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PROCEEDINGS

or THE l'.'l/'//HI,I’GICAI. c\'l_'7€/I:'Tl’
|

hl".\"l.\'.\"”:.\'l‘l().\' OF THE PECULIAR pObDIES OF PULMONARY
ASBESTOSIS ¢ ASBESTOSIS I yDIES ) IN MATERIAL ¢ WWTAINLED
1LY LUNG PUNCTURE AND IN THE SPUTU M.
\ ! qo%(p M, J. Sriwand and AYC. Happow.
Leeds.

The oceurrence of hizlly duracteristic golden-yellow hodies in the fibrosed
cors has now been demonstrated by @ number of chservers
Med. Jowrv. 1427, 11, 1025 ¢ Cooke and il Jouwrn. R.
Vicr, Soc., 1927, p. 2325 Taylor and Grieve, unpublished ohscrvation ; Simson,
Jirit, Med. Jowrn., 1925, 1. 5500 They have been found in every fatal case of the
disease in which they have Leen Jooked for, including the original case pubilishe d
b Murray (Choring (*rass Hrspital Ga ette, 1900) and recently 1¢ oxamined by
D E. L. Middleton of the Home Oilice (e psonal communication’, and they were
lungs of a guinca-pig bich had been exp rimentally exposed to
atmosphere (May rozordato, quoted by Simson, op- cit.). They
numbers in four fatal Lewds cases of pulmonary ashestosis, in
from the cut surface
Arising out of this
Ly Dr 8. A, Henry of the Home Office
csults.  So far, this
¢ of them

Tnngs of ashestos work
Stuart M Donald, Ly,

e sent in the
s ashestos dust
ovenrred in large
the last of which they
of the lungs (Stewart, Lirit.
ohservation it was suZ2 e to one of u
that exploratory puneturd of the lung might yic Id p
attempte d in two casus tvl.!;.‘. and in o
Punlies were Peeov red Trom the lung. .
A married woman ol as, with five ehildren, had worked in an ashestos factory
with intervals totalling ahont s
Ay o aned marked o of

were readily demonstrable in smears
Wed, Journ., 1925 i, Hov).

stive

procedure hag heen asbestosis

16 until & year oy YOurs,
Ghe had o dry drritating congh with moderate
The physical sigs wert Jimited to the Bases of the Tungs, where thore
with disiuished breath sonnds andl fino crepitations. On
Iiee was explored with a hollow necdle and @
material withdrawn, Phis was smeared on
elides two ol which were dri d. fixed with heat and mounted in
was treated with h.\lhu'hl-rllt' acid and ||~v1.v~~i'lln ferro
The material obtaine A consisted
carl -ln»l-um,aimn:

wince the age of

weight.
wis definite dulness
15th December 1028 the Jeit
amount of Hlowl tained

mnnte
four mieroseopt
canada balsam ; one
c'_\':mi‘lv.nml one was stained for taherele baeilli.
mainly of blvod, partly fluid, partly clote d, with numerons
macrophages. The peculinr and quite unmistakeable golden vellow ash tosis
luxlics were present in co siderable numbers, capocially within e =mall blood-
clots. They gave o rather feeble prussan blue reaction, leea jonally there was
evidence of l.ln','nr_\'lnn'li by large macropliages, some ol which had multiple
No tuberele luaeilly wors found.

puelet and contained carbon dust.
results were obtaint A, the material

In a second very similar case,
withdrawn consisting apparently of Wood with an exeess of leneoeytes,

Following the positive findings in the first cane, We attempted to recover the
bodics from the sputun. As u rule there s little or no sputun in those cases
except during an actual bronchitic attack, and in neither of the cases punetured
was any available. About half an ounce of mucopurulent spntim obtained from
cach of two other paticnts was digsolved up in an cqual guantity of undiluted
antiformin, centrifuge d, and the deposit wihed and examined microscopically.
After prolonged s arch through numerous films two typical asbestosis bodies were
found in one of the specumens examined. The other was entirely negative.

This work is being continned, hut we thought it well to make a preliminary
communication now in the hope that the methods we have adopted might prove
of use to other workers.
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Demonstration of the i i
peculiar b i
odies of pulmonary asbestosis ("asbestosis bodies") in material obtai
obtained by lung pu..
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