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THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT THAT OCCUPATTONAL EXPSOURE TO ASBESTOS I1IAS REEN
ASSOCLINTED WITIL THE DEVELOPMENT OF ASBESTOSIS AND AN INCREASED RISK TO
MESOTHELTOMA AND BRONCHOGENIC CANCER TN A PERCENTAGE OF WORKERS EXPOSED IN
THE PAST.  THE DATA IDENTIFYING ASBESTOS FEXPOSURE AS A CAUSATIVE FACTOR IH
GASTROTINTLSTINAL CANCER REVEAL A SIGNIFICANTLY LOWER ATTACK RATE, AND THESE
| TUMORS ARE. SUGGESTIVE OF A MASSIVE EXPOSURE AND, PERIAPS, OF FIBER MODIFICATION

IN THE RESPIRATORY TRACT PRIOR TO INGESTION.

BRONCHOGENIC CANCER IS VIRTUALLY LIMITED TO WORKERS WHO SMOKE CIGARETTES,
BUT THE DEVELOPHENT OF ASBESTOSIS AND MESOTHELIOMA DOES NOT APPEAR TO HBE AFFECTED
BY SMOKING. IN A MAJOR STUDY, HOWEVER, PERSONS WIIO SMOKE AND HAVE ASBESTOSIS

APPEAR TO IIAVE DOUBLE THE AGE-ADJUSTED DEATII RATES OF NONSMOKERS WITH

ASBESTOS1S.

I ADDITION TO THE STUDIES OF DISEASE IN ASRESTOS MINING AND MANUFACTURING

WORKERS, (A) TSOLATED THSTANCLS OF LUNG CHANGES AMD MESOTHELIOMA HAVE BEEN

REPORTED TN HOUSEHOLD COMTACTS OF ASBESTOS WORKERS, (R) REPORTS OF ASBESTOS-
RELATED DISEASE 1t THDIVIDUALS RESTDING IN TIHE HEIGHBORIOOD OF ASBESTOS
HTLLING AND MANUPACTURTNG PACTLITIRS HAVE BN PURLTSIED, AND (C) ASBESTOS-

:_' RELATED DISEASES HAVE BEUN IDENTIFIED TN WORKERS USTNG ASBESTOS IN INSULATION

THETALLATION AND REMOVAL TN THE CONSTRUCTTON TNDUSTRY.

THE CURPLIFT. PPEVALENCE OF ASBESTOS-RELATED DISEASE REFLECTS PAST EXPOSUPES,
WETHOTHE ONSET OF EXPOSURE MEASURARLE TN OUTNOUENTITA FOP ASRESTOSIS AMID IN

DECADES FORDMALIGUANT HUEOPLASYS . T 1S CLEAR THAT THE DISEASE “ME NOW SER IS THE
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TSRO NCE OF DEFICTENCTES OF THE PAST. PROJECTIONS OF FUTURE OCCURRENCE

OF ATHESTOS-RELATED DISEASE ARE ESSENTIALLY VALID ONLY 10 THE EXTENT THAT

THEY CLEARLY STATE THE PAST BXPOSURE TUEY REFLECT.

THESE ORSERVATIONS GENERATE A MIERARCHY OF GENERIC ISSUES AND SPECIFIC

QUESTIONS WHICH 1 WOULD LIKE TO RAISE. THE ISSUES ARE:

1. DOES THE PRINCIPLE OF DOSE-RESPONSE APPLY TO THE INTERACTIOM AND

EFFECT OF ASBESTOS ON ANINALS, INCLUDING MAN?

2. 1S THERE A LEVEL OF EXPOSURE AT WHICH NO ADVERSE EFFECT CAN RE
DEMONSTRATED? TO DETERMINE THIS, THREE FACTORS MUST BE CAREFULLY
CONSIDERED: (A) WHETHER EXPOSURE HISTORY IS ACCURATE, (B) WHETHER
AN ADEQUATE TTIME PERIOD HAS ELAPSED, AND (C) WHETHER THE SURVEILLANCE
OF WORKERS AND MEDICAL EVALUATION ARE COMPETENTLY ACCOMPLISHED. .
RECOGNTZING THE DIFFICULTY ENCOUNTERED BY SOME IN ACCEPTING "NEGATIVE
STUDIES," IS THERE A MECHANISM WIERESY THE CONCEPT OF AN ACCEPTABLE
LEVEL OF RISK CAN BE APPLIED TO ASRESTOS BXPOSURE? THIS ACCEPTABLE
LEVEL SHOULD NOT BE MEASURED BY THE IMCENDIARY AND UNACCEPTARLE RUBRIC
OF 1OW MUCH A IUMAN LIFE IS WORTH, BUT RATHER Y THE PRACTICAL
DEMONSTRATION OF MO ADVERSE EFFECT IN THOSE EXPOSED FOR A WORKING

LIFE, EVEN THOUGH IT MAY HOT BE POSSIBLE TO FLIMINATE A THEORETICAL

HAZARD 'ROM OUR THINKING.

3. ARE THE ENGINEERTNG AND TECHMOLOGICAL MEASURES ADENUATE TO ENSURE
FHVIRONMMENTAL CONTEOYL OF ASRESTOS CONCENTRATIONS, WITH FULL RECOGHITION
THAT FHMPLOYEER PEOTECTION BY PERSONAIL DEVICES SUCH AS RESPIRATORS IS A

TRANSTENT SOLUTTION AND AN THTERTH MEASURE?
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A. ARE CTHERE MEASURES OF WORKLR SURVETLLANCE AID EVALUATTON THAT CAN
PROVIDEE A BASTS FOR REGULATORY CRITERIA AS WELL AS EMIANCE OUR
ABTLITY TO IDENTIFY THE EXOUISTTELY SUSCEPTINLE EMPLOYEE SO THAT

PROMPT,  APPROPRIATE STEPS FOR EMPLOYEE PROTECTION CAM BE TAKEN?

2. WILL THE WORKEER, THROUGH IS OMl‘EFF()RTS AND THOSE OF HIS REPRESENTATIVES,
ENTER INTO A PARTNERSHIP WITII MANAGEMENT TO ENSURE AN ACCEPTABLE WORK
EHVIRONMENT?  ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS TYPE ARE WORKING “WELL IN SOME
INDUSTRIES , WHEREAS IN OTHERS THEY ARE FOUNDERING. THE KEY ISSUE IS

THE TIME-HONORED ONE OF BALANCING RESPONSIBILITY AND AUTIORITY, AS

FOR EXAMPLE TIIE WILLINGNESS OF A UNION TO ELIMINATE THE CONTRIBUTION

OF CIGARETTE SMOXING TO BKONCHOGENIC CANCER RBY HELPING TO ENFORCE
NO-SMOKING POLICIES RATHER THAN DY FILING GRIEVANCES REQUIRING

ARBITRATION OR BY JOINTLY CEMSURING UMACCEPTABLE WORK PRACTICES.

THESE GENEPRAL ISSUES CAN BE ELABORATED UPON IN A PRACTICAL MANNER THROUGI

KETTERATION OF OHE MAXIM AND BY ASKING A COUPLE OF QUESTIONS. THE MAXIM IS:

NODODY HAS THE RIGHT TO INJURE AHOTIHER PERSOM KNOWINGLY.

THE OUESTIONS ARE:

1. WHAT ARE THE THGREDIENTS NECESSARY TO FACILITATE COMMUNICATION,
COOPERATTON, AND COLLABORATION BETUEEN MAMAGEMENT AND THE WORKER?
I Do HOT HAIVELY SUGGEST THAT THE ADVERSARY RELATIONSHIP SHOULD OR
FVEN CAY 1ML FLININATED.  ACTUALLY, PEODUCTIVE: COOPERATION CAN
PLOURTSIE TN AN ADVERSARY COUDTTION TO THE CXTENT THAT EFFORT AND

FHERGTES ARE HOT DISSTPATED TN DISTRUST, ANTAGONTSM, AND HOSTILITY.
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-~ THAT THE PAST HAS ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS PROVIDED FERTILE SOIL FOR
THESE ENOTIONS 18 ACKNOULEDGED. WHAT 18 CRITICAL NOW IS TO MATHTAIN

AtID, YES, EVEN ENIANCE THE USE OF TH1S MATERIAL (ASRISTOS) AT A LEVEL

FHCOMPASSTHG THE "NONIMJIURY" MAXIM.

IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT PRODUCTIVE COOPERATION BE ACCOMPLISHED BOTII IN
"REACTIVE" SITUATIONS AND, MORE IMPORTANTLY, IN "ACTIVE" OR CREATIVE
SITUATIONS. IN REACTIVE STTUATIONS, CONSULTATION AND JOINT EFFORTS ‘
TOWARD RESOLUTION OF SPECIFIC DIFFERENCES AND CRISES ARE MECESSARY, AS

WELL AS JOINT INPUT IN RESPONDING TO RECOMMENDATIONS OF REGULATORY

AGENCIES. OF MUCH GREATER IMPORTANCE ARE JOINT EFFORTS IN THE

"ACTIVE" OR CREATIVE STTUATION. MANAGEMENT-UNION COMMUI'TEES OFFER

A REAL VEHUICLE FOR (A) EDUCATIOMAL ACTIVITIES FOR WORKERS, (B)

CLEARINGHOUSE FUNCTIONS FOR OCCUPATIONAL HAZARDS , AND (C) JOINT

INPUT TO REGULATORY AGENCIES IN THEIR DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMEMTATION

OF PROCEDURES TO ENSURE A HZARD-FREE WORKING ENVIPROMMENT,

2. WHAT IS TIE ROLE OF MAMAGEMENT IN RELATION TO THE PAST, THE PRESENT,

AND THE FUTURE? TN RELATION TO THE PAST, MANAGEMENT HAS THE OBLIGATION
TO PROVIDE COMPENSATION TO THOSE WORKERS WO HAVE BEEN THJURED AND

TO UNDERWRITE RESEARCH TO AMELIORATE THE RESULTS OF PAST DEF!CIEWCIBS.

IN ADDITION, MANAGENENT HAS THE OBLIGATION TO DISSEMINATE THE INFORMATION

LT HAS ONTAINED AS A RESULT OF 1TS RESEARCIHL,

FOR THE PRUSENT, MANAGEMEMT HAS TIE RESPONSIBILITY TO PROVIDE AN

ACCETTARLE WORK ENVIROUMENT .  THERE ARE NO HAZARD-FPEE VOIDS IN LIFE;
HEVERTHELESS , MANAGEMENT MUST ASSUME RESPONSTRILITY FOR GENERATING

HO HEW CASES OF DISEASE. TN ADDITION, HANAGEMENT MUST GATHER DATA
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THAT CAM NE USED IN DEVELOPING CRITERIA AND SETTING STANDARDS AND MUST
COMPLY WITH STANDARDS ALREADY PROMULGATED, T1IROUGH (A) ENGINEERING
CONTROLS TO ACNIEVE MAXIMUM REDUCTION OR BLIMINATION OF HAZARDS ;

(3) APPROPRIATE WORK PRACTICES; (C) PERSONNEL PROTECTION, RECOGNIZING
SUCH MEASURES AS INTERIM SOLUTIONS ONLY: (D)ONGOING INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE

AND PERSONNET MONTTORING AND SURVEILLANCE, INCLUDING TAMNG FUNCTION AND

X=RAY STUDILS; (E) PARTICIPATION IN RESEARCH PROJECTS IDENTIFYING HIGH-
RISK GROUPS, SUCH AS SPUTUM CYTOLOGY STUDIES; AMD (F) APPROPRIATE
DEMOLITION, REPAIR, AND SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL OF ASBESTOS-CONTAINING
MATERIAL.  AGAIN, MANAGEMENT HAS THE RESPONSIBILITY TO DISSEMINATE THE

INFORMATION IT HAS GATHERED ON THFE PROPER USE OF ASBESTOS.

i
|
‘ |
FOR THE FUTURE, MANAGEMENT HAS THE RESPONSIBILITY TO CONTINUE TO
COMPLY WITH ALL STANDARDS AND TO PARTICIPATE IN FURTHER RESEARCH.

RFCAUSE OF WHAT WE KNOW NOW, FAILURE TO COMPLY WOULD MAKE INDUSTRY

TRULY CULPABLE.

IN CONCLUSION, AS AN INDUSTRY SPOKESMAM, THE ROLE ASSIGNED TO ME FOR TUIS
SEMINAR ON ASBESTOS, T FLEL THERE IS NO DIFFERENCE IM ORJECTIVES BETWEEM
THDUSTRY AND THE OTHER CONSTITUFNCIES REPRESENTED HERE (LABOR, CONSUMER AND
ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS, GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, AND ACADEMIC AMD PRIVATE RESEARCH
aroupas) | THE ROLE OF THDUSTRY, THOUGH, IS A SPECTIAL OME BY VIRTUR or THE
VACT THAT (M) THDUSTRY HAS THE FRONTLINE RESPONSTIBILITY FOR THE LOCALE WHERE
TUE POTENTIAL FOR UARM EXISTS, (B) EXCEPT FOR GOVERNNENT, INDUSTRY 1IIAS MORE
RESONRCES THAN ANYOHE ELSE TO APPROACH AND AMELIORATE PROMLEMS, AND (C)

VITHOUT  WORKING TOGLYHER TN TRUST WITH INDUSTRY, PROGRESS WILI, DE HALTING.

Statement of Concern for Johns-Manville at the University of Toronto Asbestos Seminar (1977) Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

ACL Doc 25476 - Page 5 of 5

asbestosclaims.law/library/25476/5


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/25476/5



