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THERE CAN BE NO DOUBT THAT OCCUPATTONAL EXPSOURE TO ASRESTOS HAS REEN 

ASSOCIATED WITIL THE DEVELOPMENT OF ASBESTOSIS AND AN INCREASED RISK TO 

MESOTHELTOMA AND BRONCHOGENIC CANCER TN A PERCENTAGE OF WORKERS EXPOSED IN 

THE PAST. THE DATA IDENTIFYING ASBESTOS EXPOSURE AS A CAUSATIVE FACTOR IN 

GASTROINTLSTINAL CANCER REVEAL A STGNIFTICANTLY LOWER ATTACK RATE, AND THESE 

TUMORS ARFE. SUGGESTIVE OF A MASSIVE EXPOSURE AND, PERIIAPS, OF FIBER MODIFICATION 

IN THE RESPIRATORY TRACT PRIOR TO INGESTION. 

BRONCIHOGENIC CANCER IS VIRTUALLY LIMITED TO WORKERS WHO SMOKE CIGARETTES, 

BUT THE DEVELOPHENT OF ASBESTOSIS AND MESOTHELIOMA DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE AFFECTED 

BY SMOKING. IN A MAJOR STUDY, HOWEVER, PERSONS WIIO SHMOKE AND HAVE ASBESTOSIS 

APPEAR TO HAVE DOUBLE THE AGE-ADJUSTED DEATII RATES OF NONSMOKERS WITH 

ASBESTOS1S. 

IN ADDITION TO T €TUDIES OF DISEASE IN ASRESTOS MINING AND MANUFACTURING 

WORKERS, (A) TSOLATED TNSTANCLS OF LUNG CHANGES AMD MESOTHELIOMA HAVE BEEN 

REPORTED 1 1IOUSEHOLD COMNTACTS OF ASBESTOS WORKERS, (R) REPORTS OF ASBESTOS= 

RELATED DISEASE 1M THDIVIDUALS RESTDING IN THE HEIGHRORIOOD OF ASHESTOS 

MTLLING AND MANUPACTURTNG FPACTLITIRS HAVE BERN PURLTSHED, AND (C) ASBESTOS- 

RELATED DISEASES 1AVE BECH IDENTIFIED TN MORKERS USTNG ASRESTOS IN INSULATION 

THETALLATION AND REMOVAL TN THE CONSTRUCTION THDUSTRY. 

THE CURPLIT PPEVALENCE OF ASBESTOS-RELATED DISEASE REFLECTS PAST EXPOSUPES, 

WETIE THE ONSET OF EXPOSURE MEASURARLE IN OUTHOUENITA FOR ASRESTOSIS AMD DN 

DECADES FORMALIGUANT HEOPLASMS . T 18 CLEAR THAT TH: DISEASE ME NOW SER IS THE 
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T TEEISEONCE OF DEFICIENCTES OF THE PAST. PROJECTIONS OF FUTURE: OCCURRENCE 
OF ATHESTOS=RELATED DISEASE ARE ESSENTIALLY VALID ONLY 1O THE EXTUNT THAT 

THEY CLEARLY STATE THE PAST GXPOSURE THEY REFLECT. 

THESE OBSERVATIONS GENERATE A MIERARCHY OF GENERIC ISSUES AND SPECIFIC 

QUESTIONS WHICH 1 WOULD LIKE TO RAISE. THE ISSUES ARE: 

DOES THE PRINCIPLE OF DOSE-RESPONSE APPLY TO THE INTERACTION AND 

EFFECT OF ASBESTOS ON ANIMALS, INCLUDING MAN? 

TS THERE A LEVEL OF EXPOSURE AT WHICH NO ADVERSE LFFECT CAN BE 

DEMONSTRATED? TO DETERMINE THIS, THREE FACTORS MUST BE CAREFULLY 

CONSIDERED: (A) WHETHER EXPOSURE HISTORY IS ACCURATE, (B) WIHETHER 

AM ADEQUATE TTME PERIOD HAS ELAPSED, AND (C) WHETHER THE SURVEILLANCE 

OF WORKERS AND MEDICAL EVALUATION ARE COMPETENTLY ACCOMPLISHED. ' 
RECOGNTZING THE DIFFICULTY ENCOUNTERED BY SOME IN ACCEPTING "NEGATIVE 

STUDIES," IS THERE A MECHAMISM WIICREBY THE CONCEPT OF AN ACCEPTABLE 

LEVEL OF RISK CAN BE APPLIED TO ASRESTOS RXPOSURE? THIS ACCEPTABLE 

LEVEL SHOULD NOT BE MEASURED BY THE IMCENDIARY AND UNACCEPTABLE RUBRIC 

OF NOW MUCH A HUMAN LIFE IS WORTH, BUT RATHER Y THE PRACTICAL 

DEMONSTRATION OF MO ADVERSE FFFECT IN THOSE EXPOSED FOR A WORKING 

LIFE, EVEN THOUGH IT MAY NOT BE POSSIBLE TO FLIMINATE A THEORETICAL 

HAZARD F'ROM OUR THINKING. 

ARETHE ENGINEERTNG AND TECHMOLOGICAL MEASURES ADENUATE TO ENSURE 

FHVIROUMENTAL CONTREOL OF ASRESTOS CONCINTRATIONS, WITH FULL RECOGHITION 

THAT EMPLOYEE PROTECTION BY PERSONAL DEVICES SUCH AS RESPIRATORS IS A 

TRANSTENT SOLUTTON AND AN TNTERIM MEASURE? 

Statement of Concern for Johns-Manville at the University of Toronto Asbestos Seminar (1977)
ACL Doc 25476 · Page 2 of 5

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/25476/2

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/25476/2


w
 

- 

ARETHERE MEASURES OF WORKLR SURVETLLANCE AUD EVALUATTION THAT CAN 

PROVIDE. A BASTS FOR REGULATORY CRITERIA AS WELL AS EMIANCE OUR 

ABTLITY TO IDENTIFY THE EXOUISTTELY SUSCEPTINLE EMPLOYEE SO THAT 

PROMIT, APPROPRIATE STEPS FOR EMPLOYEE PROTECTION CAN BE TAKEN? 

WILL THE WORKER, THROUGH 1S OMI.EFF‘\‘)R‘I‘S AND THOSE OF HIS REPRESENTATIVES, 
ENTER INTO A PARTNERSHIP WITII MANAGEMENT TO ENSURE AN ACCEPTABLE WORK 

EHVIRONMENT? ARRANGEMENTS OF TIIS TYPE ARE WORKING WELL IN SOME 

INDUSTRIES, WHEREAS IN OTHERS THEY ARE FOUNDERING. THE KEY ISSUE IS 

THE TTME-HONORED ONE OF BALANCING RESPONSIBILITY AND AUTHORITY, AS 

FOR EXAMPLE TIE WILLINGNESS OF A UNION TO ELIMINATE THE CONTRIBUTION 

OF CIGARETTE SMOKING TO BKONCHOGENIC CANCER BY HELPING TO ENFORCE 

NHO-SMOKING POLICIES RATHER THAN BY FILING GRIEVANCES REQUIRING 

ARBITRATION OR BY JOINTLY CENSURING UMACCEPTABLE WORK PRACTICES. 

THESE GENEPAL ISSUES CAN BE ELABORATED UPON IN A PRACTICAL MANNER THROUGIH 

KETTEPATION OF ONE MAXIM AND BY ASKING A COUPLE OF OUESTIONS. THE MAXIM IS: 

NOBODY HIAS THE RIGHT TO INJURE AHOTHER PERSON KNOWINGLY. 

THE QUESTIONS ARE: 

WHAT ARE THE THGREDIENTS NECESSARY TO FACILITATE COMMUNICATION, 

COOPEREATTION, AHD COLLABORATION RETULEN MAMAGEMENT AND THE WORKER? 

L DO HOT HAIVELY SUGGEST THAT THE ADVERSARY RELATIONSHIP SHOULD OR 

FVEN CAY 1L FLINTUATED. ACTUALLY, PEODUCTIVEE COOPERATION CAN 

FLOURTSH TN AN ADVERSARY CONDIUTION TO THE EXTENT THAT EFFORT AND 

EHERGTES ARE HOT DISSTPATED TN DISTRUST, AITAGONTSM, AND HOSTILITY. 
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THAT THE PAST UAS ON SEVERATL OCCASIONS PROVIDED FERTILE SOTL FOR 

THESE ENOTIONS 1S ACKNOULEDGED. WHAT 18 CRITICAL NOW IS TO MATHTATN 

AND, YES, EVEN ENIANCE THE USE OF THIS MATERIAL (ASBISTOS) AT A LEVEL 

FHCOMPASSTNG THED “"NONTIMJURY" MAXIM. 

IT IS IMPERATIVE TIAT PRODUCTIVE COOPERATION BE ACCOMPLISHED BOTII IN 

"REACTIVE"TM SITUATIONS AND, MORE IMPORTANTLY, IN “ACTIVE" OR CREATIVE 

SITUATIONS. IN REACTIVE STTUATIONS, CONSULTATION AND JOINT EFFORTS 

TOWARD WESOLUTION OF SPECIFIC DIFFEREMCES AND CRISES ARE NECESSARY, AS 

WELL AS JOINT INPUT IN RESPONDING TO RECOMMENDATIONS OF REGULATORY 

AGENCIES. OF MUCH GREATER IMPORTANCE ARE JOINT EFFORTS IN THE 

"ACTIVE" OR CREATIVE STTUATION. MANAGEMENT-UNION COMMUITEES OFFER 

A REAL VENICLE FOR (A) EDUCATIOMAL ACTIVITIES FOR WORKERS, (B) 

CLEARINGHOUSE FUNCTIONS FOR OCCUPATIONAL HAZARDS, AND (C) JOINT 

INPUT TO REGULATORY AGENCIES IN THEIR DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION 

OF PROCUDURES TO ENSURE A HZARD-FREE WORKING ENVIRONMENT. 

WIHAT TS THE ROLE OF MAMAGEMENT IN RELATION TO THE PAST, THE PRESENT, 

AND THE FUTURE? TN RELATION TO THE PAST, MANAGEMENT HAS THE OBLIGATION 

TO PROVIDE COMPENSATION TO THOSE WORKERS WO HAVE BEEN INJURED AND 

TO UNDERWRITE RESEARCH TO AMELIORATE THE RESULTS OF PAST DFJ"FCIB‘!CIES. 

IN ADDITION, MANAGENENT HAS THE OBLIGATION TO DISSEMINATE THE INFORMATION 

IT HAS ORTAINED AS A RESULT OF ITS RESEARCIL, 

FOR THE PRESENT, MANAGEMENT HAS THE E_Emsfl‘".lfl TO PROVIDE AN 

ACCEPTARLE WORK ENVIROUMENT. THERE ARE NO HAZARD-FREE VOIDS IN LIFE; 

HEVERTHELESS , MANAGEMENT MUST ASSUME ASPONSTRILITY FOR GENERATING 

HO NEW CASES OF DISEASE. TN ADDITION, MANAGEMENT MUST GATHER DATA 
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THAT CAN BE USED IN DEVELOPING CRITERIA AND SETTING STANDARDS AND MUST 

COMPLY WITIL STANDARDS ALREADY PROMULGATED, THROUGH (A) ENGINEERING 

CONTROLS TO ACHIEVE MAXIMUM REDUCTION OR RLIMINATION OF HAZARDS ; 

(B) APPROPRIATE WORK PRACTICES; (C) PERSONNEL PROTECTION, RECOGNIZING 

SUCH MEASURES AS INTERIM SOLUTIONS ONLY; (D) ONGOING INDUSTRIAL HYGIENE 

AND PERSONNEL MONTTORING AND SURVEILLANCE, INCLUDING TAMG FUNCTION AND 

X=RAY STUDILS; (E) PARTICIPATION IN RESEARCH PROJECTS IDENTIFYING HIGH~ 

RISK GROUPS, SUCH AS SPUTUM CYTOLOGY STUDIES; AMD (F) APPROPRIATE 

DEMOLITION, REPAIR, AND SOLID WASTE DISPOSAL OF ASBESTOS~-CONTAINING 

MATERIAL. AGAIN, MANAGEMENT HAS THE RESPONSIBILITY TO DISSEMINATE THE | 

INFORMATION IT HAS GATHERED OM THE PROPER USE OF ASBESTOS. | 
| 

‘ | 
FOR THF FUTURE, MANAGEMENT HAS THE RESPONSIBILITY TO CONTINUE TO 

COMPLY WITH ALL STANDARDS AND TO PARTICIPATE IN FURTHER RESEARCH. 

BFCAUSE OF WHAT WE KNOW NOW, FAILURE TO COMPLY WOULD MAKF INDUSTRY 

TRULY CULPABLE. 

TN CONCLUSION, AS AN INDUSTRY SPOKESMAN, THE ROLE ASSIGNED TO ME FOR TUIS 

SEMINAR ON ASBESTOS, I FEEL TUERE IS NO DIFFERENCE IM OBJECTIVES BETWEEN 

THDUSTRY AND THE OTHER CONSTITUENCIES REPRESENTED HERE (LAROR, CONSUMER AND 

ENVIRONMENTAL GROUPS, GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, AND ACADEMIC AND PRIVATE RESEARCH 

GPOUPS) . THE ROLE OF THDUSTRY, THOUGH, IS A SPECTAL OME BY VIRTUR OF THE 

VACT THAT (A) THDUSTRY HAS THE FRONTLINE RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE LOCALE WHERE 

TUE POTENTIAL FOR HARM EXISTS, (B) EXCEPT FOR GOVERMMENT, INDUSTRY NAS MORE 

RESONRCES THAN ANYONE ELSE TO APPROACIH AMD AMELIORATE PROBLEMS, AND (C) 

WITHOUT WORKING TOGLTHER IN TRUST WITH INDUSTRY, PROGRESS WILL BFE NALTING. 
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