdeding was 1e- 
seaibile, by 19G7, ¢ apany-spoisored stdies ael reveaded an 
ereased incidence ofYung tumons i botl als o s 
‘e ling BOME; severisawor hers il alveady become cameer 
et by tha time, Despiti the mstallation of heter ventilation 

reduce exposure to BOMN, those workers whio had alieady 
feen exposed 1o the Jethal chedareal contmied 1o ohie, amnd new 
serhers continuerd 1o he exposed B, throughont this period, 
‘e employees were never wold X BOME Guises caneer., Iy 
VL e numiber of lung cancer viondps el imeorcased to lour- 
A TIN P more than a decade alier e Tust sy ol an oo 
el Cinger epidemic, Rohm and P\ adgingly o kimowls 
ervmone than twenty cancer deaths g ¢ preoneed wor hers. 

Pheve is more mermmimting evidence on BNME frem o 1972 
febl ey that the Depavtment of Plealth, EdaNgwn ol Wel- 

S tHEW) dntianed an the Diomond Slaoch CXemiel Castite 
e Redworn] Caty, Cabifon i 
teatnng i the mid- 19500, win 
mese e by el development Liboiatones were exnprosed 1o NCVIEL 
Merethont was mde w contain the BOME, exprstne unhl 196G, 
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1% | The Cancer Connection 

Wt the ey caneet deathis of two cmployees: one, thiny- 
Ty olil, the ethier, lovy-vight years old. A yoanr Later, a 

' Yol a che he pl ied of | 
thy-nme-y s oldd mman, i st at the |l.|lll, ched ol fung 
ey In 1971 aned worker, thirnty-two yeans old, dicd rom 
the diseanse. 1 hen twn e eers were strnek by Tung Caneer, 

AN this w2 plam e rlnp';ux\x\ahn 100 workers. Numles, 
Ages. Dates. The human wagedy \('flh’lfil@l i the statisticad 
By, Hlow many more cancer deanths muN' al 
Dypmened Shamrock? How many elsewhere?r Recent 

ae it BONE, — this power Lol carcinogen — may he presemt 
a wile vange ol industriil Drocesses, including the manubac- 

3 

N— wre of prnn.\-u'nl Press clontung. 
Withenet 2 permit or Niceming system, how can we possibly ex- 

peet tn proted workers [rom exposure (o BOME and onher 
dead'y caromogenn? s stromgest Tovm,apa mit system would 
ehinate the c-\‘nm--mu/u-v_n-h—! e \)'mhmm‘. Tnsteadd, an 
sty sroducing ar sy specil J carcinogens would he ves 
-‘nn. o 1o prove o (l\ the sulntances woere l'\\(‘l“lql‘ o s u- 
cratons; 2) thete were no .m|nn|ni;nc sultittes ol lesset 

ool (3) ! necessary steps were being taken o salegand 
emplovees agatnst any expostiIes whatsoever, The Perinit sys- 
rem went'd! apply 1o no omly the Lavger companes hike Rolm and 
s e ! el St k, bt alsoto the smaller out s like 
Collins, ¢ Sdwel! & Dague, where Joc Fitman worked. 

On Loy 249, 1971, OSHA issued ity standards fora Tonnited 
series ol caronogens — the ten listed in the oviginal petition thint 

5 was led plus fony other caranogens Theve is lintde comlont i 
the content of these sanebands While OSITA died stituate vee 
pareIneniy lin \I.mv.\' Tanedling in the nummlacnre or e ol 
these Toneen cart OReny, the cuey el o ilul\ldc nwaee 
T TG L R ALIALSIAL AL vt there be “no detcctahle level” ol expo- 
ane. tnoother wontls, \-m‘nhnn‘ expenties 1o these towmteen 
AT R G R LLA AL sulitanees ot sl tegally |.|||m“A|‘|h~ i 

L setnent of the (PRI 
RTCLLIN pontoan IS AU S o was e 
PR TTRLETE L] v there might e a “sale fevel CAPONITE T 
AT Fay s dediesonmy fon sty these salt shandlands, OSIH A 
vemer e’ e o Wt poermn ‘nu'm\.fl e ageney el 
ae tart s clann fanat etation oo st T systen was heyenn! the 

wer 1 37 Toh-Cansed 

wy anthonity. Bt o'y, what was reatly 
T ig! Wy st \..luul wits o m.m.uqum-m-micnlcd aversion 1ooa lt'\,“ll'.llnl v 
Hanewon K that would hilt the hurden of ool 1o employers 
sl give the henelit ol the doubt 1o workers ; 

Without o perinit system yeguiting Jearmee hefore caranoe: 
vt an T ‘umhln‘nl or tseed inan sediviedaal ‘n'..nu, OSTEA w! 

: A \ 
seosl @ veritahle anmy o enloree even e Thted standands 

..‘flu‘ o e, 1, m Lagt, we e highting &t St o1 LN 
o the foremost hattlehields st he the workplaces whaore 

L Cr-Causing sulntanees abound. i this Iy it war, wheree 
soldiens? Where are the enforcers ol the law, those who 

he .,.h-\;u.nd vulnerable r|||||!u)‘c('\? Right now, OSITA iy tinle 
u...|v|: than s vagtay Hureancracy. 1t numrhers fess than 1600 fed- 
vral cn(ll‘l;“i”l\.l‘ Veealth sl saleny comnlance olticers. Andd, ol 
e, Tewey Quam A00 are the more rechmieally qualthied indus- 
nial h)'gicni\ln: It's no wonder Jov Frman con'dn’t yemembher 
et secing any health imspedtons. Wil the Landiul of com- 
'.h.uuc ol licers putm the held by ¢ A, the adds e qum\ l‘f.cl 
a sl Lytasiness like Collins, Caldwe!! X Dague won't he in- 
.|..'.|r(| more than onee in lm;m_y yoans. _ 4 4 

Whao is to blame for the continmmng epidemic ol _u-h-l.;mwd 
camer? Industry? In part. Thase who 1o Klesaly subject em- 
|,'|.\u~\ 10 L‘;I\lllulgrn‘u t‘\‘)n\\'l\‘\ cannot x’st’;lpc R LRI )Il.lll' 
o the blame. Bt there shou'd he no iPaastons about s m aer 
ot sucial andd hunan H:\lil)ll\l‘n‘l!\'_ Faployers and punggers 
hase o isston meastred e ol puuhuli\iw andd profus. 
Phete TM little yoom m et cauation Lor comstderations ol cme- 

we 1o health s 

‘.'.,\.L- hicalth, 1).|llltl|'.|l|“ when the vist e dann 
.‘.hnrtl for nuany yeais, @ iy with caneey 1 e aasarranatiens, ' 
any, 1t e that employers will do on'y what they e requned 
w o o comply with the hw. 

. 

it who establishes the requirementy ol the taw? e i~ 
wheae the Lo June of the Ll st 1 plae el — on thane 
whin ke the Law s on those who e «‘Lls\;u\ with carryng 

o L) 

it 1y PrOVIIONS Phene who mahe e Law: the Congress " 
ey, the Congiess ook an important step lon ward iy e g 

X 3 1 P ] 
e Ut wpanieal Satety and Plealth A 1y ie o tonaghystatare SRt 

1 

vnles anple athony o elleanely comtuat the cpeemn o' 

The Cancer Connection: Job-Caused Cancer (1977)
ACL Doc 25446 · Page 4 of 5

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/25446/4

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/25446/4


38 1 The Cancer Connection * 

oh-cavsed Gineer, Bt in major matters of regulation the word, of a statarte alone ave n enoughi; Congress must appropiae 
s necessary vinister the B, This the Congress iy 

ited 1o do. OSHAY 1 budget has hovered around $100 
ion For severul yeamrs. One hadred million dollars per year 

— the amountspent by the Pentagon in just eight hours, OS114 
needs at least ten times Cut mach: one bitlion dollas per yer, 
And it needs the money immediately 10 hive thousands of . 
spectors, industial hygiensts, and biosttisticians, ‘The war on 
Cincer must at Last be Guried imo the workpliaces across the 
tand. Congress muast suppty the personnel (o inspect the pla, 
and Laanries i) give Americn workers effective protectiong 
against sobecased cancer and other occupational diseises, 

Congress can supply the personnel. Tt cn defegate the re- 
sponsilulitg. Bot what about those who are charged with Crying 
ont the T The Executive Reanch, ‘The Nixon and Ford admin. 
i s comsistently treated the Occupational oy and 
Plealth Act s o nuisance vather than as an opportunity. Theiy 
combined vecord velleas the Excamtive's SYSICHEUIC tnrespon. 
stveness o the prohlems of Job-caused cancer and othey ol 

af h viazands, T G, these administrations e haly 
submitted s puny budget projecions for OSHA thin il 
year Congress felt abliged w add o few million dotas 1o the 
fresident’s e vissingly madequane budget reguests. 

Tnadeguate fndgen requests ine one way Tor the Exeentive 1 
seuntle o vosrom. Another is o appoint oflicials unworthy of 
Bigh federa! otlice. From the outset, OSHA's top ranks Tave 
Been (Med By smen withom distinction, hy men who never veally 
Betieved i the ageney Tad a mission 1o pProfect American 
workers — 1o save lives, Sometimes their Lk of dediction me 

ced more siesier wotivations — ;1 kind of wialign neg'ec wil, 
bl comenuences. Ashestos was the finst rownd, “The 
s tar laceen cadinagens was the second round, 
Sty ! Cozem ol n workplace cndinogens remain 1 
S adopred alveady the pantern lus been e fy extalilishie! 
ONTIA W ety slone and weak, o i nent-onented govern. 
ment ageacy despite s location within the Department ol 
PRI 
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Frostvated an the sethack on ashestos, and sensing o hie 
sgemla o sell Amencan workers, when OSIH A !.m;vl'\ 
il hearings on the question o workplace Farchingens i 
seprember 1973, Sheldon Samuels, a spokesman for the AFL- 
oy Industria! Union Department, Lished out i the agemy's 
whcials Tor dragging their Teet on the question l.ir vancer- 
cansing substances, Tesulyimg before an OSHA hearing ol leer 
he sanl: 

5 done now, I 

ya thaps thousands ol men .am.l women v he expected . 
sgomamg deml hom cancer in the nest two decades. Sin, 
anitzal society we would hold persona'ly responsible thase who Pare 
w lp;ll(’(l i thus conme, Yeath e €l pot el eatres o) the Caneer 
pestillens who harteved moral and seoutony obbganions. I.n A st ety 
ey wotthd now he snslergenog eclidsnliaremn v o periad it Ins 
steadd, they walk freely o Cas o enil s iy o rewand. 

o 'y 

What Samuels sugrested was in Gt wne, There win somne- 
thing Lar more sinister than avdimary bureanoaiosor's invalved 
here. A year Liter, i tootnene 

revealed that O f 
st hlteen months of operation. In Jm e ol heing 
hared ot work on stindands to protect workers against cGincer- 
caming agents, Gearge Co Guenther, then ead of OSTIA, wars 

ficets tha e 

oy dhialung a combitental meno o fugher-ums i the et 
st s sl 

pation loy, ay " 
sl standinds wil! e propesced by OSTEATM Fager 1o e the 
agency s a prastinute for the Nixon re-clecomn done, he went on 
weantess the potentia! of o oy 
“yales point for fundvaising TM 

. Lot went o Tahor, T as oy 
sty that P o etedt Togh!y commoner- 

wgement-aremed OSHA oy o 

Guenther's betvaya! of Amencan workers may not 'ave heen 
the wost notorons of the momy Watereate crmmes, bt i e ot 
will verinly prove 1o he the most Cead'y, 
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